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Abstract: This thesis examines the implications of conversational 

implicature in Khaled Hosseini's novel "The Kite Runner." Through a detailed 

analysis of the text, the thesis explores how conversational implicature shapes 

the characters' interactions and relationships. The article delves into the ways in 

which implied meanings and indirect communication contribute to the 

development of the novel's themes of betrayal, redemption, and personal 

turmoil. Additionally, the thesis considers the cultural and historical context of 

Afghanistan as it relates to conversational implicature, and how this linguistic 

phenomenon influences the portrayal of friendship, loyalty, and forgiveness in 

the novel. By exploring these complex implications, this thesis offers a deeper 

understanding of the novel's exploration of human nature and the complexities 

of personal and national identity through the lens of conversational implicature. 
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In the realm of communication, it is not just the words we choose to utter that 

convey meaning. Often, there are underlying messages that are subtly implied or 

understood through the context of a conversation. These inferred meanings, 

known as conversational implicatures, play a significant role in understanding 

the true intent behind what is being said. [3, 1]  Conversational implicatures, 

coined by philosopher H.P. Grice, are the unspoken messages that are conveyed 

indirectly during a conversation. [2, 124] They go beyond the literal meaning of 

the words used and heavily rely on the shared knowledge and understanding 

between the participants. However, capturing conversational implicatures is not 

always a straightforward task. They often require the participants to possess a 

certain level of pragmatics, which involves understanding implied meanings and 

context-driven inferences. Factors such as cultural background, societal norms, 

and personal experiences can all influence the interpretation of implicatures. 

Another crucial aspect of conversational implicatures is their cooperative 

nature. Grice's Cooperative Principle suggests that conversations are based on 

the shared assumption that participants will contribute and interpret 

information in a truthful, relevant, and informative manne. [4, 41] 
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Conversational implicatures function within this framework, where they rely on 

the cooperation of both parties for accurate interpretation.   

 The Kite Runner, written by Khaled Hosseini, is a novel that delves into the 

complexities of human nature, personal turmoil, and the cultural and historical 

context of Afghanistan. One of the central themes of the novel is betrayal and 

redemption, which is intricately woven into the narrative through the 

exploration of friendship, loyalty, and forgiveness. The novel also explores the 

concept of identity and the impact of personal choices on one's sense of self. 

Through the use of conversational implicature, Hosseini skillfully conveys 

deeper meanings and underlying messages within the text. Conversational 

implicature refers to the implied meaning that is conveyed through language, 

beyond the literal interpretation of the words. In The Kite Runner, this can be 

seen in the subtle nuances of dialogue and character interactions, where 

unspoken emotions and intentions are conveyed through indirect 

communication. The cultural context of Afghanistan plays a significant role in 

shaping the characters' beliefs and actions, as well as influencing the unfolding 

of the plot. The historical backdrop of the novel, including the Soviet invasion 

and the rise of the Taliban, adds depth and complexity to the story, highlighting 

the impact of political turmoil on individual lives.    

 One example of conversational implicature in “The Kite Runner” can be 

seen in the interactions between the protagonist, Amir, and his friend Hassan. 

When Hassan repeatedly refers to Amir as "agha," a term of respect in Afghan 

culture, it conveys not only their social status difference but also the underlying 

loyalty and affection that Hassan feels towards Amir, despite their unequal 

relationship. Another example is when Baba, Amir's father, tells him, "There is 

only one sin, only one. And that is theft. Every other sin is a variation of theft". [1, 

13] This statement carries a deeper meaning beyond the literal interpretation, 

as it reflects Baba's belief in the importance of personal integrity and the 

consequences of betrayal. A further example is when Amir's father, Baba, says to 

him, "A boy who won't stand up for himself becomes a man who can't stand up 

to anything". [1, 18] which carries the implicit message of the importance of 

courage and resilience in facing life's challenges. The historical context of 

Afghanistan is also intricately woven into the narrative, such as when Amir 

reflects on the impact of the Soviet invasion on his family and the subsequent 

rise of the Taliban. This not only provides a backdrop for the characters' 

experiences but also adds layers of complexity to their motivations and actions. 

