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Elements of the Gothic Tradition in the Work of Jovee Carol
Oats

I. Elmznova Mastora Toshnazarovnas  Amnotation: The article is dedicated to Gothic radition
appears &t the early sage of Joyoe Carol Owmes works
and the increasing number of Gothsc elemenis in her

Koot [5* dar 3022, work.
miﬁ_;w-' Keywords: Gothic oodibons, supematural, mystical,

terrible. agsthesic forms, e reality of life, component of
the nighimarish world, unpf-:-l:t-l:l.ﬂﬂn:] PomEr.

! Hukhara Staic Ussrvcraty, fcmchor of the
Enghsh Linguishics departmeni

Amog the wrilers who make a significant coniribution %o the formation of modern likerary Ciathic,
ome of the leading places rightfully belones o 1.K. Oatex. Her mterest i the Gothic tradibon appears
at an early stage of her work and can be traced throwghout ber career. At the same tme, the Gothic
fraditbom in the wriier's prose undergoes an mevitable tansfommation and gives the auihor the
opporiungty b most convincingly comvey the atmosphere of the modem world with &5 crses and
cataztrophes, botl global amd private. Moreover, the Gothic iradition is reflected boils in novels and im
‘small' prosz. Examaming the evalution of the creative manner of 1.K. Clates. one cam nolice a constank
increase in the number of Gothic elements in the works of the writer. 1§ in ber early novels {“The
Cianden of Earthly Delight=™ 1967, “Do with Me What You Wam™ 1973, eic.) only some elemenis of
literary Gothic can be traced. then subsequent works (CBellefleur™ 1980, “Angel of Light™ 1951,
“Romance Bloodsmoor” 1982, eic.) already quiie definiiely have a gothic onenmtion. The gothic
traditsom with @ bright degree of intensity is also manifesied in lsier novels (Zombies 1995, Madman
1997, Blonde 000, et )

The inclination of JK_ Osate to the supematural, mysiscal and iemible was manifested im the novel and
shaort siory work of the | 960s - 1960 However, ke work of 1.K. Oates of this period develops in line
with the peneral trends of Amencan literature and is more characterized by an inlerest im tee socio-
p=vchological and ethical problems of modem man. At the same time, lilerary Gothic remaizs on the
periphery of the writer's work. These works are imbued with a deep sene of the Ribare of buman
existence. they are domimated by a tragic perception of reality. 199s - early 2000x become a new
stage in H:n:-dn'clnnp-:l-enlnd'ﬁmhlcp'mll. Oates. It traces the clear desire of the writer o ransfom
the previous liferary tradition and ils complicaon due to the introduction of distnctly new elements
imio the Gothic exl. Moreover, (sothic, according o 1.E. Oates. & am ari thai embodies haror' im
aesthetic forms, which brings 1o the surface Bidden and repressed states of the soul. The grotesque is
both ‘'real’ and ‘onreal’, as well as quile real, bt imeneasurable states of mind - emotions, moods,
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obmesmons, fith. The wter emphasires that subjectivity, which at the same fime is the essence of
man. has become a seoret that inevitably separates peaple.

The wriler's comprehension of Cothsc lilemture was reflected in the collection of short siories
Callector of Hearts {1992, The book, which consists of five parts, does not have distinct features that
allow you o =z and appreciaie the thematic interconnectedness of the sones. However, an in-depth
analysis makes it possible o irace the internall conpection between the works thal exisis ai the subtext
level. The wriber unites them wiih ihe theme of the coexizience of two worlds - e real and the unreal,
and the posilion of the kero moving from one world 1o another. Bampast passiors, general anciety.

