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FORMS AND IIISTORICAL ROOTS OF TTIN MAKHALLA

Rnupov Soyib
assotiate professor a"f the department of national idea,.funhamenials

of spirituality and law, doetor of historical sciences, BSU

Abstrad:
Backgtound. 

_Iry 
thg following arllcle, the concryt of makhalla, its eslenee, functiow, the

responsibilitiet and-the duties of the eldennan af the makfialla are stadiedfrom thi viewpoint of
historicul trends. Also, there is a diseoulse an the types of the makhitlla, thi makkallas which are
adjacent to the cities and their subw'bs, thetr peciliariiies, the wakhallas which are based on
different Professions and d.ffirent ethnicities, tnitudlng the makhallas of the Jews, the makhallas in
the steppes and desert ere&s, the peculiarities of their *unnguorurrt is analysed.

Materials nnd methods, There ts a scientifie hypothisis that nakhillas emerged long before
the state. But this hypothesis is st[tl waitingfor its resiarchers who need scienffic irwestigation and
study- Sources found in Sopollitepa indicate that the place where I families itW X the wakhalla.
The eight families at this resid,enee include more than a hunclied eouples of .families, built
according to the pafiiarchal order,

Results nnd Discussisns. The internal rules of the makhalla, although not reflected in any
fficial cloeument, were strirtly followed by everyoie. This wcts an acpression af iespect for tiemajority, .for their wiLl. The cvedtive activity of many has manifeste6 itself in wch acrivities as
building hottses, roads and bridges, and holding weddings. fhis wiltfurthei have strengthened the
social basis of the makhalla.

Coneluston. It was only thanlcs ta inclepandence that the makhalla acquire.d the status of a
socia-demographic, eultural-spiritual and territorial-administrative unit, clearly defined in 

"the

concept af historical and develaped countfies. It has becomc a nNcans of linking pablii relations af
citizens, fgrmtng a unity af traditians and customs, human, econarnic, Iegil-relations between
citizens of their territory.

Key watds: makhalla, loeal badies of se$-gavernment, eklerman of the makhalla, makhallas
of ihe city, makhallas of the eraftsmen, makhallas af the Sukharian lews, vfllages, makhallas af the
eraftsmen.

*We believe that in the implementation of the concept of further deepening democratic
reforms and the development of civil society in our country, as before, an activs role is played by
citizens' self-government bodies, commutrities, as well as ilon-governmental organizations,
independent and impartial media" [l-6].

SI{" Mirziyoev

Introduction' The main goal of tho concept "From a stroug stato to a strong sociefy",
implemented in our country thanks to independence, is to firriher deepen the democratic process by
transfering some state power$ to citizens' self-govemrnent bodies. This testifies to the fact that ttre
democratic reforms being carried sut in our country are based on universal human valuesn as well as
0n our national values.

Indeed, if we look at the history of our country, we will see that from the first years of the
Uzbek national statehsod, special attention was paid to local self-government. In cities and large
villages, the makhalla fuuctioned as a pcculiar form, a ruanife*tation of local self-govemment. The
makhalla wa$ msnaged at the cornmunity level and had its own procedures. Residcnts of the
makhalla had to follow these rules. The opinion of the makhalla elder and the public was decisive.

The word makhalla came to us from the Arabic language and means a place, a dwelling. This
does not mean that the makhnlla was fsrmed after the Arab invasinn. As on the territorv of our
couflry the makhalla was fonned a long time ago.
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There is a scientific hypothesis that makhallas emerled long before the state. But this
hypothesie ic still waiting for its researchers who need scientific invertigation and study. Sources
found in Sopollitepa indicate that the place where I families stay is the makhalla. The eiglt Amilies
1S fld:::: llclude 

m3re tharl l hun{ed gorples of familiis, builr aecording ro rhe patriarchat
order. The task of managing each large family communi in the hands of an senior elder
chosen fronr
elders.

among
liut4grng €acn rarge Tamily communrty was in the hands of an senior elder
them, The eight senior elders of the family have joined the high council sf

The members of the Couueil of Elders are called Nmanapati, as stat€d in the ancient religious
book sf the Avesto. Nmana mean6 a large family community. Nmanapati me&ns the head of alarge
family. All important issues in the aneient state of Fergana (Parka.nj, which existed from the 3rd
cenhry BC to the beginning of the 5th century AD, were rcsolved by a cnuneil of scnior clders.
This included declaring a state of w&ro makrng peace, assigning duties and taxes, aud mobilizing for
public affairs.

