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b) Thematic Units:

Instead of focusing on isolated stories, teachers can organize lessons around thematic units such
as “American Folklore,” “The American Dream,” or “Social Issues in American Literature.”
Within these units, students can explore various stories that tie into a central theme, facilitating
deeper understanding and more dynamic discussions.

¢) Multimedia Approaches:

In addition to traditional reading and discussion, teachers can use multimedia resources such as
film adaptations, podcasts, or audio recordings of stories. For instance, students could listen to a
podcast discussing the life of Harriet Tubman, then read a related story, reinforcing both their
listening comprehension and cultural understanding.

d) Cross-Cultural Comparisons:

In classrooms with diverse backgrounds, American stories can serve as a springboard for cross-
cultural comparisons. Students can compare American stories with similar stories from their own
cultures, reflecting on universal themes and exploring how different cultures approach similar
moral and social dilemmas?®.

Conclusion. The integration of American stories into English teaching offers a multi-
dimensional approach to language learning. These stories do more than just teach vocabulary or
grammar—they provide students with a deeper understanding of the culture, history, and values
of the United States. Whether through the enchanting world of folklore or the thought-provoking
insights of American literature, American stories help bridge the gap between language and
culture. As educators continue to embrace innovative methods of teaching, American stories
remain a timeless and invaluable resource for promoting language development, cultural
understanding, and critical thinking.
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Abstract. This article analyzes the exercises in the English learner’s book “Guess What”

for 5th grade pupils, using the Depth of Knowledge (DOK) framework as the evaluative criteria.
The study aims to determine how well the book’s tasks align with DOK levels 1-4 and to identify
strengths and gaps in cognitive demand across units. A content analysis was conducted on a
representative sample of exercises, with each task coded for DOK level, skill focus, and alignment
with language objectives. Results indicate a distribution skewed toward lower DOK levels in
routine practice items, with fewer tasks that require higher-order thinking such as strategy use and
justification. The findings suggest targeted revisions to increase cognitive challenge and better
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scaffold higher-DOK tasks, enabling deeper comprehension and transferable language skills. The
article discusses implications for teachers and curriculum designers and offers practical
recommendations for enhancing the book’s instructional effectiveness.

Key words: Depth of Knowledge (DOK), DOK levels 1-4, Guess What, 5th grade English,
exercises analysis, cognitive demand, routine vs. higher-order tasks, task alignment, language
objectives, content analysis, instructional design, curriculum development, pedagogical
implications, teacher scaffolding.

Introduction. Learning English at school plays a very important role, because it is at a
young and middle age that children develop basic communication skills in a foreign language. In
order for learning to be successful, a properly selected textbook and exercises that help children
consolidate the knowledge they have acquired are of great importance.

The Guess What textbook is a modern resource created specifically for schoolchildren. It
uses interesting texts, bright illustrations and a variety of tasks that make the process of learning
English more exciting and accessible for 5th grade students. However, in order to understand how
effective and useful the exercises are, it is necessary to conduct a detailed analysis of them. For
analysis, we use the DOK (Depth of Knowledge Framework) model. This model helps to
determine the level of difficulty of the tasks and what thinking skills students develop when
completing them. DOK distinguishes different levels - from simple reproduction of knowledge to
deeper analysis, comparison and creative application. Thus, the goal of our work is to consider the
exercises of the Guess What textbook for the 5th grade and determine how they correspond to the
levels of the DOK model. This approach allows us to see which tasks help students remember
words and rules, and which ones develop critical thinking, imagination, and the ability to use
language in real situations.

The DOK (Depth of Knowledge) model was proposed by Norman Webb. It is used in
pedagogy to determine how difficult tasks are and what thinking skills they require from students.
It is very important to understand that DOK does not measure how “difficult” a task is, but rather
shows what level of thinking is required to complete it. Sometimes a simple task can be at a high
level if it requires analysis or creativity, and sometimes a large and voluminous task can be at a
low level if it is only related to the reproduction of facts. The DOK model is divided into four
levels:

Level 1. Reproduction and memorization. At this level, the student simply repeats or
recalls what he already knows. Here, knowledge of facts, vocabulary, rules and simple actions are
important. For example: name a word, translate, repeat a grammar rule.

Level 2. Skills and concepts (basic application). Here, the student already uses the
acquired knowledge in familiar situations. It requires more understanding than the first level. For
example: make a sentence based on a sample, apply a rule in an exercise, find differences, explain
the meaning.

