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HOW TO DEVELOP CRITICAL THINKING SKILLS IN CHILDREN

Navruzova Nigina Khamidovna
(1Teacher of English Linguistics Department, BSU)
Olimova Marjona
(2" year student of BSU)

Annotation: Developing critical thinking skills in children is essential for enhancing their
language acquisition and cognitive abilities, particularly in the context of teaching English. This
article explores various pedagogical strategies armed at fostering critical thinking among young
learners. Key approaches mclude promoting active reading, facilitating discussions and debates,
mcorporating creative writing, utilizing multimedia resources, implementing problem-based
learning, and encouraging self-assessment and reflection. Additionally, creating a supportive
classroom environment plays a crucial role in motivating students to engage in critical thought.
By employing these methodologies, educators can eftectively nurture critical thinking skills,
preparing children not only to excel in language proficiency but also to become thoughtful and
analyvtical individuals in an increasingly complex world.

Keywords: Critical thinking skills, cognitive function, success, creativity, life skills, open-
mundedness, open learning environment, problem solving skills, evaluating, self-assessment,
reflection.

Enhancing children's critical thinking ability 1s crucial for improving their cognitive and
language learning, especially when teaching English. This article examines several teaching
techniques meant to encourage critical thinking in young students. Promoting active reading,
facihtating debates and conversations, integrating creative writing, making use of multimedia
resources, putting problem-based learning into practice, and encouraging introspection and self-
evaluation are mmportant strategies. Creating a classroom atmosphere 1s also essential to
encouraging pupils to think critically. By using these techniques, teachers can successfully foster
critical thinking abilities in their students, helping them to succeed 1n language acquisition as
well as to grow up to be mtelligent, perceptive adults in a world that 1s becoming more
complicated by the day.

Critical thinking allows students to analyze texts, engage in discussions, and express their
1deas effectively. Here are several strategies to promote critical thinking in the English language
classroom:

Promoting Active Reading - Teachers should encourage active reading strategies by
asking students to summarize, question, and predict as they read. This can mvolve annotating
texts, discussing themes, or 1dentifying the author’s purpose. Furthermore, teaching students to
distinguish between main ideas and supporting details can deepen their understanding of the
material.

Facilitating Discussions and Debates - Teachers may organize group discussions or
debates on relevant topics related to the texts being studied. This encourages students to
articulate their thoughts, listen to others, and critically evaluate different viewpoints. Using
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open-ended questions can stimulate thoughtful conversations and allow students to debate their
perspectives respectfully.

Incorporating Creative Writing - Teachers can also encourage students to engage n
creative writing exercises that require them to think critically. For example, they can be asked to
rewrite the ending of a story, create alternative scenarios, or develop their characters with
distinct motivations. Such tasks promote 1imagination while requiring analytical skills to shape
coherent narratives.

Using Multimedia Resources - Another way 1s to mtegrate multimedia resources such as
videos, podcasts, and online articles to diversify learning materials. Teachers can encourage
students to analyze the content critically, discussing the credibility of sources, biases, and
varying interpretations. This exposure expands their perspectives and promotes critical
evaluation of diverse forms of communication.

Implementing Problem-Based Learning - T'eachers may also mtroduce problem-based
learning tasks where students must use English to solve real-world problems. This may mclude
scenarios that require research, teamwork, and critical thinking to find solutions while using the
target language. Such practical activities not only enhance language skills but also foster critical
engagement with content.

Encouraging Sell-Assessment and Reflection - We may also teach students to assess their
own work and reflect on their learning processes. Providing rubrics or guiding questions can
help them evaluate their proficiency i using English and the effectiveness of their arguments.
Reflective practices cultivate metacognition, allowing students to become aware of their thought
processes.

Fostering a Supportive Learning Environment - Creating an inclusive and supportive
classroom atmosphere helps students feel comfortable expressing their opinions and
challenging 1deas. This encourages them to make respectful dialogue and emphasize the
importance of considering multiple perspectives. A safe space for discussion enhances critical
engagement and motivates students to think deeply.

By integrating these strategies mto English language instruction, teachers can effectively
develop critical thinking skills in children. This not only enriches their language learning
experience but also prepares them to engage thoughtfully with the world around them.

In conclusion, developing critical thinking skills in children while teaching English 1s a
vital component of their overall education. By integrating various teaching strategies such as
active engagement, interactive discussions, and creative activities, educators can significantly
enhance students' ability to analyze, evaluate, and synthesize mformation. This not only
mmproves their language skills but also prepares them for future challenges in a rapidly changing
world. The cultivation of a classroom environment that encourages curiosity, questioning, and
reflection further supports this development. As a result, fostering critical thinking not only
enriches the English learning experience but also equips children with essential skills for

lifelong learning and effective communication.
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