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ANALYSIS OF JACK LONDON’S SHORT STORY “LOVE OF LIFE”

Aziza Yunusova
(Bukhara State University)
Zulfiyabonu Boboyeva
(Bukhara State University)

Abstract: This paper explores the theme of Jack London’s short story “Love of Life.” It examines the
central idea of the literary work and highlights the qualities that define what it means to be human.
Key words: Life, death, starvation, hope, vitality, friendship, humanity, jealousy.

Having a strong spirit, hope, loyalty, and patience is the hardest thing to do and
nowadays it is hard to find such a person. With a strong spirit one can fight against all
challenges and most probably find a bright future. In contrast who easily lose hope, are
depressed, betrayed, and jealous cannot survive in this world. There is a story that describes
both types of persons in the same situation. Jack London’s masterpiece "Love of Life» tells
the story of a fearless man who overcame terrible ordeals. Reading this story, we
understand how important the strength of the spirit is, because it helps us survive even in
the most cruel and terrible conditions. The author shows that everyone has a love for life, it
is necessary to realize it and never give up this feeling. In the story «Love of Life», Jack
London portrays man side by side with the forces of nature, emphasizing the struggle and
hope of man. The love of the hero of the story triumphs over death. The story is unique. It
is considered to have a plot structure. At the beginning, the situation of two passengers
who set off, or rather, are returning to their tracks from the Brogan Road, is described.

One of the passengers - Bill leaves his partner, who has a lame leg. After that, only one
hero remains in the vast expanses. The hardships he experienced on the way, he was
starving, and tasted the various blessings of nature, the animals, and the birds around him.
Attempts to catch and eat, etc., are depicted very impressively and clearly. The two heroes
of the story "Love of Life' are two people who reach the desired destination and put as
much gold in their bags as they need -until they can carry it themselves. These two people
are tested with gold. In the content of the story, thoughts about the importance of
something more important than gold for a person in this world, that is, the importance of
staying alive, living in happiness, and constantly striving to achieve one's goals, are
embodied.

Professor of American studies and Minority studies at Leipzig University and
principal investigator in the Collaborative Research Centre “Spatialization Processes under
the Global Condition” Gabriele Pisarz-Ramirez described his attitude towards “Love of
Life” written by Jack London in his book: “Love of Life” tells the story of an unnamed
protagonist lost in the northern wilderness. Struggling to make his way to the shore in the
hope of finding an anchoring ship, he must learn the unforgiving lessons of survival in the
Northland. Doing so, however, requires discarding or renegotiating what society regards as
‘civilized behavior.’ In sober prose, the short story charts the struggle of its protagonist
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referred to only as “the man,” which already implies the universality of his condition and

archetypal dimensions of his predicament. His comrade Bill has left him behind because he
was slowing him down, and now the man must face the wilderness without the help and
comfort of a companion. With no food and ammunition, he lacks any technological
assistance apart from a tin bucket, a pocket watch that he winds meticulously, and exactly
sixty-seven matches that he guards vigilantly, desperately counting them again and again,
aware that they mark the fine line between him and an outcast Neanderthal in prehistory.”

Anastasia Khalyavina also expressed her opinion om the story: “Love for Life” is one of
the works that turned my mind. I started reading this story only because of the title,
continued because of the fascinating plot, and finished understanding all the meanings of
the book, in which the author showed the strength of the human spirit, which does not
retreat before anything on the life path. This is an incredibly psychologically strong book.
The book impressed me with its capacity. After all, Jack London was able to fit so many
meanings in just fourteen pages! The story opened before me one very important thought:
“If a person is guided by “love of life”, then he can no longer be stopped in front of anything]
And this is exactly the thought that turned my mind over. It suddenly seemed that the
world could no longer be what it was before reading it. In the work, the love of life is shown
through both simple and complex, terrible things.”

