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Abstract: The study investigates the difficulties learners face in recognizing and applying various 

syntactic stylistic features, such as parallelism, antithesis, and inversion, analyzing potential sources of error 

and proposing pedagogical strategies to address these challenges. 

Key words: Stylistic analysis, cognitive processes, second language acquisition, error analysis, 

pedagogical implications, parallelism, antithesis, inversion, figurative language, linguistic competence, 

discourse analysis.   

 

INTRODUCTION 

The mastery of stylistic devices is crucial for achieving fluency and expressiveness in 

any language. While lexical choices contribute significantly to stylistic effect, the skillful 

manipulation of syntax plays an equally vital, though often overlooked, role. Syntactic 

stylistic devices, encompassing techniques such as parallelism41, antithesis, inversion, and 

ellipsis, add depth, nuance, and impact to written and spoken communication. However, 

the acquisition of these devices presents significant challenges for language learners, 

particularly at advanced levels. This thesis investigates the complexities involved in 

learning syntactic stylistic devices, focusing on the cognitive processes, linguistic 

knowledge, and contextual understanding required for both comprehension and 

production. 

Main part. This section delves into the core argument of this thesis: the significant 

challenges inherent in acquiring syntactic stylistic devices. The analysis is structured to 

explore these difficulties from multiple perspectives, encompassing cognitive processing, 

linguistic knowledge, and pedagogical considerations. 

Cognitive Processing and Syntactic Complexity: Syntactic complexity  theories differ 

from each  other regarding how complexity  is  defined. Some are  explicit in their definition 

and provide a metric of complexity that can be use to test predictions (Gibson, 1998; 

Halford, Wilson, & Phillips, 1998). Others leave the concept of complexity undefined and 

focus instead on the experimental conditions that lead to increased complexity (Caplan, 

Alpert, & Waters, 1998; Carpenter, Miyake, & Just, 1994; Friederici, Fiebach, Schlesewsky, 

Bornkessel, & von Cramon, 2006). theories of syntactic complexity also vary from each 

other on how general are the resources used in syntactic processing. The acquisition of 

syntactic stylistic devices demands a higher level of cognitive processing than the 

acquisition of basic grammatical structures.  

                                                           
41 The concept of parallelism has been used in various fields, including mathematics, linguistics, and literature, and refers to the repetition or similarity of structures or 
patterns in adjacent or corresponding elements. 
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Learners must not only understand the individual syntactic elements but also 

recognize the subtle interplay between them, the intended stylistic effect, and the overall 

context. This section will explore the cognitive load involved in processing complex 

sentences incorporating devices like parallelism (As a literary device, it refers to the use of 

similar structures or patterns in sentences, phrases, or clauses.  

It involves repeating grammatical or syntactical elements to create balance, rhythm, 

and emphasis in a text. By employing parallelism, writers can enhance the impact and 

effectiveness of their writing by creating a sense of harmony and cohesion.), antithesis42( 

For example, the following famous Muhammad Ali quote is an example of antithesis: “Float 

like a butterfly, sting like a bee.” This is an antithesis example because there is the contrast 

between the animals and their actions (the peaceful floating butterfly versus the aggressive 

stinging bee) combined with the parallel grammatical structure of similes indicated by “like 

a.”43 Ali is indicating the contrasting skills necessary to be a good boxer.), and chiasmus44. 

It will examine the role of working memory, processing speed, and attentional resources in 

successfully decoding and producing these structures.  

Research on cognitive load theory and its implications for language learning will be 

integrated to support the argument that the cognitive demands of stylistic syntax 

significantly contribute to the difficulties learners face. Specific examples of syntactically 

complex sentences from learner corpora will be analyzed to illustrate the cognitive 

challenges involved. 

Linguistic Knowledge and Interlanguage Development: This section examines the role 

of linguistic knowledge and interlanguage development in the acquisition of stylistic 

syntax. Learners’ existing grammatical knowledge, both in their native language and the 

target language, influences their ability to comprehend and produce stylistic devices. 

Transfer effects from the native language, both positive and negative, will be discussed. The 

development of learners’ interlanguage – their evolving grammatical system – will be 

analyzed to identify patterns of errors and fossilization related to the use of stylistic 

devices.   

Contextual Understanding and Pragmatic Competence: The effective use of syntactic 

stylistic devices is heavily reliant on contextual understanding and pragmatic competence. 

Learners must not only understand the grammatical structure of the device but also its 

function within the broader communicative context.  

This section will examine the role of contextual factors in shaping the interpretation 

and production of stylistic devices. It will argue that learners’ difficulties often stem from 

an incomplete understanding of the intended effect of a particular device within a specific 

context.  

The ability to appropriately select and use stylistic devices to achieve particular 

communicative goals demonstrates a high level of pragmatic competence, a skill which 

requires extensive exposure and practice.  

                                                           
42 Antithesis is the use of contrasting concepts, words, or sentences within parallel grammatical structures.  
43 Literary Devices” Literary Devices. 1 May 2017. Web. 5 Dec. 2017. https://www.literarydevices.com.  
44 Chiasmus is a figure of speech in which the grammar of one phrase is inverted in the following phrase, such that two key concepts from the original phrase reappear in 
the second phrase in inverted order.  

https://www.litcharts.com/literary-devices-and-terms/figure-of-speech
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Examples from authentic texts will be utilized to illustrate the relationship between 

context and stylistic effect. 

Pedagogical Implications and Teaching Strategies: This section shifts the focus from 

the learners’ difficulties to pedagogical strategies designed to improve their acquisition of 

stylistic syntax. It will explore various approaches to teaching stylistic devices, including 

explicit instruction, implicit learning through exposure, and task-based learning. This 

section will propose practical teaching strategies based on the findings of the previous 

sections, focusing on activities that promote both comprehension and production of 

syntactic stylistic devices. 

This structured approach allows for a thorough investigation into the multifaceted 

challenges of learning syntactic stylistic devices. By integrating theoretical frameworks 

from SLA and stylistics with empirical evidence, this section aims to establish a 

comprehensive understanding of the problem and lay the foundation for the conclusion’s 

recommendations for improved teaching practices. 

Conclusion.This thesis has investigated the complexities involved in learning 

syntactic stylistic devices, revealing a multifaceted problem extending beyond the mere 

acquisition of grammatical rules.  

The analysis demonstrated that successful mastery requires a sophisticated interplay 

of cognitive processing, robust linguistic knowledge, and developed pragmatic competence. 

The cognitive load associated with processing the intricate syntactic structures and 

nuanced meanings inherent in these devices presents a significant hurdle for learners. 
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