Level 3. Strategic thinking. This level requires analysis, comparison, explanation and
reasoning. The student must choose the method of completing the task and prove the correctness
of the answer. For example: compare two texts, explain the meaning of what they read, draw a
conclusion about why the character acted one way or another.

Level 4. Extended thinking (creativity and analysis). The highest level. Here the student
is required not only to analyze, but also to create something new, combine different knowledge,
look for non-standard solutions. For example: write your own story, prepare a project, come up
with a dialogue in a new situation, conduct research.
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Analysis of exercises
Level 1.
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The image shows a vocabulary and comparison type of exercise from the textbook "Guess
What!". The task asks students to: "Listen and repeat. Then connect.” The exercise has two
columns: the first contains pictures of family members, and the second contains a list of adjectives
that describe the character or qualities of people.This exercise corresponds to level 1 of the DOK
model - "Reproduction and memorization". At this level, students are only required to recall
previously learned words and match them with pictures. The main task is to associate a familiar
word (e.g., "my grandparents”, "my aunt™) with the corresponding picture and then select suitable
adjectives for them (e.g., "artistic", "smart", "friendly™). This task is simple and straightforward: it
does not require deep analysis, comparison, or independent reasoning. Students simply reproduce
and consolidate the knowledge they have already acquired. The main goal here is to review and
practice vocabulary through the combination of words and pictures.

Level 2.

0 i@} Make questions. Then ask a friend.

Are you more talkative than your sister?

Are you friendlier

Is your brother friendlier than you? .

. . than your sister?
Is your sister more hardworking than your brother?
Is your cousin smarter than your cousin?

Yes, I am!

Is your friend more artistic than your friend?

This task belongs to level 2 of the DOK model - "Skills and concepts", as it requires
students not only to reproduce information, but also to apply the learned grammar rule in a new
situation. Students must use the structure of comparative adjectives to construct sentences. In the
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exercise, they need to combine elements from three columns (subject, comparative adjective and
object of comparison) to get the right questions. In this way, they do not just repeat one memorized
sentence, but actively construct different options. To successfully complete the task, it is important
for students to understand the concept of the comparative form itself and apply it in practice. For
example, they can form a question: "Is your brother smarter than your cousin?" This requires not
only knowledge of the form of adjectives, but also the ability to combine different pieces of
information into a single whole. Thus, the task helps to develop a higher level of understanding:
students practice constructing sentences, understand grammatical logic and learn to flexibly apply
the rule in different situations.

@ What are these children good at?)
@.@ Read and listen.

Hot shots

Brad Miller and his older sister, Casey, are
from the United States. Brad is eleven,
and Casey is thirteen. They're both sporty,
and they're both very good at playing
basketball.

Brad and Casey play on basketball teams.
The other players on their teams are older
and taller than them, but Brad and Casey
are the star players. They practice basketball
every day. Someday they want to play for
the Los Angeles Lakers.

Smart artists

Abby and Bianca
Watson are twins.
They're twelve years
old, and they're from
the United Kingdom.
They're very good

at art, and they like
painting with bright
colors. The twins

sell their paintings
in stores and art
galleries.

! \\“ This painting is by Abby.
S : It’s called “Nature.”

Read again and answer the questions. ‘
Where are Brad and Casey from?
Who is older, Brad or Casey?

Are Brad and Casey hardworking?
Are Abby and Bianca from France?
Is Bianca older than Abby?

Where do they sell their paintings?

— |

This exercise is related to Level 3 of the DOK model — “Strategic Thinking” — as it
requires students to go beyond simply reproducing facts. Some questions (for example, question
#1: “Where are Brad and Casey from?”) can be attributed to Level 1, as they only involve finding
specific information in the text. However, other questions require more complex actions —
analysis, comparison of facts, and conclusion. For example, question #2 (“Who is older, Brad or
Casey?”’) and question #5 (“Is Bianca older than Abby?”’) require not just reading one sentence,
but finding information about the characters’ ages in different parts of the text, comparing them,
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and making the right conclusion. Here, the student must independently “collect” information to
get an answer, because the text does not directly say: “Brad is older than Casey” — this must be
inferred from the facts.
Similarly, question #3 (“Are Brad and Casey hardworking?”’) requires finding evidence in the
text. For example, if the text states that “They practice basketball every day,” the student must
interpret this as a sign of hard work and justify their answer. This task is not limited to finding one
word or phrase, but requires evaluating information and reasoning.

