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UDC 808.3 

EVALUATIVE UNITS IN THE ENGLISH LANGUAGE AND THEIR PRAGMATIC 

FEATURES 

N.S. Kobilova, PhD, associate professor, Bukhara State University, Bukhara 

M.Sh. Azimova, master student, Bukhara State University, Bukhara 

 

Annotatsiya. Baholash birliklari muloqot uchun asos bo'lib, ma'ruzachilarga o'z fikrlarini, his-

tuyg'ularini va mulohazalarini bildirish imkonini beradi. Ushbu tadqiqot ingliz tilidagi baholash 

birliklarining tabiatini va ularning nutq, ishontirish va shaxslararo muloqotdagi rolini o'rganadi. 

Tadqiqot aniq va yashirin baholash strategiyalarini tekshiradi, ularning kontekstga bog'liq 

ma'nolarini ta'kidlaydi.                                      

Kalit so'zlar: Baholovchi til birliklari, pragmatika, sub'ektivlik, himoyalanish, yumshatish, 

ironiya, xushmuomalalikni saqlash. 

Аннотация. Оценочные единицы имеют основополагающее значение для общения, 

позволяя говорящим выражать мнения, эмоции и суждения. В этом исследовании изучается 

природа оценочных единиц в английском языке и их роль в дискурсе, убеждении и 

межличностном общении. В исследовании изучаются явные и неявные стратегии оценки, 

подчеркивая их контекстно-зависимые значения. 

Ключевые слова: Оценочные языковые единицы, прагматика, субъективность, 

хеджирование, смягчение, ирония, поддержание вежливости.   

Abstract. Evaluative units are fundamental to communication, allowing speakers to express 

opinions, emotions, and judgments. This study explores the nature of evaluative units in English and 

their role in discourse, persuasion, and interpersonal communication. The research examines explicit 

and implicit evaluation strategies, highlighting their context-dependent meanings.  

Key words: Evaluative language units, pragmatics, subjectivity, hedging, mitigation, irony, 

maintaining politeness. 

Introduction. Evaluation is a crucial aspect of human communication, enabling individuals to 

convey approval, disapproval, emotions, and attitudes. In English, evaluative units appear in various 

forms, from adjectives  to more complex structures involving modality, hedging, and discourse 

strategies like irony or understatement. Understanding evaluative expressions is essential for grasping 

how language influences social interactions. Evaluative language is not only a means of expressing 

opinions but also a tool for persuasion, politeness, and maintaining relationships. Evaluative units, 

the linguistic building blocks that express subjectivity and judgment in language, encompass a wide 

range of elements from single words  to more complex phrases and grammatical structures. They 

serve as vehicles for conveying a speaker or writer's attitude, opinion, or assessment toward a 

particular subject. However, the interpretation and impact of these units are not fixed; they are 

profoundly influenced by their pragmatic features. This means the context in which they are used, the 

speaker's intent, the audience's expectations, and even considerations of politeness play a crucial role 

in shaping their meaning. Understanding both the evaluative units themselves and the pragmatic 

forces that shape their interpretation is essential for comprehending how language is used to express 

attitudes, persuade others, build relationships, and ultimately, create meaning in social interactions. 

Methods. This research employs qualitative linguistic analysis, focusing on: 

1. Corpus Analysis: A study of texts from media, literature, and spoken discourse to 

identify frequently used evaluative expressions.  

2. Discourse Analysis: Examination of evaluative expressions in natural communication 

settings to determine their pragmatic functions.   

3.Contextual Analysis: Investigation of how evaluative language changes meaning based on 

context, tone, and speaker intent.   

Results. Types of Evaluative Units in English. The study identified three primary types of 

evaluative units in English:  Lexical Evaluations: Words that explicitly convey judgment, such as 

adjectives (excellent, awful), adverbs (fortunately, unfortunately), and nouns (success, failure). Ex: 

Service at the restaurant was terrible, I would not recommend it to anyone. Grammatical Evaluations: 
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Evaluative meaning expressed through modality (must, should, might), tense, and syntactic 

structures. Pragmatic Evaluations: Evaluations conveyed indirectly through politeness strategies, 

irony, understatement, and discourse markers. Ex: I must admit that this is one of the best 

presentations I’ve seen. Ex: It was not as impressive as I expected.   

Evaluative Strategies in English.  Hedging: Softening an evaluation to make it less direct (It’s 

somewhat difficult instead of It’s difficult). Ex:This movie seems to be quite well-received by critics. 

I suppose the project could have been handled more efficiently. Intensification: Strengthening an 

evaluation (That’s absolutely fantastic!).  Ex: I strongly believe that this policy will benefit  everyone. 

Ex: This is absolutely the most breathtaking view I’ve ever seen. Mitigation: Reducing the impact of 

a negative evaluation (It’s not the best option instead of It’s a bad option). Ex: His 

performance in the exam was less than satisfactory. Irony and Understatement: Expressing evaluation 

indirectly (That was an interesting choice to imply criticism).  

Ex:(At a funeral in a heavy rain) What aperfect day  for a celebration,don’t you think? 

Discussion. Subjectivity in Evaluative Language. Evaluative expressions are inherently 

subjective, as they reflect the speaker’s personal perspective. In English, subjectivity is often marked 

by modal verbs (might, should), adverbs (probably, perhaps), and hedging phrases (I think, in my 

opinion). These elements allow speakers to adjust the strength of their evaluations and maintain social 

harmony. Pragmatic Functions of Evaluative Units. Evaluative expressions serve several 

communicative functions: Expressing opinions: Used in conversation, reviews, and debates. 

Maintaining politeness: Hedging and indirect evaluation help speakers avoid conflict. Persuasion: 

Common in advertising, media, and political discourse to shape public perception.  

Contextual Influence on Evaluative Expressions. The meaning of evaluative expressions is 

highly context-dependent. For example, the phrase That’s quite good can have different connotations 

depending on tone and setting. In formal communication, evaluations are often more neutral and 

polite, whereas in informal speech, they can be more exaggerated or sarcastic.   Conclusion. 

Evaluative units play a central role in English communication, influencing discourse, persuasion, and 

social interaction. This study highlights the diverse forms of evaluation, from lexical and grammatical 

expressions to pragmatic strategies. English speakers frequently use hedging, intensification, and 

irony to shape their evaluations, with context playing a key role in interpretation. 
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ABDULLA QAHHORNING “DAHSHAT” HIKOYASIDA SHAMOL DETALI 

ORQALI “QO‘RQUV” SEMASINING AKTUALLASHUVI 

D.M. Komilova, o‘qituvchi, O‘zbekiston davlat jismoniy tarbiya va sport universiteti 

Farg‘ona filiali, Farg‘ona 

 

Annotatsiya. Ushbu maqolada  matnning tarkibiy elementi hisoblangan detal hususida 

mulohazalar, unga filologik yondashuv,  matnning kichik elementi sifatida qarash, e’tirof etish, so‘z 

birikmalari, gap paradigmalari, konseptual jihatdan tahlil qilish borasidagi nazariy masalalar bayon 

qilingan. 

Kalit so‘zlar: badiiy detal, reprezental, tasviriy  detallar; aniqlashtiruvchi detal , xarakter, 

implitsit, badiiy matn, yashirin ma’no. 


