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LITERARY CRITICISM

UDC 82

AN ANALYSIS OF THE CHALLENGES FACED BY AMERICAN YOUTH IN JACK
LONDON’S “MARTIN EDEN”

Niyazova Mokhichekhra Khayatovna,

PhD, Associate Professor of English Literary and Translation Studies,
Bukhara State University

m.x.niyazova@buxdu.uz

Saidova Dilnoz Zarif qizi,

Ist grade master student of History and Philology

department of Asian International University
dilisaidova07@gmail.com

Abstract. Jack London’s “Martin Eden” explores the struggles of American youth through the
experience of its protagonist Martin Eden, a working-class aspiring writer. This article examines the major
challenges faced by American youth depicted in the novel, such as social class barriers, economic hard
knocks, restrictions in education, personal tolls wrought by ambition and self-betterment. The novel
condemns the stiff structure of capitalism, stressing the problems faced by social mobility and the alienation
felt from intellectual and personal development. Additionally, the article discusses Martin’s conflict between
his pursuit of individual success and societal expectations, and how these result in personal disillusionment.
An analysis of these themes reveals how Martin Eden crystallizes the greater struggle of youth in America
and that remains ever so relevant today as an expression of his social critique.

Keywords: Jack London, Martin Eden, American youth, social class struggle, economic hardship,
ambition, education, self-improvement, capitalism, social mobility, alienation, disillusionment,
individualism, literary analysis, societal expectations.

AHAJIN3 ITPOBJIEM, C KOTOPBIMHA CTAJIKUBAETCSA MOJOEKD AMEPUKH B
POMAHE /JUKEKA JJOHAOHA “MAPTHH UJEH”

Annomauus. B pomane [cexa Jlonoona «Mapmun Hoen» ucciedyemcs 60pbba amepuxanckou
MOI00EdxHCU wepe3 onvlim c80e20 21asHoco 2epos, Mapmuna Hoena, nauunarowezo nucamens uz paboueco
Knacca. B smoil cmamve paccmampusaromcsi 0OCHO8Hble NpodieMbl, C KOMOPbIMU CHANKUBAECS
AMEPUKAHCKASL MON00ENCH, U300PAdCEHHAA 8 pOMAHe, MaKue KaK COYUATbHble Kldccosvle Oapbepul,
9KOHOMUYECKUe MPYOHOCMU, 02PAHUYEHUs 8 0OPA308aHUU, TUYHbLE U30EPIHCKU, 6bI36aAHHblE AMOUYUAMU U
cmpemieHueM K camocosepuiencmeosanuio. Poman ocysxcoaem océcmkyio cmpyKmypy Kanumanusmd,
NOOUEPKUBAsL NPOOIEMbl COYUATLHOU MOOUTLHOCIU U OIMYYHCOCHUE OM UHINELLeKIYANbHO20 U TUYHOCHHO20
passumus. Kpome moeo, 6 cmamwe obcyxcoaemcs xoudaukm Mapmuna mexncoy e2o cmpemieHuem K
UHOUBUOYATLHOMY YCNeXy U OOWECMBEHHbIMU OXNCUOAHUSIMU, U KAK DIMO HPpUBOOUm K JUYHOMY
pazouaposanuio. Ananuz smux mem packpvigaem, kax «Mapmun Hoen» ompadsicaem 6onee wupoxyo
O0pvOy MON0OENCU 6 AMepure, UmMoO OCMAEMC AKMYANbHLIM U Ce200HSl KAK BbIPANCEHUE COYUANbHOU
KpUmMuKy asmopa.

Knroueswie cnosa: /[cex Jlonoon, Mapmun Hoen, amepukanckas Mono0éxch, COYUdIbHAs KIACCOBAs.
O0pbba, dKOHOMUYECKUEe MPYOHOCIU, aMOUyuu, 00pazosanue, CAMOCOBEPUICHCINEOBAHIE, KANUMATU3M,
COYUANbHAA MOOUTLHOCMb, OMUYHCOeHUe, pazoqaposanue, UHOUBUOVANUZM, JUMEPAMYPHbIU aHAIU3,
0bujecmeeHHble OHCUOAHUA.

