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TI{Е, IMPORTA]\CЕ oF RoLЕ PLAYING AсТIVITIЕS IN IMPROVII\G
STUDЕNTS' COMMUNICATION SKILLS

I{hаmrаеvа Gulchehrо Ibrаkhimovnсt
Seniоr tеаchеr of thе English Litеrаturе аnd

Stуlistics d epаrtmеnt, B ukhаra Stotе Univеrsitу,
g u lc h е h r а_k h аmr аеv а_1 9 7 1 @m а i l. r u

tеaсhing forеign languagеs in Uzbеkistan has bесomе vеry important sincr thе first
days of thе Indереndеriсе oГ оur сountry, whiоh pays much attеntion to thе rising of
еduсation lеvеl of реoрlе, tlrrir intеllесtual growth, as wеll as, grеat attеntion is paid to
traсhing Еnglish throi.rgh cornmuniсativе aсtivities, whеrе thе studоnts arе еlatеd to
partiоipatе in any commutricativе activity whеn thеy possеss thе knowlеdge of сurrеnt
and past issuеs.
In tеxtbooks, grammar atrd r,oсabulary arr vеry oftеn prrsеntеd out of оontехt. Lrarnеrs
arе givеn isolatеd sеntеnсеs, whiсh thеy arr еxpеоtеd to intеrnalizе through еxеrcisеs
involving rеpеtitioтl, rr-raniрtrlation, and grammatiоal transformation. Thеsе ехеrсisеs arе
dеsignеd to provide lеаmel's with fоrmal, dеclarativе mastеry, but unlеss thеy prоvidе
opiэor1unitiеs for lеarnеrs to еxplorе grammatiсal struоturеs in оontехt, thеy makе thе
task of dеvrlopirrя pгоссdural skill bring ablе to usе thе languagе for сommuniсation
morr diffiсult than it nсеds tо bе, bесausе lеarnеrs arе dеniеd tlrе оpportunity of sееing

. ' t . т ' 1 .
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thе systеmatiс rеiationslrips that еxist bеtwееn form, mеaning, and usе, but in CLT thе

i"u.йnn shoulсl 1эс rеlated tо rеal lifе situation so that studеnts сould undеrstand thе

rоality ortь. l iI.e. ]\4огсОVс.r, thе studеnts shoulсl bе providеd with rеal l ifе situations with

thе hЬlp of crоatjvcl]ess o| rоlо plays, simulatiorrs and pro.jеcts Aссording tо Мargiе S'

Bеrns, an ехpегt iгr tLrr fiold of сommuniсativе languagе tеaсhing, ,,lапgъtаgе is

intеrасtion,' it is intеl,pеrsоnаl сtctiуiф апd hаs а сleаr rеlаtioпship with sociеtу. Iп this

light, lапguаgе sluсl1l lrls to |'ook аt thе usе (unction) of lаnguаgе iп contехt, both its

liпguistic coпtехt hl,hсt| is ъrttеrеd bфrе аnd а.ftеr а givеn piеcе of discoursе) апd its

',oiiol, or situаtiопotl, с,,сlt1|ех| (who is spеаking, whаt thеir soсiа| rolеs аrе, whу thеу hаvе

с()mе togеthеr to spеаk'),,.
So' rolфlaying ai a tеaсhing mеthodology is thе сonsсious aсting out and disоussion of

tlrе ro1е in a group, as it is onе of a wholе gamut of сommuniсativе tеchniquеs which

dеvеlops fluеnсy, pronrotеs intеraсtion in thr оlassroom and inсrеasеs motivation'

l,arsеn-Frеепlan роiпtсс1 out irr hеr book ' 'Tесhniquеs and Prinоiplеs in Languagе

l.еaсhirrg'' thaL ,,Rоlе-plсt.уS а|,е llеrу importапt in thе Сommuniсаtiуе Аpproаch bесаusе
r r -,'t|lеу 

givе stuс]епL,у сtrt t;уl1lоrtunit1t to prасticе CОпImunicаtiпg in di/fеreпt sociаl cсlпtехts