Uzbek scientist N.Yusufaliyeva has written her analyses of the book in her article
which was published in an international journal named “Innovative Research in Modern
Education™ In the story 'Love of Life’, Jack London portrays man side by side with the
forces of nature, emphasizing the struggle and hope of man. The love of the hero of the story
triumphs over death. The story is unique. It is considered to have a plot structure. At the
beginning, the situation of two passengers who set off, or rather, are returning to their
tracks from the Brogan Road, is described. One of them - Bill leaves his partner, who has a
lame leg. After that, only one hero remains in the vast expanses. The hardships he
experienced on the way, he was starving, and tasted the various blessings of nature, the
animals, and the birds around him. Attempts to catch and eat, etc., are depicted very
impressively and clearly”.

Nowadays many people can easily say that they love and are satisfied with their life.
Writer Jack London gives a true definition through his short story "The Love of Life": the
love for life. The author does not describe it with simple or enjoyable words. He portrays it
with torture events that are experienced by the protagonist. In the story writer embodied
just two characters, protagonist and antagonist - Bill.

The story takes place in Canada where two men set off on a journey to find gold. The
writer called the protagonist just "man" to reflect the perseverance and patience of all
mankind. The protagonist is abandoned by Bill after spraining his ankle.

“I say, Bill, I have sprained my ankle. Bill staggered on through the milky water. He
did not look around.

Through this example writer vividly describes that, for selfish companion Bill gold is
the number one priority rather than humanity or friendship. Only a selfish and ruthless
person can leave his friend in trouble.

"Bill" he cried out. It was a pleading cry of a strong man in distress.
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Through this example, readers can feel the torments of the protagonist and how it is
painful to be a victim of a traitor.

"Bill would be waiting for him there, and they would paddle away south down the
Dease to the Great Bear Lake. And south, still, they would go, while the winter raced vainly
after them, and the ice formed in the eddies, and the days grew chill and crisp, south to
some warm Hudson Bay Company post, where timber grew tall and generous and there
was grub without end". Bill had not deserted him, Bill would surely wait for him at the
cache.

From these examples, it is seen that hoping for a new meeting with Bill gives
motivation to the protagonist to survive and move ahead. It is true that without hope a
person cannot overcome difficulties. The writer explains it with the example of "man".
Apart from these Jack London describes the important question, “How does nature show it
is indifference to civilization?” For example, a quote in the story says: "This was the day a
fog, and this day hunger awoke inside his again. He fell directly into a ptarmigan nest. He
ate them ravenously, thrusting them alive into his mouth and crushing them like egg-shells"

This example shows the protagonist a man who has found gold in Yukon and was
driven by his hunger, which nature did not try to satisty into eating four ptarmigan chicks.
He saw a squat moose-hide sack, mate to his own, which had been torn by sharp teeth. He
picked it up, though its weight was almost too much for his feeble fingers. Bill had carried it
to the last... He turned away. Well, Bill had deserted him; but he would not take the gold,
nor would he suck Bill’s bones. Bill would have, though, had it been the other way around,
he mused as he staggered on."

By reading this example we can see how Bill was obsessed with gold. The readers can
see the tragic consequences of a man who has left his companion alone and has fallen in love
with gold and meditates on such precious human feelings as honesty, loyalty, and fairness.
However, a man who is abandoned by his friend comes across a lot of difficulties such as
fear, starvation, or pain. But, anyway, he will not lose his humanity. He finds himself in
difficult situations.

It can be concluded from this story that among a person's qualities, determination and
tenacity stand out the most and teach valuable life lessons. A person should wisely seize
even the smallest opportunity to change a situation for the better and never give up on the
goals they have set for themselves. Hope is a powerful force that motivates a person to stay
strong and not lose their identity. One should live with the belief that the best is yet to
come. In this world, there are things more important than wealth or material possessions —
such as staying alive, living in health and peace, and working tirelessly to achieve one’s
goals. Through this story, we understand that a person should always remain true to
themselves and continue striving for good until the very end.
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