JEK LONDONNING “MARTIN IDEN” ROMANIDA AMERIKA YOSHLARI DUCH
KELGAN MUAMMOLAR TAHLILI

Annotatsiya. Jek Londonning “Martin Iden” romani, Amerikalik yoshlar duch kelgan muammolar va
bosh qahramon Martin Edenning hayot yo‘lini o ‘rganishga qaratilgan. Martin Iden, ishchi sinfidagi,
yozuvchi bo ‘lishni ovzu qilgan qahramondir. Ushbu tahlil, romanda tasvirlangan yosh amerikaliklar duch
kelgan asosiy muammolarni, jumladan, ijtimoiy sinf to ‘siqlari, iqtisodiy qiyinchiliklar, ta’lim chekloviari va
o zini rivojlantirishning psixologik ogibatlarini ko ‘rib chigadi. Roman, kapitalizmning qattiq tuzilmalarini
tangid qiladi, ijtimoiy giyinchiliklarni va intellektual va shaxsiy o ‘sish bilan bog’lig bo ‘Igan to ‘siglarni tahlil
giladi. Bundan tashqari, magolada Martinning individual muvaffaqiyatga erishish uchun bo ‘Igan intilishiga
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Jjamiyatning munosabati shaxsiy norozilikka olib kelishini muhokama qiladi. Ushbu mavzularni chuqur tahlil
qilish orqali, “Martin Ilden” romanining Amerikadagi yoshlarning keng qamrovli muammolariga
munosabatini ochib beradi.

Kalit so’zlar: Jek London, Martin Iden, amerikalik yoshlar, ijtimoiy sinf kurashi, iqtisodiy
qiyinchiliklar, ambitsiyalar, ta’lim, o'zini rivojlantirish, kapitalizm, ijtimoiy harakatlanish, ajralish,
norozilik, individualizm, adabiy tahlil, jamiyat kutishlari.

Introduction. Jack London’s novel “Martin Eden” is a powerful story of struggle, ambition, and
hardship to make it in America. The book depicts the life of Martin Eden, a poor and uneducated young man
who dreams of becoming a famous author. His career is full of financial difficulties, social games, and
mental difficulties associated with personal growth. London shows the difficulties of using Martin’s story to
improve their life, especially their lives, especially lower backgrounds. One of Martin Eden’s most important
themes is the problem of social mobility. Martin was born into a working-class family and society expects
him to remain in that class. But he refuses to accept this fate and works tirelessly to educate himself. He falls
in love with Ruth Morse, a woman from a wealthy background, who introduces him to the world of high
society. Martin believes that success and intellectual development will help him gain a place in this world,
but he soon realizes that society does not easily accept outsiders.

Another major problem Martin faces is economic hardship. He dreams of becoming a writer but
struggles to make a living: the publishing industry keeps rejecting his work, forcing him to live in poverty.
His financial predicament reflects the reality for many young Americans who strive for success but lack the
resources and support to achieve their goals. London highlights the difficulties of pursuing a creative or
intellectual career in a society that values wealth and status over talent and hard work. In addition to social
and economic hardships, Martin must also deal with serious psychological difficulties: as he becomes more
educated and knowledgeable, he begins to feel alienated from both the working and upper classes. He no
longer fits into either world, leaving him feeling lonely and isolated. His personal journey reveals the
emotional cost of ambition and the difficulty of finding true belonging in a society that judges people by
their background. Through Martin Eden, Jack London paints a striking picture of the challenges facing
ambitious young men in America. The novel is both an inspiring tale and a warning about the rewards and
dangers of personal ambition. This analysis examines the major issues facing young people in Martin Eden’s
America, including class struggle, economic hardship, and psychological strain. Understanding Martin’s
journey can give us a greater understanding of the social and personal obstacles that continue to face many
young people today.

Literature review. Jack London’s “Martin Eden” has been widely analyzed by scholars, critics, and
literary enthusiasts for its deep exploration of social class struggles, individualism, and the psychological
impact of ambition. This section reviews key literature and critical perspectives on the novel, focusing on
themes such as social mobility, economic hardship, self-education, alienation, and the philosophical
underpinnings of Martin Eden’s journey.

Many scholars have examined “Martin Eden” as a critique of the rigid class structure in American
society. According to Pizer, [1,96] the novel highlights the difficulty of moving from the working class to the
upper class, revealing the deep prejudices and barriers that prevent true social mobility. Similarly, Labor
[2,32] discusses how London portrays the American Dream as an illusion, showing that social class is not
just about wealth but also about cultural acceptance.

