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Abstract: The concept of evaluation is central to language use, as it
reflects the speaker’s attitudes, judgments, and assessments regarding people,
events, or situations. Language units that express evaluation include adjectives,
adverbs, nouns, and verbs, all of which contribute to the subjective meaning
conveyed in communication. This thesis explores how different language units
serve the function of expressing evaluation, focusing on their role in shaping the
meaning of a discourse.
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Language Units Expressing Evaluation are words, phrases, or even sentences
that explicitly or implicitly convey a positive or negative judgment about
something. They show a speaker's stance, attitude, or feelings towards a
particular subject. Types of Language Units for Evaluation:

Explicit Evaluative Language: Adjectives and adverbs: "good," "bad,"
"beautiful," "ugly," "quickly, terribly." These words
directly convey a positive or negative assessment.

slowly," "amazingly,

Evaluative verbs: "like," "love,” "hate,” "dislike," "admire," "despise.”" These
verbs express feelings or opinions about something.

Evaluative nouns: "success,” "failure,” "beauty,” "ugliness,” "excellence,"
"disaster.” These nouns represent abstract concepts that are inherently
evaluative.

Implicit Evaluative Language:

Figurative language: Metaphors, similes, and hyperbole can be used to
express evaluation indirectly. Example: "He's a real tiger" (implies strength and
power)

Irony and sarcasm: These are used to express the opposite of what is
literally said, often with a critical or humorous tone. Example: "That was a
bilhant idea!" (said with a sarcastic tone, implying tke idea was terrible)
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Choice of vocabulary: Even the choice of neutral words can subtly convey a
positive or negative evaluation. Example: "The man was determined"” vs. "The
man was stubborn." Both describe the same trait, but with different
implications.

Context is Key:

The way we interpret evaluative language units is heavily influenced by context.

Social context: Who is speaking, to whom, and in what situation? This influences
the intended meaning and how the evaluation is received.

Cultural context: Different cultures have different values and ways of expressing
evaluation. Linguistic context: The surrounding words and phrases can affect
the meaning of an evaluative unit.

Examples: "That movie was amazing!" This is a direct, positive evaluation.

"The food was a bit bland." This is a more subtle negative evaluation.

"He's a real Einstein." This is a metaphor implying intelligence.

"That was a great idea!" (Said sarcastically, implying the idea was terrible)
Understanding Evaluation in Language:

Being aware of the pragmatic features of language that express evaluation helps
us to interpret meaning more accurately, identify the speaker's stance and
attitude, recognize the subtle ways in which language can be used to influence
others. By learning about these features, we can become more sophisticated and
critical consumers of language, better equipped to navigate the complex world of
human communication. Evaluation in language refers to the expression of
judgments or opinions about the value or quality of an entity, event, or state of
affairs. It can be positive or negative, and it is an essential part of human
communication, as it enables speakers to express approval, disapproval,
preferences, or appraisals. Language units expressing the concept of evaluation
are found across various parts of speech, including adjectives (e.g., "good,"
"terrible"), adverbs (e.g., "remarkably," "poorly"), nouns (e.g., "success,"
"failure"), and verbs (e.g., "admire," "despise"). These evaluative elements help
speakers shape the attitudes and emotions of their audience, providing a
subjective interpretation of reality.

Types of Language Units Expressing Evaluation

1. Adjectives as Evaluative Units

Adjectives are one of the most prominent language units for expressing

describe the qualities or pro allowing

pgrties of a noun,
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speakers to provide a subjective judgment. Adjectives such as "wonderful,"
"awful," "excellent," or "mediocre" inherently express evaluation, positioning the
subject in a positive or negative light. Evaluative adjectives can also be
intensified by adverbs (e.g., "extremely good" or "incredibly bad") to strengthen
the speaker’s stance.For example: "The meal was fantastic" expresses a strong
positive evaluation of the meal. "Her performance was dreadful” conveys a
negative assessment.

2.Adverbs and Their Evaluative Role

Adverbs also play a significant role in expressing evaluation, especially when
they modify verbs, adjectives, or other adverbs. Evaluative adverbs include
words like "brilliantly," "poorly,” "excellently," or "badly." These adverbs
provide additional nuance to the speaker's evaluation by indicating how actions
are performed or the degree to which an adjective applies. For instance: "She
handled the situation remarkably well" emphasizes the high quality of her
performance in handling the situation. "The team performed poorly in the
match" indicates a negative evaluation of the team's performance.

3. Nouns as Expressers of Evaluation

While less obvious than adjectives or adverbs, nouns can also carry evaluative
meaning. Certain nouns inherently imply a positive or negative evaluation, such
achievement,” "failure,” or "disaster." These nouns encapsulate
evaluative judgments without the need for additional adjectives or modifiers.
For example: "Winning the award was a huge success" communicates a positive
evaluation through the noun "success." "The event was a complete disaster”
conveys a negative assessment via the noun "disaster."

4. Verbs Expressing Evaluation

Verbs are not typically the first part of speech associated with evaluation, but
many verbs inherently express judgment or appraisal. Verbs such as "praise,"
"criticize," "admire,” or "condemn" directly communicate and evaluation of a
subject or action. For example: "Il admire her dedication to the project” conveys a
positive evaluation of her dedication.

Language units that express evaluation are integral to communication,
allowing speakers to convey subjective judgments and influence their audience’s
perceptions. Adjectives, adverbs, nouns, and verbs all contribute to evaluative
meaning, with each part of speech offering different nuances.
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