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Abstract 

This paper examines the cognitive processes involved in interpreting cohesion 

and coherence in Saki’s short story, The Open Window. Cohesion refers to the 

surface-level connections between sentences through linguistic devices such as 

pronouns, conjunctions, and lexical repetition, while coherence is the deeper, 

logical relationship that gives the text meaning as a unified whole. Saki’s narrative 

is an exemplar of strategic storytelling, employing a layered structure that 

manipulates both explicit and implicit linguistic cues. 
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Introduction. Cognitive approaches to the analysis of cohesion and coherence 

examine how readers process and construct meaning within texts. These 

approaches explore the interplay between readers' expectations, prior knowledge, 

and mental models, alongside the linguistic elements that contribute to cohesion 

and the logical structure that underpins coherence. Cohesion refers to the explicit 

connections between linguistic elements that link ideas within a text, ensuring that 

they are perceived as interconnected. Coherence, on the other hand, facilitates 

cognitive processing by minimizing the mental effort required to integrate and 

relate ideas. A coherent text ensures that the connections between points are both 

appropriate and necessary, thereby enhancing the reader’s ability to comprehend 

and engage with the material. Readers draw upon their existing knowledge and 

experiences to form a mental model that integrates the events, characters, and 

setting described in the text, allowing them to construct a coherent narrative from 

the information provided. 

Methods. Saki's (H.H. Munro) short story The Open Window serves as a 

compelling example of how unity and coherence within a narrative contribute to 

the intellectual development of readers and the structural integrity of the story. A 

narrative that relies solely on the manipulation of information, without paying 

heed to the coherence and unity of the story, can lead to a disjointed and, often, 
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nonsensical result. To truly comprehend the cognitive processes at play, 

it is crucial to examine how readers interpret information through the interaction of 

seemingly simple elements and subtle patterns within the text. This study 

investigates the cognitive mechanisms involved in the processing of stories, 

specifically focusing on how readers resolve contradictions, form conceptual 

models, and draw conclusions based on the presented information. In analyzing 

the apparent simplicity of The Open Window, we will reference existing research 

from literary theory, discourse analysis, and psychology. By studying coherence 

and continuity within texts like The Open Window [1], we can gain a deeper 

understanding of the reader's active role in constructing meaning. Furthermore, it 

is essential to explore how readers synthesize information from various parts of the 

narrative to form a unified interpretation [2]. Ultimately, the connection between 

the text and its reader is shaped by how the narrative structure influences the 

reader’s emotions and cognitive responses [3]. 

Results. The unity of The Open Window is skillfully achieved through a range of 

linguistic devices, such as conjunctions, adverbs, and other connecting expressions 

that link sentences and clauses [2]. However, the true sophistication of the story lies 

in Saki’s management of continuity. Although the surface narrative appears 

straightforward, underlying deceptive patterns create a tension between the 

reader’s initial understanding and the eventual revelation. The reader starts by 

forming a mental model based on the information Vera provides, only to find that 

this model is gradually proven to be inaccurate [1]. This process involves the reader 

continuously updating their mental model as new information is introduced, and 

resolving the discrepancies between Vera’s account and the reality that unfolds 

later in the story. The effectiveness of the story hinges on the reader's ability to 

initially accept Vera’s fabricated narrative, which demonstrates Saki’s skill in 

creating a convincing, though ultimately deceptive, context [4]. The coherence of 

the narrative is not merely about logical consistency but involves a complex 

interplay between the reader’s expectations and the progression of events. The 

reader’s expectations are shaped by the initial setting, the characters introduced, 

and the seemingly plausible story Vera tells. As the plot progresses, subtle 

inconsistencies and ambiguities begin to emerge, prompting the reader to question 

the initial mental model. This process of detecting inconsistencies, challenging 

assumptions, and revising interpretations is central to the cognitive engagement 

required to understand the story’s irony. The reader’s interaction with the text is 

active, involving continuous updates to their mental representation of the situation 

and ongoing attempts to reconcile conflicting pieces of information. The ultimate 

resolution - the revelation of Vera’s deception – necessitates a significant revision of 
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the reader’s mental model, underscoring the dynamic nature of the 

cognitive processes involved in grasping the narrative’s coherence. 