Several literary critics view “Martin Eden” as London’s critique of capitalism and its failure to reward
genuine talent. Cassuto[3,24] points out that Martin’s financial struggles represent the economic realities
faced by young people trying to achieve success in a system that values profit over artistic or intellectual
contributions.

London’s portrayal of Martin Eden’s psychological deterioration has been a major focus of literary
analysis. Many scholars interpret Martin’s alienation as a result of his intellectual and social transformation.
Hendricks [4,57] argues that Martin’s journey illustrates existential loneliness -he is caught between two
worlds and belongs to neither. Kershaw [5,88] connects Martin’s isolation to Nietzschean philosophy,
suggesting that his downfall results from his attempt to transcend societal norms without finding meaningful
human connections. This perspective highlights the dangers of unchecked ambition and the need for
emotional fulfillment alongside intellectual growth.

Critics have also examined “Martin Eden” within the framework of literary naturalism, a movement
that emphasizes the influence of environment, heredity, and social conditions on human fate. London,
influenced by thinkers like Herbert Spencer and Friedrich Nietzsche, incorporates themes of determinism
and survival of the fittest. Norris [6,69] discusses how “Martin Eden” reflects the harsh realities of
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naturalistic philosophy-Martin’s environment shapes his struggles, and despite his personal efforts, he cannot
escape his fate. Additionally, Lundquist[7,41] examines the tension between individualism and society,
arguing that Martin’s extreme self-reliance ultimately leads to his downfall, reinforcing London’s critique of
individualist ideology.

Methodology. Contextual analysis is a crucial method used in this study to examine Jack London’s
“Martin Eden” within the historical, social, and philosophical background of early 20th-century America.
This approach helps in understanding how the novel reflects the realities of its time and how its themes
remain relevant to contemporary discussions on youth struggles, social mobility, and individualism. By using
contextual analysis as a method, this study provides a deeper understanding of “Martin Eden” beyond its
surface narrative, revealing how the novel serves as both a personal reflection and a broader social critique of
American youth’s struggles.

Discussion. Jack London’s life provides a compelling backdrop for the analysis of his novel, Martin
Eden. London personally faced poverty, engaged in self-education, and battled for literary acclaim, mirroring
the journey of his protagonist. Many scholars identify Martin Eden as a semi-autobiographical narrative,
which underscores the importance of London’s experiences in grasping the text’s thematic elements. This
study will explore London’s ideological perspectives, particularly his socialist tendencies, to evaluate
whether the novel critiques individual ambition or reflects London’s own internal struggles.

In Martin Eden, Jack London delves into the trials encountered by passionate youth during early 20th-
century America. Through Martin’s odyssey, the narrative scrutinizes themes such as social mobility,
financial hardship, individualism, and the emotional toll wrought by intellectual striving. This discussion will
analyze Martin Eden’s principal conflicts while linking them to societal concerns and assessing how these
issues resonate with modern audiences. One prominent obstacle that Martin Eden confronts is the entrenched
class system that hinders upward movement within society. Coming from a working-class background, he
operates under the belief that education and diligence can propel him toward higher social standings.
However, even after attaining educational accomplishments and achieving recognition in literature, he
remains an outsider in elite circles. His interactions with Ruth Morse a character from an affluent family
underscore pervasive class biases that existed at that time.

London employs Martin’s narrative to critique the concept of the American Dream: the notion that
anyone can attain success through determination alone. The protagonist’s plight illustrates that social
mobility may not be as readily attainable as it seems; instead, systemic class distinctions continue to limit
access to opportunities. The theme remains current today as social class and economic oppression dictate the
lives of young people aspiring to achieve greatness.

All through the novel, the financial difficulties that confront Martin Eden are the main hurdle he had to
cross to achieve success. His dreams of becoming a writer are always met with rejections from publishers,
thereby forcing him into abject poverty. He works tirelessly while often going without food as society shuns
his efforts. This aspect strongly resonates with the reality that has confronted many young artists and
intellectuals, from the time of London to the present.[8,35-39]

London forwards a critique on the system that apotheosizes commercial success over genuine artistic
talent. Martin qualifies only when he has their approval; in effect, success seems frequently to be measured
in external validation instead of upon true merit. The same theme finds resonance yet today, as many young
creators try to make a living in industries that favor profit over originality. Martin’s pursuit of self-education
is one of the defining aspects of his character. Unlike conventional scholars, who are molded and educated
through formal institutions, Martin’s education comes through the reading of books and real-life experiences;
hence he becomes the man of learning only marginally above many around him, if not a lonely intellect. He
is too intellectualized to be accepted into the working class and yet not acceptable into the upper class. This
theme reiterates the irony of intellectual growth while it liberates people, at the same time, it may take them
away from their original milieu.

