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INTELLECTUAL PROPERTY RIGHTS IN
UZBEKISTAN: AN OVERVIEW:

Akramov Izzatulla IKROMOVICH®®
Assoc. Prof. Dr. Akhmedova Sarvinoz HIKMATOVNA®**

Intellectual property (IP) rights in Uzbekistan have evolved significantly
since the country’s independence in 1991. The legal framework for IP protec-
tion is based on several key laws and international agreements, reflecting a
commitment to safeguarding creative and innovative achievements.

As notable IP Cases we can share following examples, in 2019, GM Uz-
bekistan (now UzAuto Motors) faced challenges protecting its “Chevrolet”
trademark in the local market. They successfully pursued actions against unau-
thorized dealers using the Chevrolet brand, which resulted in strengthened en-
forcement of automotive trademark rights. The company has also successfully
registered and defended multiple trademarks including “Artel” and “Royal.”

The legal protection of intellectual property in Uzbekistan is primarily
governed by the “Constitution”, the “Civil Code”, and specific laws such as
“Law “On Copyright and Related Rights”: This law regulates literary, scien-
tific, and artistic works, ensuring authors’ rights are protected, Law “On In-
ventions, Utility Models and Industrial Designs™: Covers patents for inven-
tions, utility models, and industrial designs, Law “On Trademarks, Service

This study has been checked by a plagiarism detection program and has undergone

. Ppeerreview.
Researcher of the English linguistics department,
. liakramov@buxdu.uz, ORCID 0000-0003-4358-634X. -
" Assoc. Prof. Dr., Bukhara State University, s.x.axmedova@buxdu.uz, OR
0000-0002-2009-5786.

Bukhara State University,



14
Marks and Appellations of Origin of Goods™: Deals with trademarks registr,_
tion.

Additionally, resolutions |
role in guiding judicial decisions relate

ike those from the Supreme Court play a crucjy
d to IP cases. Until 2019, the Intellect,,.

al Property Agency was responsible for state registration of IP objects. Folloy.
ing reforms initiated by Presidential Decree No. PD-41 6§ on Eebmaw 2, 2019,
this agency was reorganized under the Ministry of J}lstlcfa W?th expanded re.-
sponsibilities including enforcement measures against infringements. Thijg

change has enhanced legal enforcement capabilities.

Uzbekistan has joined several international treaties aimed at strengthening
its IP regime, including the Berne Convention (2005), the WIPO Performances
and Phonograms Treaty (WPPT), and the WIPO Copyright Treaty (WCT),
collectively known as WIPO Internet Treaties (accession in 2019). These
memberships reflect efforts to align domestic legislation with global standards.

Despite progress made through legislative reforms like extending copyright
terms from 50 to 70 years, challenges persist. Uzbekistan remains on the U.S.
Trade Representative’s Special 301 Report Watch List due to ongoing issues
with full ex officio border enforcement authority, and there is a need for further
improvements in protecting foreign sound recordings under copyright law.

However, recent strategies such as establishing regional IP Protection
Centers indicate continued commitment towards enhancing enforcement

mechanisms.

Approximately 4.5 thousand items of intellectual property are registered
annually in Uzbekistan. This includes over 2 thousand trademarks, highlight-
ing active engagement with IP protection within both domestic businesses and
international entities operating locally.

While significant strides have been made towards strengthening intellec-
tual property rights protection in Uzbekistan through legislative updates and
institutional restructuring since its independence from Soviet rule until now,
there remain areas where further development is necessary—particularly re-
garding full implementation of international obligations related to border con-
trol measures against counterfeit goods entering or exiting its borders.
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