сlnd in dffirеn1,srlс: iсt l rt; l е,S,,,
Aоcording tо }3rOWn' ,,rolе-plау minirnаllу inуolvеs giving а rolе to Оnе or Шorе

п,tеmbеrs oJ' сt grоt,t7э rпсl с,l,lsigniпg аn objеctiуе or purp()Sе thаt pаrticipапts пlust

ассomplish',,
RоlЬ.рlaу is tlоl оri l l l typс оf simulation aсtivity that allows studеnts to bе crеativе in

thе classroom 1эu1 also it оould 1эе viеwеd as a typе of problеm-basеd lеarning, it is

с1istinоtivе in that stLtdоllts irоt out thе given sсеnario in ' 'rеal timе.' ' Rоlе play ехеrcisеs

givе studеnts thе оp1эогtшnity to assumr thе rolе of a prrson or aсt out a givеn situation.

th.'. ro}еs сan bе pег1brmеd by individual studеnts, in pairs, or in groups whiсh оar.l

play out a moгr соtrrрlох sсеnario.
Thеy сan lэе еtТеctivоiу ursed in thе сlassroom to:
У Moti l 'аtе сtПd t,J lЦсI{L, SIudrпtS

} Еnhаncе аrrеп'|' tеас:hing strаtеgiеs,'u 
, Proviсlе rесtl-vl,оi,lсj ,'''с:еnсlt'irl'g tо hеlp studеrtt'у |еаrn
Р Lеа'rn 'slсi|!s' li,s,?:l irt rесrl'-world situаtions (nеgotiаtion, dеbаtе, tесtпtwol'k'

сoopеrа | iс,lL1, реt"'.i |,l( |'','i,О п/)
'Р 

Proуidе о7l7эоr|u,tliIiе,;.fbr critiсаl observаtioп of pееrs
Ladoussе ofТегeсl ii ilеvv t-tnсlеrstanding of rolе-рlay by rеdеfining it as ,,аn еducаtirэпаl
1еchпiquе, kпоуvn tо g'еnеr.с|tе сl lot of .fun, ехсitеmепt, joу апd lаughter in thе lапguаgе

с|аss аs ,pLа.1l, i|,sеlJ шtttt.сttl,1ееS а sсlJe епvironmепt inwhiсh lеаrпеrs сап bе аs iпvепtillе

опd рlщ,ful сts' 1lсs,';".i!,lс 
',

.l.his idеa оf гole-рlау. ilr its sinrplеst form, is to givе studеnts opportunitiеs to praсtiое

intеraсting with оtl.rсr.s irr сеrtain rolе.
Thеrе arе usually thrее StъgеS to doing a rolе play in сlass:

1. Tеaоhеr рrерaГrs thе оhildrеn for thе rоle play by sеtting up thе situatior-r and

making suгс tliс сLlildrrn havе thе nrcеssary languagе.

"  2 .  Сh i ld гс l t  с lо  t l ' с  r t , i с  1 ; l аv
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3. Tеaсhеr obsеrvеs t]rеrт noting down сommеnts in prеparation
At this point, it is inrpогtаnt nоt to intеrfеrr unlеss absolutеly nеcеssary, Onое the rolе
play is finishоd, thе tеaсhог оrganizеs rеflесtion and fееdbaсk:

l.- оn tllе proсеSl; (ltоvt, t,hе сhildren did thе аctivitу)
. on the prосluсt (ltоll, it turnеd out)

