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Abstract: This article talks about the specific characteristics of symbols. Also, together with the 

analysis of the linguistic nature of the symbols, the cases of relaxation in linguistic and speech 

phenomena, which show the speech culture, language richness and behavior of people, and serve 

to ensure the diversity and effectiveness of the speech, are highlighted. At the same time, the 

opinions of many philosophers and scientists about the symbol as a result of studying the 

research works were taken as information.  
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Introduction. Symbols have always existed as one of the important tools in human 

communication and relationships since ancient times. It is a proven fact that they were the basis 

for the formation of mnemonics - the first writing in the history of mankind.Symbols are 

important in expressing certain thoughts and feelings of a person. At the present time, issues 

such as understanding their meaning, using them appropriately in written and oral speech, 

elucidating the essence of symbols in scientific research in each field, interpreting, 

understanding, explaining and clearly expressing the content of works are important. One of the 

twentieth century thinkers E. Fromm's following opinion about symbols is noteworthy: - "The 

language of symbols should be taught in schools as if learning a foreign language." 

The development of society leads to a certain degree of change, development, perfection of 

symbols. They serve as a socio-linguistic phenomenon to create lightness and comfort in people's 

exchange of ideas and communication, and to clearly express their relationship to things and 

events. The development of symbols has a positive effect on the enrichment of the vocabulary of 

a given language and the possibilities of expression. Symbols are a linguistic and speech 

phenomenon that shows the speech culture, language richness and behavior of people, and serves 

to ensure the diversity and effectiveness of speech. 

It is known that a sign is reflected in the human mind in the form of an expression or a symbol. 

Culture exists in reality in the form of symbolic forms. A symbol acquires its own meaning in 

science and art. In science, for example, in logic, mathematics, linguistics and other sciences, it 

mainly means the concept of a sign, and in art the figurative meaning of an image. A symbol 

differs from an allegory in certain characteristics. The meaning of a symbol is inextricably linked 

with the structure of its image, and its content is characterized by infinite polysemy. A symbol is 

the content of material things and realities expressed in the form of a sign or image. It is difficult 

to clearly describe its essence within logic. It is a complex system designed for the intensive 

activity of the perceiving subject. Symbolic activity is unique to human thinking. Language, 

myth, religion, generally speaking, consist of symbolic forms, by means of which man organizes 

the environment around him. It is important to note that the meaning of the symbol exists only in 

the context of human communication. Symbols stand out from the point of view of wide 

consumerism, they are widely used in socio-political, economic, cultural, educational and 

spiritual life, as well as in science, art, literature, etc. However, the symbol differs according to 
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the performance of different tasks in this area. Accordingly, the symbols can be classified 

according to the following thematic groups: 

a)  symbols used in social life; 

b)  political symbols; 

c)  symbols used in economic life; 

d)  symbols used in cultural, educational and spiritual life; d) symbols in the science system; 

e)  symbols used in art, for example, fiction. 

Symbols in social life are mainly communicative, i.e. a means of communication between 

people, symbols in the system of sciences express a certain concept, and symbols in literature 

perform the function of artistic-aesthetic meaning of experience, situation and reality. For 

example, subtractor and adder, etc., which we know in mathematics, are used in everyday 

mathematical examples. Mathematical signs, symbolic signs representing the meaning of 

exclamation or interrogative sentences according to the types of sentences from linguistics, 

exclamation, interrogative punctuation marks are used. Among the symbols used in social life, 

the symbolic words that are used in our daily life according to their activities, i.e. water, fire, sun, 

cloud, umbrella, chaman, can be mentioned as an example. These symbols, having their own 

characteristics and nature, mean the sun - a sunny day, a shining face, a cloud - rain, a pouty 

face, and the weather. 

Symbol (Arabic - sign, sign, sign; nickname, nickname). Conditional sign, sign that represents 

and reminds of an idea, concept, event. In the Uzbek language, in some places, the word simbol 

is used instead of the word symbol. These definitions are not given in the National Encyclopedia 

of Uzbekistan, but in the explanatory dictionary of the Uzbek language, this word is defined as 

"Symbol" (Greek - sign, symbol, sign, symbol). It is used in a symbolic sense. An artistic image 

embodying an idea. 

In the Russian-Uzbek annotated dictionary of literary terms by N. Hotamov and B. Sarimsakov, 

the word symbol does not exist, and the word symbol is defined as follows: "Symbol" (from the 

Greek word "conditional sign"). A form of metaphor is a phrase, image, object that is 

conditionally used in a metaphorical sense. For example, the symbol of Uzbekistan is cotton. The 

Kabardino-Bulgarian poet compares his country to a tulip on a mountain. This tulip is a symbol 

of the country.From the observations, it can be understood that the definitions given to the 

symbol in the dictionaries do not differ from each other. From the above comments, the 

following conclusions can be drawn about the symbol: 

1. A symbol is a conventional sign that represents and reminds of an idea, concept, event, etc. 

2. A symbol is an artistic image embodying an idea, concept, event, etc. 

3. A symbol is a conditional method of artistic representation of reality, a form of figurative 

expression. 