Martin’s is truly a reflection of many-a-young struggling individual correspondingly the agonizing
pains of change, and this change always comes with a price of being ostracized by old friends. The foremost
dilemmas the novel presents are the price to be paid for the dream of intellectual ambition and whether
anybody could consider himself to have really belonged for the actuary who lived for self-doctoring.

Each character dies when he is corrupted by fame, wealth, and materialism. The protagonist suffers the
existential anguish- it’s a kind of intense existential loneliness- leading to his disillusionment and a tragic
end. London presents Martin’s downfall as a warning against collectivism and the dangers of too much faith
in personal ambition with his delirium. Martin’s psychological decline reflects those struggles which
numerous young people endure in such dubious pursuits of existence for their mental health. This novel
argues that isolation in the chase for ambitious pursuits leads to isolation and not fulfillment, and in our
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present day, this message is most pertinent as youthful pursuit collides with societal pressures from ourselves
and others to succeed in an already cut-throat environment. [10, 11-15]

Scholars argue Martin Eden to be either promotion or comment on individualism. Martin represents
the qualities of self-reliance and hard work; yet in the end, his life suggests that extreme individualism is an
aspect of dying by self-destruction.

London viewed the novel as an attack on capitalism, influenced somewhat by socialist ideas: it is too
late for Martin by the time he is remembered to have fallen out of belief in those values he once chased after.
This mirrors London’s own disillusionment with the idea of American Dream and begs the question: Does
individual success really fulfill under materialist ideas? Although Martin Eden was written more than a
century ago, the themes are still startlingly relevant. Many of today’s youth wrestle with economic
instability, social barriers, and the pressure of succeeding in a competitive world. The continuous discussion
of ambition, mental growth, and mental health remains relevant to a modern audience. Additionally, the
novel’s critique against capitalism and societal expectations aligns with contemporary discourse on
economic inequality and the inequalities of meritocracy. Like Martin Eden, still today, many individuals find
that hard work and talent alone do not guarantee success.

Conclusion. Jack London’s “Martin Eden” is a profound exploration of the struggles faced by
ambitious young individuals in America. Through Martin’s journey, London critiques social class divisions,
economic hardship, intellectual alienation, and the dangers of extreme individualism. The novel remains
relevant in modern society, offering insights into the ongoing challenges of social mobility and personal
ambition. Ultimately, “Martin Eden” serves as both an inspiring and cautionary tale, reminding readers that
success, if pursued in isolation, may not lead to true fulfillment.
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UO‘K 82
XVII ASR FRANSUZ ADABIYOTIDA ASOSIY OQIMLAR

Radjabov Ruslan Rajabmurodovich,
Buxoro davlat universiteti o ‘qituvchisi
Karimova Maftuna Ismat qizi,
Buxoro davlat universiteti talabasi

Annotatsiya. Mazkur maqolada XVII asr fransuz adabiyotining asosiy ogimlari, she’riyati va
uslublari haqida so‘z boradi. XVII asr fransuz she’rivatining butun Yevropa adabiyotiga katta ta’sir
ko ‘rsatganligi, klassitsizm, barokko va preziya g‘oyalari boshqa mamlakatlarda ham adabiyotning
rivojlanishida muhim rol o ‘ynaganligi haqidagi fikrlar keltiriladi. Ushbu asrning mashhur shoirlar
tomonidan yozilgan she’rlaridan parchalar tahlil gilinadi. Bu davrda yaratilgan she’rlar o ‘zining aniqligi,
mantiqiyligi, tartibi va o ‘Ichovi bilan ajralib turadi hamda keyingi aviodlar uchun o ‘rnak bo ‘lib xizmat qildi
va o ‘z gimmatini saqlab qoldi.