In praсtiсе, thе bсt,tiс,. ,уi'е{),\, iп 1lrеpаring а rolе plа.у cou|dbe:
.}introduсе сlr с:]iоit and ргaоtiсе thе languagе thе сhildrrn nееd,
* introduсr the оlli.it.elсttэt.s: hеrе you might givе thе сhildrеn a rolе card with thо

informatiоrl tlrсl ' t lеtld 1о рlay thеir rolе;
* introduсе thс si1itirtiоll irnd prеsеnt thе оhildrеn with thе task;
* praсtiсе so]Ir tурiсаl dialoguеs in a morе сontrollеd еnvironmеnt;
.} do thе rоlс piaу"
* fееdbaсk iionr t]re tоaсhеr and childrеn: how did thе childrеn do thе task and how

wrll did thry ооrгr1llеtе it.?
Whilе doing rolеtplay, thе studеnts havе an opportunity to intеrprеt thеir ro1еs in thе
targеt languagе сrеativеly. Тhе tеaоhеrs sеldom intеrfеrе whrn thе studеnts makе
mistakеs and this wilL сlссr.оasе t}tе anхiеty of most shy studеnts. Also sinсе rolе-play is
muсh likе doing;: i. l l i i"i i.сjгlttтt;i- thе str-rdеnts know that thеy arе not displaying thеir own
pеrsonalitiеs' Могеtlуg.'. ' '1l}1iiс dоing rolе-play, thе studеnts who arе bеttеr at acting tharr
spеaking can lrar,с l L.]]:l l|Сr] lo 1laгticipatе. Thеy сan rxprеss thеmsеlvеs by both words
and actions, wl.riсil rl,ii] l.]lоi,t, tirеm to еngagе in thе class aсtivity instеad of sitting or
s tar ld ing  s t i i l  i n  a  l l { , ,1 ' l t - l ' l l  . : l . ] s . !ГU0 l l l ,
Thе tbliowing liоlе 1)Izi1,|;1;' асtivitiеs can bе usеd in tеaоhing forеign languagеs'
Thеу arе:
Аt tlle mоrkеI - СI fll'r'tll оrtе /-br .уourlgеr lеаrnеrs аs it will tеаch thеm thе bаsiсs of
iпtеrаcting wiIh рес-t|llе' (,'i'tilr,lrеn, gеnеrallу rеlу oп thеir pаrепts to buу thiпgs,for thей,
thеrфrе this will |эoсls'|, l,ltеir oуеrсtll genеrаl coпfidencе iп buуiпg, It сап bе Ьs'simplе or
аs cоmplех а:j Оr|е l,t,i,уltеs, сlеtrlеnсli,ng on thе situаtion,
Job Intеrviеlр . lllоl,.lс i'l t,tstLаll1l а good topic to bеgin with whеn tеасhing аdults, Mапу
аrе lеаrпiпg lino;lish ltt сlrс]еr to improvе thеir cаrееr prospеcts, Аs i rеsult, а ioьintеrviеw rolе 1ilrцl is с,til е.хсеIlеn,t wау to gеt thе clаss lеаrпing thаt аll inlporiqпt
пlqtеriа/,
Rolе playing;rсt i r , i i i rs; i i . . . .  l l l j i l i l j ly r"norе sucсеssfшl i f  thеy involvе problеm solv ing or i f
thеrе is a taslt 1tl l"lt l ': l i;. l ir. i l оLt1, гаthеr than simply aсting out a situation until it runs out
of momеntunr. .].hс еil l-.31!yg ,itse of сliffеrеnt typеs of rolе-playing activitiеs can еnablе
thе tеachrr tо pгоviсlс::ittlrlсnls ц,ith thе opportunity to practiое tй targеt languagе in a
variеty of mеtril i i lg1irl ;l l lt|сх[s. By praсtising thе taщеt langr"ragе in сiггейnt-rolеs,
studеnts ооl.lso]idаlс ll]ll-j l.с:viеw their knowlоdgе of word orс1еr, phrasir-rg, and
punсtuation tlrаi соilгt.i l,Lties to tl. iе n-rеaning of a writtеn sеntеnсе. Thе u'. Ьf rotе-playing
in lеarning alld ргaсLisii ig it сопvеrsation not only сonsolidatеs thе studеnts, ]<nowlеdgJ
of сеrtain vосabttlaгy ilrlc gГ.llrrnlal usеd in similar situations but also brings homе to tйе
studеnts somе asреоt:; о1. bеlrar.iors, suоh as thе skills of starting a convrrsation and thе
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dеvеlopmеnt oJ. gоссi hr"rnian rеlations. Thеreforе, rolе-play сlеarly promotrs еffеоtivе
intеrprrsonal тglatiоtls irild soсial transaсtions among partiоipants'
Studiеs havе shоr,vrl |hat rоlе-рlay сan bе usеd rffесtivеly to improvе studеnts not only
languagе skills, brrt alsо intочэеrsonal and communiсativе skills.
So, implеmеntatiоri t,li.rсlle рlaying aсtivitiеs in languagе tеaоhing is pivotal, as:
} It еnablеs studеn|s tо lеarn and praсtiсе.thе target languagе in mеaningful сontеxt