4. The symbol is ambiguous. 

5. Symbol – conditionally used figuratively. 6. A symbol is a form of metaphor. 

Therefore, an important sign for a symbol is, first of all, conditionality, figurativeness, polysemy, 

metaphoricality, in particular, metaphoricity. Knowing that the symbol has these and other 

properties, the creators tried to use it widely and appropriately in their works of art. There are 

symbols deeply ingrained in people's minds and consciousness, which serve to create vivid 

images in artistic works. Dove - peace, lion - courage, fox - cunning, wolf - greed have been 

present in works of art since ancient times. Such zoomorphic metaphors are an important tool in 

increasing the effectiveness and artistic-aesthetic value of works of art. For creative people, 

symbols provide an endless opportunity to express a relatively strong emotion, a broad concept, 

and a big event in a concise, clear, and effective way. 
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Accordingly, symbolic images in folklore and classical literature were formed as a separate 

system. As mentioned, symbols are considered a widely used means of expression in speech, and 

it appears in all forms of public speech. In particular, they are used in the texts of works of art, 

ensuring the diversity of the language of works of art. There is also a system of symbolic images 

that has been used for centuries in the history of literature; flower - beauty, lover; nightingale - 

lover; yellow color - sadness, black color - a symbol of mourning, etc. Along with traditional 

symbols, creators use every phenomenon and detail in nature (for example, a cloud, spring, 

lightning, etc.) for a symbolic image . 

Symbols in works of art can be analyzed and studied in different aspects, such as synchronic and 

diachronic. When studying symbols in a diachronic aspect, it is appropriate to study them by 

dividing them into the following two groups: 

1. Traditional symbols. 2. Private symbols. 

Conventional symbols can also be expressed as generic symbols, and private symbols as 

individual symbols. Traditional symbols are a system of symbolic images that have been used for 

centuries. As an example of this, it is possible to mention symbols of night - longing, apple - 

love, child, scarf - family used in folk art. 

In this work, Alisher Navoi expresses through symbols that all the good and evil, good and bad 

deeds, spiritual downfall, and the crisis of society in this world are related to man, that is, the 

essence of man, the phenomenon of humanity. Symbol is the language of the human psyche. 

Symbol universal categories. A symbol, unlike a metaphor, is related to the figurative 

construction of its content and is characterized by multiple meanings. The symbol has been 

present in the folklore and literature of all nations since ancient times. Symbolic images 

constitute a specific system and in some cases represent a common content in the literature and 

art of many nations. For example, lion - courage, fox - cunning, wolf - greed and others.  

Symbolic images that have been used for centuries in the history of literature There is also a 

system: flower - beauty, mistress, nightingale - oshi, yellow color - sadness, black color - 

mourning and other artists are traditional. Along with symbols, they use every phenomenon and 

detail in nature (for example, a cloud, a spring, a trail, etc.) for a symbolic image. In this case, 

this or that thing has a certain symbolic meaning that serves the writer's purpose in the image 

process. The method of symbolic image widely used in folk art and classical literature is also 

successfully used in modern literature . 

The relationship of the symbol to the expressive and descriptive means of the language, tropes, is 

also interpreted differently. From the point of view of V.V. Kolesov, the symbol is the main 

figurative tool, which is the final level of development of the metaphor or, on the contrary, 

manifests itself as the undisclosed metaphoricity of the semantically syncretic word (23, 67b). 

Linguist D. Arutyunova emphasizes that metaphors and symbols are not objects of 

understanding, but of interpretation (expression), they are not aimed at an addressee and do not 

have illocutionary force.  

Metaphor and metonymy are understood by many as a transfer mechanism leading to the 

formation of a symbol, thereby distinguishing metaphorical and metonymic types of symbols 

(25, 553b). In fact, a real symbol cannot be mastered, because it occurs during the development 

of natural language. Metaphor, on the contrary, is created artificially (23, 70). There are also 

differences between symbol and metaphor that do not depend on historical and general 

relationships. These differences were revealed by scientists such as N.D.Arutyunova, A.F.Losev, 

V.E.Shelestyuk, A.Sharopov. According to them, the main difference between these phenomena 

is the difference in essence. That is, a metaphor is a metaphor, a figure of speech, and a symbol 

is a sign of language  

In his article, A.Abdullaev thinks that the concepts of metaphor and symbol intersect, but they 

are not exactly the same phenomena. Based on the results of research, it can be said that there are 

sharp differences between symbols and metaphors. For example, a metaphor that takes its 
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starting point from an image develops a meaning, and this meaning can sometimes become a 

lexical meaning. In the symbol, on the contrary, the form is stabilized. In metaphor, the image is 

not divided, but in symbols, the image can be separated into separate signs (color, shape, etc.) 