Kalit so‘zlar: she riyat, klassik asr, barokko she riyati, klassitsizm, preziya, une mode féminine, sonet,
odalar, epigramma, tragediya, komediya.

OCHOBHBIE TEYEHUS ®PAHIIY3CKOM JUTEPATYPBI XVII BEKA

Annomayusa. B smoii cmamve paccmampuéaiomcs OCHO8Hbvle MedeHus, N033us U CIMUlYU Qpanyy3cKou
aumepamypor XVII eexa. Ilpusoosamcsa muenuss o mom, umo @panyysckas noasua XVII eexa oxasana
Oonvuloe GuUAHUE HA 6CIO0 €8PONEUCKYI0 AUmepamypy, a uoeu KidcCuyusma, 6apokko U npe3uu culepaiu
BADICHYIO POb 6 pPA3GUMUU TUMEepamypbl 8 Opy2ux Ccmpamax. AHanusupyiomcsi OmpuleKu u3 CMmuxos,
HANUCAHHBIX U3BECMHBIMU NOdIMAMU 3M020 6ekd. Cmuxu, cO30anHble 8 SMom nepuood, OMIUYAIOMCI CBoell
MOYHOCMBIO, IO2UYHOCBIO, YHOPAOOYEHHOCBIO U PA3MEPHOCBIO, CIYICAM NPUMEPOM O NOCAEOVIOUUX
NOKOJIEHUU U COXPAHAIOM CEOI0 YEHHOCTIb.

Knrwouesvie cnosa: nossus, kiaccuueckuii 6ex, no3us OApOKKo, KIACCUYUIM, NPE3Us, ICEHCKA M00a,
COHem, 00bl, INUSPAMMA, MPA2eOUst, KOMeOUsl.

MAIN TRENDS IN 17TH CENTURY FRENCH LITERATURE

Abstract. This article discusses the main currents, poetry, and styles of 17th-century French literature.
It highlights that French poetry of the 17th century had a significant influence on European literature as a
whole, and that the ideas of classicism, baroque, and préciosité played an important role in the development
of literature in other countries as well. The article analyzes excerpts from poems written by famous poets of
this century. The poems created during this period are distinguished by their precision, logic, structure, and
meter, serving as an example for subsequent generations and retaining their value over time.

Keywords: poetry, classical era, Baroque poetry, classicism, préciosite, une mode féminine, sonnet,
odes, epigram, tragedy, comedy.

Kirish. XVII asr fransuz she’riyati o‘zining uslubi va mavzularining boyligi, rang-barangligi bilan
ajralib turadi. Ko‘pincha adabiyotda “klassik asr” deb hisoblangan bu davr fransuz adabiyotida o‘chmas iz
qoldirgan nufuzli shoirlar yetishtirib berdi. Fransiyaning adabiyoti tarixida muhim o‘rin tutgan bu davr
klassik qadriyatlarga, mantiqqa, tartibga va o‘lchovga alohida e’tibor garatgan. Bu davrda yozuvchilar va
shoirlar she’rlari asosan, girol va saroy a'zolariga bag‘ishlangan bo‘lib, saroy hayoti, hashamat va hokimiyat
madh etilgan. Xudo, axloq, insonning o‘rni kabi diniy mavzular muhokama qilingan. Qadimgi davr
qahramonlarining jasorati va fojiali taqdiri tasvirlanar edi. Sevgi mavzusi ham keng yoritilgan, ammo bu
tuyg‘u aql-idrok va nazorat ostida ko‘rsatilgan. Axloqiy masalalar ko‘tarilib, insonning burchi va mas'uliyati
haqida mulohazalar yuritilgan.

Adabiyotlar tahlili va metodologiya. XVII asr o‘rtalarida Fransiyada 2200 ga yaqin mualliflar
(asosan zodagonlar va ruhoniylar) adabiy ishda ishlaganlar. O‘qish auditoriyasi bir necha o‘n minglab
odamlardan iborat edi[1]. XVII asr fransuz she’riyati o‘zining uslubi va she’riy shakllari bilan aynigsa
mashhur edi. Bu davrda adiblar bir gator she’riy shakllarda, masalan:

» Oda (les odes): Ulug‘vorlikni, tantanani ifodalovchi she’riy shakl.

» Sonet (les sonnets): 14 gatordan iborat she’riy shakl, aniq qofiya va ritmga ega.
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