Furthermore, the theme of identity is explored through Amir's internal struggles 
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and personal choices, such as when he grapples with his guilt over betraying 

Hassan and seeks redemption through his actions. This theme is subtly 

conveyed through the character's introspective thoughts and conversations with 

others, allowing readers to explore the complexities of self-discovery and 

personal growth. Overall, The Kite Runner is a powerful exploration of human 

nature and the universal themes of betrayal, redemption, and forgiveness. 

Through its use of conversational implicature, the novel invites readers to delve 

into the layers of meaning beneath the surface, offering a rich and thought-

provoking reading experience. 

References: 
1. Khaled Hosseini, “The Kite Runner”, Bloomsbury Publishing Plc, 2011. 

2. Bach, K. (1994). Conversational impliciture. Mind and language, 9(2), 124-

162. 

3. Blome‐Tillmann, M. (2013). Conversational implicatures (and how to spot 

them). Philosophy Compass, 8(2). 

4. Grice, H. P. (1975 [1989]). Logic and Conversation. Syntax and Semantics 

III: Speech Acts. P. Cole and J. L. Morgan. New York, Academic Press: 41-58. 

5. Hongli, W., & Meiying, S. A Study of Conversational Implicature in The Kite 

Runner from the Perspective of Violating the Cooperative Principle. 

6. Usmonova Z.X. (2018). THE ANALYSES OF ALLEGORIC CHARACTERS IN 

FAULKNER''S "A FABLE". Теория и практика современной науки, (5 (35)), 

1012-1015. 

7.  Zarina, U., & Nozanin, G. (2022, January). The main features of description 

in “the old man and the sea” by ernest hemingway. In Integration Conference on 

Integration of Pragmalinguistics, Functional Translation Studies and Language 

Teaching Processes (pp. 66-67). 

8. Usmonova, Z., & Quvvatova, D. (2021). The features of artistic functions in 

scientific fantasy (using the example of Ray Bradbury and Isaac Asimov’s 

works). ACADEMICIA: An International Multidisciplinary Research Journal. 

https://saarj. com, 11(3). 

9. Usmonova, Z. H., & Fayziyeva, A. A. (2019). LEXICAL AND GRAMMATICAL 

PECULIARITIES OF COMPLEX TERMS IN ISAAC ASIMOV’S WORKS. Scientific and 

Technical Journal of Namangan Institute of Engineering and Technology, 1(5), 

257-262. 

10. Usmonova, Z. H. (2017). Stiven King fantastikasiga ta’siri. Міжнарод nbuv. 

gov. ua/cgibin/irbis_nbuv/cgiirbis_64. exe WNLOAD= 1&Image_file_name. 

11. Habibovna, U. Z. (2023). Rey Bredberining “Marsga Hujum” (“The Martian 

Chronicles”) Asari Tarjimasida Leksik Xususiyatlar. Miasto Przyszłości, 32, 354–



ACADEMIC RESEARCH IN MODERN SCIENCE 
International scientific-online conference 

 

117 
 

357. Retrieved from 

http://miastoprzyszlosci.com.pl/index.php/mp/article/view/1166 

12. Usmonova, Z. H. (2017). T influence on Uzbek scienc (1)), 170 

nbuv/cgiirbis_64. exe. C21C E_DOWNLOAD= 1&Image. 

13. Usmonova, Z. (2021). Artistic functions of scientific terms in work (on the 

example of Ray Bradbury and Isaac Asimov). ЦЕНТР НАУЧНЫХ ПУБЛИКАЦИЙ 

(buxdu. uz), 5(5). 

14. Usmonova, Z. H. (2021). T works of Ray Bradbury, Isa 2 (4), 499-503. 

15. Usmonova, Z. (2021). Artistic functions of scientific terms in work (on the 

example of Ray Bradbury and Isaac Asimov). ЦЕНТР НАУЧНЫХ ПУБЛИКАЦИЙ 

(buxdu. uz), 5(5). 

