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Literarv Analvsis of the Poem “The World is too much with
us” by William Wordsworth

Sharapova Gulshan Sharafovna
Teacher, Bukhara State Umiversity
g.sh.sharafovnai@ buxdu. uz

Abstract: In this iterary analysis, we delve imto the profound themes and poetic devices employed
by Willham Wordsworth in hus renowned poem, "The World 1s too much with us.” Through a close
examination of key words and the poem's main body, we aim 10 uncover the deeper meaning and
significance behind Wordsworth's powerful words.

Keywords: humanity, nature, soul, sea, mountains, wind, natural world, poetic devices.

Intreduction. William Wordsworth, a prominent figure in English Romanticism, crafted
numerous pocms that celebrated nature and cniqued societal norms. "The World 1s 100 much with
us” 1s no exceplion, as it explores the disconnection between humanity and the natural world. Through
profound themes and skillful employment of poetic devices, Wordsworth urges us to reevaluate our
prionitics and rediscover the beauty of nature.

In the opening lines of the poem. Wordsworth presents a lamentation for the lost connection
with nature that plagues humanity. He writes, "The world is too much with us; late and soon, / Getting
and spending, we lay waste our powers.” These lines encapsulate the central theme of the poem - the
detrimental effects of matenialistic pursuits on our spiritual and emotional well-being. Throughout the
poem, Wordsworth employs vivid imagery to emphasize the stark contrast between the natural world
and the aruificiality of human existence. He vividly descnbes the sea, mountains, and the wind as "a
sordid boon,” suggesting that humanity has become indifferent to the intnnsic value and beauty of
these natural elements. This juxtaposition serves as a critique of the industnialization and urbanization
that charactenized the tme penod. Another notable poetic device used by Wordsworth 1s
personification. He personifies the sea, refemng to it as "a ghost,” highlighting the sense of loss and
cthereal nature of our connection 1o nature. This personification adds a layer of depth to the poem,
evoking a sense of melancholy and longing for the lost harmony between humans and the natural
world. Furthermore, Wordsworth employs powerful metaphors to convey his message. He compares
our obsession with matenial possessions 1o a "dull sublunary lover,” emphasizing the shallow and
flecting nature of our attachment to worldly pursuits. This metaphor serves as a call to action, urging
readers to reconsider their priorities and seck solace in nature’s everlasting beauty. In the final lines
of the poem, Wordsworth expresses his hope for a reconnection with nature, wnting, "Great God! 1'd
rather be / A Pagan suckled in a creed outwom.” Here, he longs for a retumn to a simpler, more
spiritually fulfilling existence, free from the trappings of modem society. These lines serve as a
powerful conclusion to the poem, leaving readers with a sense of urgency to reevaluate their own
relationshap with the natural world.
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Conclusion. In "The World is too much with us,” William Wordsworth presents a thought-

provoking critique of the disconnect between humanity and nature. Through profound themes, vivad
imagery, personification, and metaphors, he urges us to reflect on our matenalistic pursuits and
rediscover the profound beauty and solace that nature provides. This poem serves as a timeless
reminder of the importance of reconnecting with our natural surroundings and finding solace in the
simphicity of life.
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