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INTRODUCTION

Discourse analysis 1s a rapidly growing and o
Current research in this field now flows from NUmeroys g s
disciplines that are very different from one another. Included o;:demnc
are the disciplines in which models for understanding, and n;ethozu?e‘
analyzing, discourse first developed. such as linguistics, 3"thr0p0|(s) or
and philosophy. But also included are disciplines that have appliegyl
and thus often extended - such models and methods to problems within
their own academic domans. such as communication, cognitive
psychology, social psychology, and artificial intelhgence,

Discourse analvsis 1s sometimes defined as the analysis of
language ‘beyond the sentence” This contrasts with types of analysis
more typrcal of modern hingustics, which are chiefly concerned with
the study of grammar the study of smaller bits of language, such as
sounds (phonctics and phonology parts of words (morphology),
meanmg (semantics), and the order of words in sentences (synlax).
Discourse analysts study larger chunks of language as they flow
topether. The textbook presents the ways and methods of written and
oral analvsis of texts i a toregn language, different points of view on
the analysis of texts and aspects that must be taken into account when
analyzing texts: Textbook provides an overview of discourse analys:s%
an approach to the analysis of language that looks at pal,me,Oh
language across texts as well as the social and cultural contexts 1 whic
the texts occur.
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