16. Habibovna, U. Z., & Shukhratovna, K. N. (2023). Analysis of Feelings and 

Impressions of the Protagonist in the Work “Fahrenheit 451” by Ray Bradbury. 

INTERNATIONAL JOURNAL OF LANGUAGE LEARNING AND APPLIED 

LINGUISTICS, 2(4), 130-135. 

17. Muhsinovna, R. M., & Aminovich, U. A. (2022). THE IMPLEMENTATION OF 

CORPUS-BASED TECHNIQUES TO ANALYZE LITERARY WORKS. Open Access 

Repository, 8 (04), 88–91. 

18. Rakhmatova, M. M., & Inoyatova, D. I. (2022). CONCEPTUAL AND 

FIGURATIVE STRUCTURE OF THE CONCEPT OF" UGLINESS". Open Access 

Repository, 8 (04), 58–61. 

19. Saparova, M. R., & Sevinchova, N. N. (2019). THE ROLE OF GRAMMAR IN 

LEARNING THE ENGLISH LANGUAGE. In Язык и культура (pp. 67-71). 2. 

Ramazonovna, S. M. (2023). THE ROLE OF AN ENGLISH TEACHER IN THE 

DEVELOPMENT OF CREATIVE THINKING AND CREATIVE ABILITIES OF 

STUDENTS. Innovative Technologica: Methodical Research Journal, 4 (04), 66–

73. 

20. Kurbanov, S. . (2023). The Theme of Father-Daugther Relationship in “to 

Kill a Mockingbird” by Herper Lee. Interdisciplinary Conference of Young 

Scholars in Social Sciences, 144–147. Retrieved from 

https://openconference.us/index.php/ysc/article/view/804. 

21.  Kurbanov, S. (2023). “ЎТКАН КУНЛАР” РОМАНИДА ОҚИЛ ОТАЛАР 

ОБРАЗИ ТАЛҚИНИ. ЦЕНТР НАУЧНЫХ ПУБЛИКАЦИЙ (buxdu.Uz), 32(32). 

извлечено от 

https://journal.buxdu.uz/index.php/journals_buxdu/article/view/9470. 

22. YULDASHEVA, F. (2023). ЭТИЧЕСКИЕ ПРОБЛЕМЫ В ТВОРЧЕСТВЕ 

АЛИШЕРА НАВОИ. ЦЕНТР НАУЧНЫХ ПУБЛИКАЦИЙ (buxdu.Uz), 31(31). 



ACADEMIC RESEARCH IN MODERN SCIENCE 
International scientific-online conference 

 

118 
 

извлечено от 

https://journal.buxdu.uz/index.php/journals_buxdu/article/view/9271 

23. YULDASHEVA, F. (2023). XUSHMUOMALALIKNING NUTQ ODOBIDA 

IFODALANISHI. ЦЕНТР НАУЧНЫХ ПУБЛИКАЦИЙ (buxdu.Uz), 33(33). 

извлечено от 

https://journal.buxdu.uz/index.php/journals_buxdu/article/view/9642 

24. Rasulov , Z. (2023). LISONIY TEJAMKORLIKNING AXBOROT IFODASIDAGI 

ORTIQCHALIKKA MUNOSABATI. ЦЕНТР НАУЧНЫХ ПУБЛИКАЦИЙ (buxdu.Uz), 

42(42). извлечено от 

https://journal.buxdu.uz/index.php/journals_buxdu/article/view/10944 

25. Rasulov, Z. I. (2023). THE NOTION OF NON-EQUIVALENT WORDS AND 

REALIAS IN ENGLISH AND UZBEK LANGUAGES. Finland International Scientific 

Journal of Education, Social Science & Humanities, 11(6), 35-40. 

26. Rasulov , Z. (2023). Принцип когнитивной экономии как важный 

фактор в передаче информации. ЦЕНТР НАУЧНЫХ ПУБЛИКАЦИЙ 

(buxdu.Uz), 42(42). извлечено от 

https://journal.buxdu.uz/index.php/journals_buxdu/article/view/10954   