Thus, this type of question develops students’ analytical skills, the ability to find and
interpret evidence, and to form their own conclusions. This is much more difficult than simply

finding a fact, so such tasks belon% to the third level of the DOK model.

Project

Find out about animal
families in your country.
Make a story poster and
show how the animal
family works together.

This project is a prime example of DOK Level 4 because it requires students to engage in
extended thinking and synthesis. It is not a quick, single-answer task. Students must first research
a topic ("animal families in your country"), which involves gathering information from multiple
sources. Then, they must synthesize this information to create a coherent narrative or "story" that
shows how the family "works together." Finally, they must design and produce a poster to present
their findings. This entire process is non-routine and complex. It involves multiple steps, requires
students to make connections between different pieces of information, and culminates in a unique,
student-created product.

Conclusion. Based on the analysis of the exercises, we can conclude that the textbook
"Guess What!" is designed in such a way that the tasks gradually become more complex and cover
different levels of cognitive activity. At first, the exercises are aimed at a simple level (DOK 1 -
reproduction and memorization): students repeat words, match them with pictures, reinforce basic
vocabulary and rules. Then the tasks move to level 2 (application of knowledge), where students
already use the studied grammatical structures and vocabulary in new situations. Here, it is
important not only to remember the material, but also to be able to apply it correctly. The next
stage is level 3 (strategic thinking and analysis). At this level, students must compare information,
draw conclusions, find evidence in the text and argue their answers. This helps to develop the
ability to analyze and critically evaluate information. Finally, the exercises reach level 4 (extended
thinking and creative work). Here, students create their own projects, come up with dialogues,
write stories, that is, use language as a means of expressing their own ideas. Thus, the structure of
the textbook is built logically and consistently: from simple tasks to more complex ones. This
approach ensures comprehensive learning, in which students not only memorize words and rules,
but also learn to think, analyze and creatively apply English in real situations.

List of used literature:
1. Reed, Susannah, Kay Bentley, and Lesley Koustaff. Guess What! American English.
Cambridge University Press, 2015.
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AHHOTanus. B 1aHHON cTaThe pacKpbIBA€TCs CYIIHOCTh OJHOIO U3 TPOIOB - AJUIIO3UH,
onpezensercs ero QyHKIUsS B YCTHOM M NHCbMEHHOM peuM, a TakkKe poJib B JMHITBUCTUKE U
UCCIIETYIOTCSI €r0 ceMaHThuYecKue oco0eHHOCTH. OOBsACHAET cocoOHOCTH mucarens. B craTbe
IpeICTaBICHbl 000OUICHHBIE pPE3YyJIbTaThl PACCMOTPEHUSI CTPYKTYpHO-CEMAHTUYECKHUX U
parMaTH4eCKuX 0COOEHHOCTEW aJTIO3UH U3 MPOU3BEACHUM. AJUTIO31s Oblila METOI0JIOTUYECKU
u3ydeHa Ha mpuMepax (yHKIIMOHATBHOCTH.

KiloueBble cJjioBa: COBPEMEHHBIHM, HCCIeIOBaHUE, TEPMHHBI, alUIIO3usd, MeTadopa,
JIMHTBUCTHKA.