piic and decadent moods, 2 semse of the “end of the cemtuny”™ found expressson in the
stories of this fellow. The use of symbaolism aleo plays an important rale in the stones, since, by
creating extraondinary charcienstics of the characters, the wmier toms each characier mio a symbodic
figure. Ai the same time, the symbolism of the supemabaral and iemible foms out io be quiie diverse
and coniradiciory and iz asscciaied with the development of the acison in each of the stones
Mareover, the amalysiz of the collection The Collector of Hearts™ showed that Owies” Gothic is 2
sperial chronotope that allows the writer to disregand the kaws of reality, harmony and measure, ie.,
providies an opporunity 1o introduce the sspermatural inio the namative, giving undimited freedom b
fhe awthor's imagination.. [ the siory "The Collector of Hearis', whose name became the tithe of the
entire cycle for a reason, the motif of a2 meeting with the deval & present in a veiled and transformed
form. The protagosasi of the story, an old judge named "Whai-His-There” owns 2 mansion - 2 musesm
of exhibits of various stncture and maiemal. resembling real human hearis in their shape. The
Caollector of Hearts takes pan in the fate of physically exhausied and morally devastated young people,
Eeelps 1o find 2 way out of comrent situations, o t2ke the right path. Bui the material world delemmines
fhe fie of man. The reality of life = one’s own heart, which is subject 1o physical death. The mam i=
mmahle io endure the hastile world around him, fisll of evil, so he gives his heart i the collection of the
ol judge. It is impos=ible not 1o notice that it i not by chance that 1K (ales calls the jodee by such 2
convesgional name What-Hs-There.” He, posseszing R, comtrols the actions, emolions and even the
destimiex of people who bam inio oy heans. The old judge serves a= the personification of evil, and
evil, according to the writer herself, has become so powerfial, so all-pervading over the decades, that it
kas pow become anonymous. Oales’ characters are different people, bt they are united By the need
make sexse of their lives, o iry 1o find the key io smaving their soals. However, at the same time, in the
words of the protagonist of the siory “Hands”, they are all oo siupid and indiferent %o star looking
for hinw, GLP. no acison ook place, under the pam of 1K (haies iz “a fially doomed world order based
om merighteousness and inhumanity 2zd by iis exisience peneratimg evil™ [1.274]

In 1994, the collection of short siories Haunmied: Taies of the Grotesgoe was published, consisting of
four parts and an afierword. In all the stones. the obhsessed heroes try 1o escape from the dardkmess of
everyday life, make desperaie attermpts (o find themselves n 2 grobesque setting. enler imo an unegual
baitle with the swrounding reality, bt this invariably leads them 10 a tragic demowement. self-
destruction. The afterwomnd, according to the author of the dissertation, deserves special afiention. In it
JE_ Owies reflects on the specifics of the groiesgqoe, expands its boundaries, shows the inextricable
link between the protesgee and Herary Gothic. Despite the fact that the groiesque. according io the
writer, defies definftion because of iis greatest diversity. the author cossiders 1 & the antitbesiz of the
besatiful. and sees in Gothic "am ar thal represenis mysiernoms, iemible, supematural. T ii bams out
that the goths - the temibde - the grotesqoe are interwined. and this combination becomes not only 2
Eballmark of the siones m the collection. but also the creative mapmer of UK. Oaies. in the siories of the
collection Possessed: Tales of the Grotesgee, K. Oates not only oomnveys the hallucinations of the
maim characiers, bt also mies to explaim how, under what condiisors, a normal person i on the verge
of msansty, and insanity in vanons manifestaiions becomes an extreme degree of condlict between the
ordinary and anather reality, evidence of which the (othic character receives.
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Moreover, for the stories "Poor Bibi', Thanksgiving Day’, The Cursed Inhabitanis of the House of Bly'
and others, the theme of violence is 2 oross-cutting one, designed o demonsirate the inhurmanity and
perversion of the sumounding world. Withows a doubt, violence, 25 one of the most imporiam motives
for all the work of LK. Oates, becomes the main component of the nightmarish world she depicis.
Thesx, according o the American researcher E. Showalter, any article devoted to 1K Jaies iouches on
“two facets: fantaslic performance and violence [2,66] . In fum Oates argues that an & based on the
image of viobence, death, it is based on fear. 1t is no coincidence that the wriler was accused by onitics
who saw im the depiction of cuelty, violence and murders an indulgence of the pathological sature of
beer own nabmre. However, aocording o one of the domestic researchers of Oates [, Zhukon’s wark,
“what she writes is generated by the tagedy of American reality, sbe by no means sees in a person
oaily the embodiment of inmemouniable el ™.