A central element of cognitive structure in narrative comprehension is the 

reader’s trust in their own judgment and expectations. Throughout the reading 

process, the reader continuously draws conclusions based on the information 

presented, fills in gaps, and anticipates future developments in the story [1]. Vera’s 

storytelling mastery lies in her ability to present information in such a way that it 

actively encourages the reader to form conclusions about the fictional narrative she 

creates. Saki skillfully exploits this anticipatory process, setting the stage for a sense 

of surprise and shock when the truth is eventually revealed. The psychological 

contrast between what the reader expects and what is ultimately presented 

contributes significantly to the story's emotional impact. This dynamic not only 

reinforces the importance of resolution but also highlights how the reader's 

cognitive involvement is shaped by narrative techniques that carefully manipulate 

expectations. Through this process, the interconnectedness of storytelling is made 

evident, showcasing how skilled writers harness these techniques to guide the 

reader through a complex and impactful narrative experience. 

The narrative viewpoint in the story significantly influences how the reader 

processes and interprets the information. Told in the third person, primarily from 

the perspective of an anonymous stranger, this limited viewpoint restricts the 

reader's access to crucial facts. As a result, readers rely on Vera's account, which 

encourages them to accept her fabricated narrative. Initially, the reader, like the 

stranger, remains unaware of Vera’s deception, experiencing the events as they 

unfold without suspicion. This shared experience of being deceived for the first 

time intensifies the emotional impact of the story, enhancing the irony when the 

truth is finally revealed [6]. The controlled use of perspective plays a pivotal role in 

shaping the reader's cognitive processes, creating a deeper engagement with the 

story’s misleading structure. By strategically limiting the information available to 

the reader, Saki draws them into the narrative’s falsehoods, making the eventual 

revelation of the deception more striking and thought-provoking. 

Discussions. The effective comprehension of The Open Window hinges largely 

on the reader's ability to grasp the irony embedded in the narrative. Irony involves 

a disconnect between appearance and reality, expectation and outcome. The 

cognitive processes involved in understanding this irony include recognizing the 

discrepancy, integrating conflicting information, and adjusting one’s mental model 

of the situation. This process demands advanced cognitive abilities, such as 

inhibiting initial, automatic responses, shifting between different interpretations, 
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and actively revising one's understanding of the narrative as new 

information emerges. 

Readers must go beyond the literal meaning of Vera’s words and identify the 

underlying intentions, recognizing the discrepancy between what is said and what 

is actually true. The processing of irony in The Open Window unfolds in several 

stages: 

1. Initial Comprehension: The reader processes Vera's narrative at face 

value, constructing a mental model that aligns with her version of events. 

2. Detection of Incongruity: As the story unfolds, subtle clues begin to 

suggest discrepancies and ambiguities within Vera's account, prompting the reader 

to question the initial understanding. 

3. Mental Model Revision: The reader begins to revise their mental model 

as they detect inconsistencies, adjusting their interpretation to accommodate the 

emerging contradictions. 

4. Resolution: The final revelation of Vera's deception leads to a profound 

restructuring of the reader’s mental model, culminating in a deeper understanding 

of the story’s irony. 

The cognitive demands involved in understanding irony are considerable, 

requiring the reader to engage actively with the text, revising and refining 

interpretations as they progress. This dynamic engagement underscores the 

reader’s critical role in the meaning-making process, highlighting the complex 

interaction between the text and the reader’s cognitive faculties. 

The cognitive processing of cohesion and coherence in Saki's The Open Window 

involves a complex and dynamic interaction between the reader's mental models, 

the integration of conflicting information, and the recognition of irony. The story's 

effectiveness stems from the author's adept manipulation of the reader’s inferential 

processes and expectations, which ultimately leads to a surprising and insightful 

resolution. Analyzing this deceptively simple tale sheds light on the intricate 

cognitive mechanisms that underpin reading and understanding narrative texts. 

Further research into the neurocognitive foundations of irony processing and the 

influence of narrative structure on cognitive engagement would deepen our 

understanding of literary comprehension. 

Conclusions. Approaching literary texts through the lens of cognitive 

psychology offers a valuable framework for exploring the intricate relationship 

between text and reader, thereby enhancing our appreciation of storytelling and the 

cognitive processes that make it possible. Continued exploration of these cognitive 

processes promises to enrich our understanding of how readers actively construct 

meaning from narrative texts and the role of various cognitive mechanisms in 
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literary comprehension [1]. Additionally, studying cohesion and 

coherence across different narrative styles and literary genres can contribute to a 

more comprehensive understanding of the cognitive challenges and rewards 

inherent in reading. 
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