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Pilgrimage tourism represents a rich intersection of religion, language, and culture, where 

terminological systems reflect both sacred tradition and contemporary transformation. This study 

explores the functional-discursive nature of terminology in pilgrimage tourism by comparing it to 

the metaphorical and narrative structures of Ray Bradbury’s The Martian Chronicles. A functional 

discursive analysis approach was employed to examine religious travel terminology and its 

pragmatic roles. Comparative literary analysis was applied to Bradbury’s novel to identify parallels 

in the use of sacred and ideological language. Key terms were categorized and interpreted within 

their socio-cultural and communicative functions. The findings reveal that both pilgrimage 

discourse and Bradbury’s fictional narrative share structures that shape meaning through journey 

metaphors, sacred space, and ideological negotiation. Terms like ziyorat, baraka, sanctuary, and 

voyager perform critical roles in establishing spiritual identity, community values, and narrative 

authority. Language in both contexts guides transformation, ethical reflection, and symbolic 

reinterpretation. The study shows how discourse in both pilgrimage tourism and science fiction 

narratives like The Martian Chronicles not only describes journeys but constructs them as 

meaningful experiences. Terminology becomes a tool of cultural transmission and spiritual 

perception, highlighting the universal function of language in shaping sacred or symbolic human 

movement. 
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Introduction 

Pilgrimage tourism is one of the oldest forms of travel, deeply embedded in human history. It involves 

sacred journeys to religiously significant sites and is characterized by a unique set of terminologies 

that shape the experience of travelers. The language of pilgrimage tourism not only conveys religious 

meaning but also reflects cultural values, beliefs, and historical transformations. This study applies 

functional discursive analysis to the terminological system of pilgrimage tourism, drawing parallels 

with Ray Bradbury’s The Martian Chronicles. Although Bradbury’s novel is a work of science 

fiction, its themes of exploration, settlement, and the search for transcendence offer a compelling 

framework for understanding how discourse influences the perception and experience of sacred 

journeys. 

Pilgrimage Tourism and Its Terminological System. The discourse of pilgrimage tourism consists of 

specific terms and expressions that guide pilgrims' experiences, expectations, and interactions. These 

terms include words related to sacred places (ziyoratgoh, maqam, ziyorat), rituals (tavof, ziyorat 

qilish), and the spiritual transformation of travelers (murshid, ziyokor)[1]. The functional discursive 

approach examines how these terms are used in different contexts and how they shape the pilgrimage 

experience. 

Key linguistic functions of pilgrimage tourism terminology include: 

Expressing Sacredness and Devotion – Terms such as ziyorat (pilgrimage) and baraka (blessing) 

convey the religious and spiritual significance of the journey. Creating a Sense of Community – 

Language fosters a collective identity among pilgrims through shared terms, greetings, and 

prayers[2]. 

Establishing Authority and Tradition – The use of historical and religious references in pilgrimage 

discourse legitimizes traditions and reinforces the sacredness of certain rituals. The Martian 

Chronicles as a Discursive Parallel to Pilgrimage Tourism. Ray Bradbury’s The Martian Chronicles 

is a series of interconnected stories about the colonization of Mars, human encounters with the 

Martians, and the search for meaning in a new world. Despite its futuristic setting, the novel presents 

several discursive elements that resonate with pilgrimage tourism. 

The Theme of Sacred Journeys 

In both pilgrimage tourism and The Martian Chronicles, the journey is not just physical but also 

spiritual[3]. The first human explorers in the novel perceive Mars as a mysterious and almost sacred 

land. Similarly, pilgrims traveling to holy sites experience a profound sense of discovery and 

reverence. 