The siory Mariyrdom’ is distinguished by even greater cruehy and crude mivralisisc soemes. The blind
adoration that the protagomist felt for his young wife waz replaced by satiety, irmiation and ouimight
mdizn. Having losi his masculine sirengils, ke began o find perverse pleasure in waiching the
violemoe being dome to bis voung wifie by his friemds. We dare to suggest that the scenes of violence
are necessary for the wriler in order to arcmse disgust for violence, 1o show the unacceptabillity of the
bvamiliation and insult of women. fo challenge the world of male dhauvinism. Oates’ gothic siones are
imbued with a deep sense of the failure of beman exisience, they are dominated by a tmgic percepiion
of reality. In most of the stonies, the action 1zkes place u1-:||:|:r-|:l:1. the herces are modem Americans.
the dismdegration of humman relationships, the isolison of the mdividual and the resullizg
p=vchopathological imbalamce are not new phenomena, bot Oales” interpretation of them is modem.
The situalions she pamts are symplomatic of loday’s Amenca. It = satural that in this case the
permnicions influemce of the environmeni and social conditions that seppresses the personality =
exposed.
It i= emphasized thai an imporiant feature of the stories of this period is the presence of a symbolic
plan. 3a, in the short sory “Flying Smowy Haze™, a snowstorm that overiook Depoty Sheniff Rafe
Mary on the road symbolzes a differems lafe, a daffereni world in which the main dhamcier happened
o be. The lmes of the story serve az & definste confirmation of thiss “The flyieg snow hare sebxided,
all its unusual strength, prmnordil power dried wp. leaving beband omly sculpiural outlines of
whiteness, familiar cetlines that reminded of the familiar world 1o which he was 1o return.” The
symhbalic plan performs an importast ideological and artistic function m the story. Another mofif,
which acquires a significani semantic load in the coniexi of the Gothic ramtive, is the motf of fear
present in all the sionies of this period. The mam chamcters (Annetie in the siory The Enemy
. Barry Somers - The Hirth of Tragedy', ﬂ:r.:tﬂumniﬂrslrmnﬂtpnthnlngcﬂ
:trm feel overwhelming fear. The biest g-:llhu: lferzfure & more comcemed with the realistic
authenticity of the action, and the superatural hormor im it gives way to fear explained by natural
camees. [ is wnder the influence of fear that the main charscters feel an intemal split and the ability o
consider their second ~1” as am mdependent and alsen being. Fear takes on a special meanmng m the
coniexi of the (Gothic tradition, as it leads o alienation. Moie thai the problem of alsenation bas always
beem relevani for the United Staies, represemting the reverse sade of the American dream. Maoreover,
aliznation has largely become ot anly the subject of American writers” work, but also the manner. the
style of writimg. 1 would not be wrong to say that in the gothic prose of 1. K. Oaies, te problem of
alienation becomes a leitmotif [3,13E8]
In the stories of the so-called “university” cycle (“The Birth of Tragedy™, “The Crown of Glory™, et
the satirical talent of the writer i= manifested with all her might. Truthfolly, without illusions, o
descninng teachers in the West, 1.K. Chaies gives grotesque characierzations of figures of sciemce and
literature, “hungry ghosis.” & she herself calls them. shows the reall and no imaginary dangers facing
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voung people who decide to tie their life with science. In acoordance with the Gothic traditson, the
maim characiers are faced with the problem of comprehending, experiencing and overcoming the set
limits. (dathic overcoming the lmmits is developed by meams of “people going beyond their
bovamcdaries”, with an indispemsable emphasis on the spirual life of a person, iesting ki inner
capabilities through the grotesque intermal conflict of the personalsty and violation of the boondaries of
the mental norm.
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