fl'> It improvоs stt-tсil.ilLs. сliflЪrеnt skills nееdеd for thе languagе aсquisition proсrss

> It оrеatеs l(lr, l,. iLrl, ' l iсLil l;rд1.ц1'-l* еnvironmеnts f,or studеnts

In СonсlusiilГl !Vе ivаitrt to say tlrat rolе рlaying aсtivity is an еssential part of thе
lеarning procrss. lt is a vоl.y thоrough aсtivity for applying intеgratеd knowlеdgе. Thеory
is rasу to undсl.si lt ltti bLit rvi: t}riпk it would bе еasiеr tо put thеоry into praсtiсе with thе
hеlp of rolе-playir.rg lrсLir,iiy. 

.i.hгough rolе-playing, studrnts lеarn to assеss, сritiсizе and
think about thеir inсtiviсli-rai tеaоhing-lеarning procrss. It makеs еasiеr to undеrstand thr
traсhing-learnirig рrООess геgarding thе diffiсultiеs that arisе, morеovrr, it promotеs thе
partiоipation оf sttLdеi"lts irr tlrеir еvaluation procrss and thus, in thеir tеaсhing.lеarning
procrss, whiсlr is irn inlрor.tarrt stер towards a comprеhеnsivе еduсation and has a morr
соmmuniсativе р егs;lссti., lсl,

l '  Ladoussе '  ( i .  Г , '  /?o, l t
2 .  Larsеn-I i гееt- l l ; i г t .  i ) .
Prеss. 1996'
3. Yadil<ar I( i iqi i l tеi.
studеnts' aсhiсt.сt i . lеi l  i ,

,.г'.l-tll] }-Is,г ()F UsЕD LITЕRATURЕ:

: рltt.v. ОxI"brd: oxford lJrrivеrsity Prеss. 1991,
,1,ес|tпiс1t,Lеs & Priпciplеs in lапguаgе tесlchiпg, oxford Univеrsiry

..t'hс сlТrcts of aоtivitiеs basrd on rolе-play on ninth gradе
i i  

. l- ltеsis, 20О4

{жyмaевa {ил ьноза БахtшyЛЛoeBна'
l  l i]сIioДaBaTеЛЬ фaкyльтеTa Дoш]кo,IЬHьIХ yнpеждениЙ l,t

HaЧ aJ]Ьнoе обpirзoвaни е, Haвoиri ски й
Гocy.цapcTв енньtй Пе.цaГoГиЧ acкиЙ инcTИryT

Aннoтaции: B Jtarrltoй с:t.tul,е ll;lе,Гcя oбщий aчaЛИЗ aнTpoпoниМoB и xapaкTrpиcTик
l ' iMеI.{ сoбсТвсtt l t t . , l ; t  i tЗ  j I1]14Nlrpе uUfqn.Именa ГЛaBнЬIХ ГеpOеB ПpoизBеДrFI14я
П ре/{сTaI]J l  еI- l  ] , i  ГI }) : j l  Г l t , j  .  l '  l .  l , l  l  I  l  j  () ,
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