1. The Transformation of Language and Meaning Bradbury’s novel explores how language changes 

when humans encounter a new environment. Martian symbols, signs, and language become 

reinterpreted through human perspectives. Similarly, in pilgrimage tourism, terms evolve as 

different cultures interact with sacred traditions, leading to linguistic adaptations and 

reinterpretations. In The Martian Chronicles, humans attempt to create familiar structures, names, 

and rituals on Mars, shaping it into a new home. Pilgrims engage in a similar process when they 

visit holy sites, using language to construct and affirm the sanctity of these places. The 

terminology of pilgrimage reinforces the sacredness of sites, guiding pilgrims’ perceptions and 

behaviors. Ray Bradbury’s The Martian Chronicles can be examined as a discursive parallel to 

pilgrimage tourism in several ways[4]. The novel’s exploration of human settlement on Mars 

mirrors the themes of journey, discovery, cultural encounters, and transformation found in 

pilgrimage tourism. Below are some key aspects where discourse in The Martian Chronicles 

aligns with pilgrimage tourism narratives: 

2. Journey as a Central Theme Pilgrimage involves a purposeful journey to a sacred or significant 

place, often with spiritual, cultural, or transformative goals. In The Martian Chronicles, the 
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human voyages to Mars represent a deep search for meaning, escape, and renewal, much like the 

motivations behind pilgrimages. 

3. Encounters with the ‘Other’         

Pilgrims interact with local cultures, traditions, and historical narratives, sometimes reshaping 

their own identities. Similarly, Earth’s settlers in Bradbury’s novel interact with the Martians 

(either literally or through their remnants), leading to changes in perspectives and cultural 

exchanges[5].  

Sacredness of Place Many pilgrimage sites hold spiritual or historical significance that shapes 

discourse around them. In The Martian Chronicles, Mars becomes an almost mythical space, 

representing both nostalgia for Earth and a new sacred frontier where human dreams and fears 

unfold. 

4. Nostalgia and the Reconstruction of Memory Pilgrimage tourism often involves revisiting 

historical or spiritual origins, sometimes idealizing the past. Bradbury’s portrayal of Mars as a 

land filled with echoes of human longing and lost civilizations reflects a similar nostalgic 

discourse, where the settlers impose their own memories and myths onto the Martian landscape. 

5. Ethical and Transformative Dimensions Pilgrimages often challenge travelers to rethink their 

values and ethics[6]. 

Methods 

This research adopts a qualitative, interdisciplinary methodology combining Functional Discursive 

Analysis (FDA) with Comparative Literary Analysis. The primary objective is to investigate how 

terminology in pilgrimage tourism functions pragmatically and discursively to construct, transmit, 

and transform spiritual and cultural experiences. 

The first stage involved collecting key terminological units frequently used in the context of 

pilgrimage tourism, including but not limited to ziyorat (pilgrimage), maqam (sacred site), baraka 

(blessing), murshid (spiritual guide), and ziyokor (pilgrim). These terms were analyzed through the 

lens of functional linguistics, focusing on their pragmatic functions, such as expressing sacredness, 

legitimizing rituals, and creating group identity[7]. 

The second stage of analysis involved a comparative reading of Ray Bradbury’s The Martian 

Chronicles. Selected chapters were examined to identify conceptual and terminological parallels 

between fictional exploration and pilgrimage discourse. Key themes—such as sacred space, cultural 

encounter, nostalgia, and transformation—were mapped onto linguistic patterns found in religious 

tourism texts and oral traditions. 

Discourse samples from religious travel blogs, guidebooks, and interviews with pilgrims were 

triangulated to reinforce analytical validity. The methodology emphasizes how language is used not 

only to describe experiences but to perform sacred identities and embed values into social interaction. 

All data were interpreted in light of Halliday’s Systemic Functional Linguistics and Fairclough’s 

model of Critical Discourse Analysis, ensuring a robust theoretical grounding. 

Results and Discussion 

In The Martian Chronicles, the moral dilemmas of colonization, destruction of native cultures, and 

the longing for home parallel the ethical considerations in modern pilgrimage tourism, where 

travelers must navigate between respect and appropriation. The study of pilgrimage tourism 

terminology through a functional discursive lens reveals how language constructs and maintains the 

sacredness of religious travel[8]. By drawing comparisons with The Martian Chronicles, this article 

highlights the universal nature of sacred journeys and the role of discourse in shaping human 

experiences. Just as Bradbury’s novel illustrates the power of language in defining new worlds, the 
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terminology of pilgrimage tourism continues to evolve, shaping spiritual and cultural identities across 

generations. Functional Discursive Analysis focuses on the pragmatic and communicative roles of 

language in social interactions. In the context of pilgrimage tourism, terminology is more than just a 

set of specialized words; it carries cultural, religious, and ideological meanings[9]. Terms such as 

