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Abstract. The great writer of English literature Charles Dickens is well-known for his works describing 
the life and experiences of orphan children. The following article analyses the depiction of the elements of 

David Copperfield  
Key words: Charles Dickens, novel, orphan, orphan hood, Bildungsroman, autobiography, main hero.
 

-

 
ildungsroman) 

 

0
-

 
-

 
 

 
Dickens has a unique position in English literature for his special form of self-expression in prose, fiction. 
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I caught the hand with which he held me in my mouth, between my teeth, and bit it through. It sets my teeth 

on edge to think of it. He beat me then, as if he would have beaten me to death. Above all the noise we made, I 
heard them running up the stairs, and crying out -I heard my mother crying out -and Peggotty.  [3,45] 

 
Then he was gone; and the door was locked outside; and I was lying, fevered and hot, and torn, and sore, 

and raging in my puny way, upon the floor.  [3,45] 
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You have received some considerable education already. Education is costly; and even if it were not, and 

I could afford it, I am of opinion that it would not be at all advantageous to you be kept at a school. That is before 
you, is a fight with the world; and the sooner you begin it, the better [3,134]
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