(24). 

Also, the relationship between the signifier (form) and the signified (content) is conventional in 

symbols as opposed to metaphor. According to A. Sharopov, "poetic symbols have a complex 

structure compared to metaphors. If a simple metaphor is, in other words, a shortened simile, 

then a poetic symbol has a more complex apparent composition. In a metaphor, the connection 

between the reflected object and the reflected one is easier to understand than the poetic 

symbol"(27, 51b). Symbols usually have a deicritic function, while metaphors have a 

characteristic function. While metaphor serves to deepen the meaning of existence, a symbol can 

expand the meaning and enter into a world of other meanings beyond it.If you ask my daughter-

in-law, sweet words are always available. 

In this sentence, the word "girdle" refers to the bride as the moon, and it is symbolically 

emphasized that she is beautiful, full of grace, and that it is a sweet word. A symbol expands its 

meaning and deviates from precision. As a result, the symbol acquires a metonymic feature - the 

state of representing the whole through the part, as a result of which it enriches the image.  

Symbolization takes place on a similar associative basis. In this case, symbols are similar in 

structure to metaphors and are manifested through conceptual connections of different contents. 

In such cases, a symbol can be distinguished from a metaphor as follows: a metaphor occurs as a 

secondary modeled semanticization of a ready-made sign; and the symbol reflects the natural and 

conceptual connection and the essence arising from this connection, which has become a sign.  

A linguistically expressed symbol is always different from a metaphor. Although both of them 

have a double meaning relationship, a metaphor combines two representations of exactly the 

same linguistic object. A symbol can also connect a linguistic phenomenon with a non-linguistic 

concept. Under certain conditions, simple symbols can bypass the stage of metaphorization and 

become symbols. Purely quantitative mathematical symbols - numbers like "three", "seven", 

"forty" eventually became a symbol with different emotional semantic content.  

Another obvious feature of metaphor is that, when viewed from a logical point of view, it is 

always based on the principle of exaggeration (lie, fakeness) (for example, "school swallows", 

"sweeping horizon", heavy sentence, etc.), the symbol has such a situation not possible. When 

such metaphors are used, we logically accept the meaning expressed and can fit it into our 

imagination, it is impossible to understand and accept it in reality. When a symbol is used, we 

accept its meaning directly as reality in any case. Put ointment on the heart (folk song) The fact 

that the "apple" in these verses is a symbol of love, affection, and love in many lyrical songs, and 

"expressing love" by throwing it is a process that can be understood naturally.  

As a result of studying the research works of many philosophers and scientists, it was observed 

that the ideas expressed about the symbol were studied in connection with the metaphor. That is, 

when talking about the symbol, the specific features of the metaphor are definitely revealed. 

Metaphor can underlie the formation of a phraseological unit. In phraseologisms, metaphorical 

connection is lost for one reason or another, but the meaning of a phrase based on a metaphor 

cannot be separated from the meaning of its constituent parts.If the phrase contains a symbol, the 

meaning of the symbol is not only preserved, but can also be broken into separate parts 

(fragments) . 

For example, we can see the enhanced, exaggerated form of the concept of "to embarrass", "to 

put to shame" through the expression "To fold the seven honors to the ground". The symbolic 

meanings of the words "seven" and "earth" in its composition form the basis of the phrase. 

"Seven" is a number with a divine meaning and reflects the plurality, while "earth" represents the 

reflection of the sky, lowness, bottom. It is these symbols that strengthen the meaning of the 

phrase and serve to form emotions related to the topic. (18) The phenomenon of synonymy is 
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often observed in symbols. For example, a number of images such as "apple", "cherry", "red 

flower", "rose", "bud" can be used as a symbol of love.  

Conclusion. In general, the importance of symbols in social life, especially in fiction, in showing 

all its beauty and charm and understanding its inner content is huge. Symbols appear as a result 

of linguistic and non-linguistic factors. Language tools play an important role in their formation 

based on the linguistic factor, while national characteristics, traditions and concepts are the basis 

for the formation of symbols as a non-linguistic factor. 

Based on the above-mentioned studies, we can say that the linguistic nature of symbols lies in 

the fact that symbolic languages have special characteristics. The same phenomenon is 

interpreted differently depending on the perception of our feelings. If we explain the symbolic 

signs of fire as an example, the fire in the hearth is a feeling of life, warmth and well-being, but 

if we see a house or some land surrounded by fire, it reflects fear, danger, that is, weakness and 

destruction in this place. There are several examples of similar symbols. The specific meaning of 

each symbol depends on the situational superiority of the user's general experience. Symbols are 

one of the important manifestations of figurative thinking and serve as the main tool for 

improving the artistic and aesthetic taste of a person. 
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