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Abstract. This thesis explores the stylistic techniques William Faulkner uses 

to depict settings in ―A Rose for Emily,‖ focusing on how these methods 

enhance the narrative's mood, themes, and character development. 

Through detailed textual analysis, this study highlights the prominent themes 

of decay and deterioration, Faulkner's rich use of imagery, and his adept 

use of sensory details to evoke a feeling of both tangible and emotional 

decline. This paper examines how Faulkner`s descriptions of setting do more 

than paint a scene; they act as crucial symbols that reflect Emily Grierson's 

inner turmoil, the societal constraints of the Old South, and the challenges of 

adapting to change and dealing with loss. The analysis aims to deepen the 

understanding of Faulkner's sophisticated linguistic techniques and the 

significant role of setting as a symbolic element in literature. 

Key words: setting, miserable spirit, stylistic devices, metaphor, 

symbolism 

 

Introduction.  William Faulkner's "A Rose for Emily," first published in Forum 

on April 30, 1930, marked his debut in a national magazine. The story unfolds 

in the fictional town of Jefferson, Mississippi, modeled after Faulkner's own 

Oxford, Mississippi. The narrative employs an unconventional collective 

narrator, representing the townspeople who observe and gossip about Emily 

Grierson's life events. The tale portrays Emily as a woman deeply isolated 

from her community, who ultimately resorts to extreme and shocking 

measures to escape her solitude. 

Main body. In ―A Rose for Emily,‖ William Faulkner creates a compelling 

narrative that delves into themes of love, fixation, and the inevitable conflict 

between the old and the new in the deteriorating South. Faulkner employs a 

range of stylistic devices to craft a clear setting that enhances the story's 

tragic and melancholic tone. The meticulous depiction of settings such as 

Miss Emily's house, the town of Jefferson, and the expansive landscape 
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contributes significantly to the narrative's mysterious and miserable spirit, 

emphasizing the pervasive influence of the past. In this thesis the primary 

stylistic elements are analyzed that Faulkner uses to infuse these locales with 

deep symbolic meaning, making the protagonist's psychological landscape 

understandable. By supporting detailed imagery, rich sensory descriptions, 

and symbolism, Faulkner creates a setting that is both tangible and laden 

with emotional resonance, depicting the internal turmoil of Miss Emily. 

 The setting of Jefferson in ―A Rose for Emily‖ effectively showcases the 

South's evolving landscape, marking a transition from old traditions to a new, 

modern era.20 The town's transformation, with its newly paved streets and 

modern structures, stands in stark contrast to the static, decaying state of 

the Grierson home, exemplifying the relentless march of progress that Miss 

Emily staunchly opposes. This stark dichotomy not only highlights the conflict 

between past and present but also illustrates Miss Emily's growing 

estrangement from the society around her.       

Through the setting of Jefferson, Faulkner masterfully illustrates the 

theme of transformation and the inevitable clash between tradition and 

progress. The town`s evolution, juxtaposed with the stagnation of the 

Grierson home, not only reflects the societal changes in the South but also 

serves as a poignant backdrop for Miss Emily`s tragic resistance to change 

and her ensuing alienation and internal turmoil.      

Objects, settings, or recurring motifs can serve as symbols that reflect 

the themes of the narrative. For instance, a decaying house might symbolize 

the deteriorating state of a character who cannot let go of the past. The 

house itself, particularly its state of disrepair, embodies Emily Grierson's own 

life and inner world. ―The front of the house was two stories high, [...] with a 

steep roof and a pillared porch‖, ―the odor of dust and disuse‖ 21(Faulkner, 

1930). It's a physical manifestation of her refusal to let go of the past, 

specifically the memory of her deceased lover, Homer Barron. The house is 

described as ―stale and cold‖ and ―filled with dust and shadows,‖ mirroring 

Emily's isolation and the way she holds onto a bygone era. It also reflects the 

decay of the Old South, a theme central to the story. The town itself seems 

to possess a sense of judgment and disapproval, reflecting the community's 

                                                           
20

 Style and Meaning in William Faulkner's "A Rose for Emily Jan 2002 
21

  https://aithor.com/essay-examples/stylistic-devices-in-a-rose-for-emily-by-william-faulkner 
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condemnation of Emily's actions: ―The town…was full of whispers…and the 

old men…spoke of Emily in hushed voices‖ (Faulkner, 1930). 

Faulkner also imbues the places with a sense of personality and 

sentience. He used personification to enhance symbolic significance of 

place names. The house is often personified, appearing to hold its breath, to 

watch, and to remember: ―The house…seemed to hold its breath…as 

though it had just learned the news…the old house…watched…the garden 

was a tangle of rose bushes…where the old man's ghost…still walked at 

night…‖22      

Faulkner's mastery of stylistic devices in describing places in "A Rose for 

Emily" creates a compelling and unforgettable experience for the reader. 

Through evocative imagery, symbolism, personification, repetition, and 

contrast, he constructs a world steeped in Southern Gothic tradition, where 

the past lingers, decay is pervasive, and the struggle between tradition and 

progress is a constant and haunting presence. 
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