KonnyecTBO TEpMUHOIOTHYECKUX UCCIEAOBAaHUM B IMHIBUCTUKE IOCTOSIHHO PacTeT. JTO
uMeeT ocoboe obrecTBeHHOE 3HaYeHne. MccnenoBanus B 3TO# 00JIaCTH PEACTABIAIOT OOJBIIYIO
LIEHHOCTh. [lepecMOTp TEPMUHOJIIOTHYECKUX CUCTEM B COBPEMEHHOW TEPMUHOJIOTUU XapaKTepeH
HE TOJIBKO ISl E€CTECTBEHHBIX, HO U JUIsl TyMaHUTapHBIX HayK. CeroiHs TEpMUHOJIOTUS U TEPMUHBI
TYMaHUTApHBIX HAayK [PHUBJIEKAIOT Bce Ooibllle BHUMaHMA TEPMHHONOToB. MHTepec
uccienoBaresneil 00ycioBIeH Te€M, YTO M3yYEHUS TEPMUHOJOTMYECKUX CHCTEM T'yMaHHTAPHBIX
HayK HEJOCTaTOYHO JJs YAOBJETBOPEHHUS MOTPEOHOCTEH COBPEMEHHOro  OOIIECTBA.
@uionoruyeckas TEPMUHOJIOTHS BKJIIOYAET TEPMUHOJIOTMYECKHE cHCTeMbl. JIMHTBHCTHKA U
JUTEepaTypHasi KPUTHKA SIBISIOTCS TEPMUHOJIOTHUYECKHMHU CHCTEMaMHU B Pa3lWYHBIX 00JaCTSIX
ATUX TUCLUIUIMH. B mpumepe ¢ HalmMMu OCHOBHBIMU TEPMUHAMU UCCIIEJJOBAHUE pacCMaTpUBaeT
TEPMUHOJIOTHIO. DTO OJIMH U3 CTapeHIINX B 00JIACTH TEPMUHOJIOTUU U GUIIOIOTUU. DTO OJUH U3
(bakTopoB, KOTOPHIN APPEKTUBHO BIMSIET HA CIYIIATENS] U UCIIOJIb3YETCS aBTOPAaMH BO MHOTHX
IIPOU3BEICHUSX.

C0BO  «aumio3Wsi»  MPOUCXOMUT OT rpedeckoro cioBa «allude», uyro o3Hauaer
«IIEpEUMEHOBBIBATDY WIIN «BMECTO». AJUIIO3HS - 3TO MOAMEHA UMEH YEJIOBEKA, KOTOPOTO XBAJIAT
3a TO, YTO OH XpaOphlid, TPYCIUBBIM, CEpAUTHINA, YMHBIH U PEeBHUBBIA. J[axke B MOBCEAHEBHBIX
pasroBopax Mbl HCIIOJIb3YEM aHTOHHMMBI, YTOOBI XBIUTh WM OCKOPOJISATH KOro-to. Mertadopa
MOJKET 3By4aTh KaK aJlJIIO3Usl, HO 3TO HE COBCEM TO ke camoe. B peun HeT cpaBHeHUsI; poMO Oyer
3aMEHEH Ha COOCTBEHHOe MMA. AJUIIO3MS - 3TO0 ¢dopMmMa pedd, B KOTOPOHl HCIONIb3yeTcs
COOTBETCTBYIOIINN AMUTET (MpUIaraTeIbHOE) WK IPU3bIB IUTUPOBATH YEJIOBEKA WM IPEIMET, a
HE MCXOJHOE Ha3BaHue peur. [Ipoiie roBops, ajuito3us - 3TO pUTOPHUECKHUI CI1OCOO MPUCBOCHUS
MMEHH WM TUTYJa KOMY-TO WK YEMY-TO.

OTMeTuM, 4TO TPAKTOBKA aJUTFO3USI BO MHOT'OM 3aBUCHUT OT (pustonoruu. Hanpumep, 1eKCUKOIOTHs
pacKpbIlBaeT JIMHIBUCTHYECKYIO TMPUPOAY aJUlto3usi, KOTOpas HMMEEeT CBOM OCOOEHHOCTHU
NOHUMaHMs. AJUTIO3MsI ObUIa METOJOJIOTMUECKM H3Y4YeHa Ha OCHOBE IPHUBEICHHBIX BBIIIE
ornpezeNieHui U MpUMEPOB PYHKIHMOHATBHOCTH. Onpeaesnsist ajuito3usl, Mbl IPUILUTH K BBIBOAY, YTO
pacrpocTpaHeHHe yCIyT ObUIO 3aKOHHBIM. MecTa, B KOTOPBIX peepeHTOM UMEHH, YUaCTBYIOLIHM
B CO3[aHUM CTWJIMCTUKHU, SBISETCS 3alKCh - 3TO JIMIO, a TaKK€ aHUMUPOBAHHBIA pedepeHT
ClIydaeB ajulio3usl. B Xyn0)KeCTBEHHOM JIUTepaType 4acTO MCIOJIb3YEeTCs AITI03Us, U MOJA00HbIE
CIIy4au aJUTIO3UsI XapaKTepU3yloTcs H300pakeHHeM HEOAyIIeBIIEHHOT0 00beKkTa. B aToM nmpumepe
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