"sacred journey," "pilgrim," and "sanctuary" are deeply rooted in religious and spiritual traditions, 

shaping the way people experience and describe their journeys. Similarly, the terminology in The 

Martian Chronicles serves to construct a narrative of exploration, displacement, and transcendence, 

which mirrors the discourse of pilgrimage. In pilgrimage tourism, discourse plays a crucial role in 

guiding, legitimizing, and ritualizing the experience. Whether in historical or modern contexts, the 

language used to describe pilgrimages reinforces specific values and emotions. For example, 

religious texts, travel guides, and testimonials often emphasize transformation, devotion, and spiritual 

fulfillment. In The Martian Chronicles, the depiction of Mars as a destination for human settlers 

reflects a similar discursive pattern—characters seek renewal, escape, or a deeper understanding of 

existence, much like religious pilgrims[10]. 

Terminological Systems in The Martian Chronicles Ray Bradbury's The Martian Chronicles presents 

Mars not just as a new frontier but as a place imbued with mythic and quasi-religious significance. 

The novel’s discourse includes terms and concepts that align with those found in pilgrimage tourism. 

Words like "voyager," "sanctuary," and "prophet" carry connotations of spiritual journeys. The 

Martian landscape itself is often described in ways that evoke religious imagery, creating a narrative 

that parallels historical pilgrimages. 

One of the most significant aspects of pilgrimage discourse is the idea of sacred space. In religious 

pilgrimages, sites like Mecca, Lourdes, or Varanasi are considered places of divine presence and 

transformation. In The Martian Chronicles, Mars becomes a symbolic sacred space—a destination 

where travelers undergo existential reflection and renewal. The settlers, much like pilgrims, seek 

meaning, whether through escape from Earth’s troubles or the hope of creating a utopian society[11-

12]. 

Pragmatic Functions of Language in Pilgrimage and The Martian Chronicles 

Pragmatically, terminological systems in pilgrimage tourism serve several functions: they provide 

structure, convey authority, and create a sense of belonging. Pilgrims rely on specific discourse 

patterns to communicate their experiences, from prayer and ritualistic expressions to travel 

documentation and storytelling. This structured use of language gives legitimacy to the pilgrimage 

experience. In The Martian Chronicles, Bradbury’s use of language reflects similar functions. 

Characters engage in discussions about destiny, colonization, and cultural encounters using terms 

that echo religious and pilgrimage discourse. For instance, the idea of Mars as a promised land echoes 

biblical and mythological narratives[13]. The pragmatic use of language in the novel helps shape the 

settlers' perception of their journey—not just as a physical relocation but as a meaningful, 

transformative experience[14]. Another key pragmatic function is the negotiation of cultural and 

ideological perspectives. In pilgrimage tourism, the interaction between locals and pilgrims often 

involves discourse that blends respect, adaptation, and conflict. In The Martian Chronicles, the 

encounters between human settlers and Martians reflect this same dynamic. The language used by 

both groups determines whether their interaction leads to harmony or misunderstanding[15]. Just as 

religious pilgrimage sites have historically been spaces of both spiritual exchange and tension, 

Bradbury’s Mars becomes a site where language and discourse mediate relationships between 

different civilizations. 

Conclusion 

By applying Functional Discursive Analysis to the terminological systems in pilgrimage tourism and 

The Martian Chronicles, we can see how language shapes the way journeys—both real and 

fictional—are understood. The novel’s use of terminology mirrors that of pilgrimage discourse, 



67 | EXCELLENCIA: INTERNATIONAL MULTI-DISCIPLINARY JOURNAL OF EDUCATION 

https://multijournals.org/index.php/excellencia-imje 

 

reinforcing themes of transformation, sacred space, and ideological negotiation. Just as pilgrimage 

tourism relies on specific terminological frameworks to structure experience, The Martian Chronicles 

uses language to create a sense of mythic and spiritual exploration. Through this lens, Bradbury’s 

work not only tells a story of interplanetary travel but also reflects deeper human themes of faith, 

displacement, and the search for meaning. 
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