Main part. Makhallas have a very long history, and when we talk about a mahalla, we mean
a large family. Their it was undersfood as a community in ter:ritorial units, which ilclucled a large
family or several families. This is a historical eommunity formed at the initiative of the residentsif
the makhalla. Historical literature also shows that the makhallas have a &ousand-year history, In
particular, the historian Narshakhi in his work "History of Bukhara" notes that 1100 ye** ugn ih"t"
were several nrakhallas in Bukhara [8-16,17].

The development of makhallas was directly related to the development of national statehood,
Therefore, dunng the reign of Amir Temur, when fhe Uzbek statehood was just forming and began
fo rise, makhallas became mofe prosperous aRd flourishing, This was noterl by foreign *avelers ;nd
historians, such as Ibn Arabshnh, Ibn Khaldun, elavijo. At the time sf Amir Temur, even the
military lived in the makhalla etyle.

However. during the porhTimurid criris, erpecially after the division of eenkal Asia into
tbrpe khanotes, thcro ws$ nCI significant shift in thc dcvelopment sf makhelle$. At this stagc,
officials in the government system, eush as onboshi, ellikboehi, yrzboehi and amines, are given
great powers. Their decisions were taken at the level of the law aud unconditionally executed.
However, no attention was paid to the formation ofpublic opinion controlling ths activitiEs of these
officials. In many c&ses? this has led to averrEaction from local authorities, harassment of people
and ths imposition of inappropriate taxes and fees, As a result, the eocial situation of people tras
deteriorated, as well as the development ofmakhallas.

The internal des of the makhalla, although not reflected in any official document, were
strictly followed by everyone. This was an expression of respect for the majority, for their will. The
creative activity of many has manifested it$elf in sush activities as building houses, roads and
bridges, and holding weddings. This will furlher have strengthened the social basis of the makhalla.

The opinion of the makhalla senior elder and the public was decisive. In cities and large
villages, the makhalla functioned as a peculiar form, a manifestation of local self-govemment. The
makhalla was govemed by the comnnrnity and had its own procsdures. The residents of the
makhalla had to follow these rules.

The rights and obligations of the head of the makhaila have bean formed since ancient times.
The elders of the mahalla and his asuistants were elected. The elder was the official representative
of the makhalla befsre the local authorities and had to be approved by them fbr this position. After
thc eleetion, the selcstion is eonfirmed by the issuanee of a written doeument to the elder. The elder
also worked on the diskihution of houses iaherited from his father to people according to Sharia
law. The elder was diwet$ involved in the purchase and sale of apartments iu his area. The elder
settled dispntes befireen the rcsidents of the neighborhood and ffied not to take the ease ts esurt. If
the authorities found the person guilty, the elder was $upposed to help him out whenever poesible.

Matcrials and methode. Makhallae fhat exieted on the temitory of our country in antiquity
and the Middle Ages can be divided into the following type$.

l. Mskhsnns and neighborhoods in citier nnd ndjacent urbrn-type neighborhoode. The
elders who ruled them are catled elders, babas. For example, according to the data, the capital of the
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eruirate of Bukhara is divided into two massifs, each of whish is divided into six distriets. Each

array was ruled by a dakhaboshi. The baba nrled the area, and his organization was called

bsbokhona, He had a special guard, who worked only at night, and they were called Shabgards.

Shabgards {night wanderer) csmes fnrm the Per*ian-Tajik language, "sh&b" means evening, night
and "gardt'- to walk, wanderer.

In the ancient Tiirkic language, instead sf the phrase makhalla, the word koi wns used. This
word is used in the context of the paired word makhalla-koi. In Tashkent, this word has tws
meanings - makhalla and dwelling. For example, in Tashkent there is a makhalla Hafir,koi {ahafrz
is a reader who has learned the Ksran by heart). In the s&me way, there is also the makhalla of Koi
Orifon {Arifs are those who have sufficient religious and secular knowledge). In the Republic of
Turkey, instead of makhalla, the term koi is officinlly used; Bakirkoi, Otakoi, Hudjakoi and othErs.

The irnam of the mal+fialla mosque was in charge of reiigious affsirs. Imam khatib, mutavalli, and

sufi worked in the mosque. Each makhalla had its own neighborhood. The neighborhood had a

teahouse,abakay,agrocerystore,abutcheCs,amosque,apond,ahairdresser'sandashoemaker's
[3-8.e].

2. Makhaltns of handlcrnfte working in ecrtain induttrles ln cities. The emergence of
medieval cratt workshops ie assesiated with the second major division of sscial labor - the

*eparation of hendierafts *om agriculture. Artisane spEEializing in e partieular srcs ere the basis for
the emsrgense of ffcdiwal eities and ectablish their own craft workrhops in these cities. eraft
rryorkshoBs began to appcar in ltely in the 9th'lOth cenhries, in Franoe, frenneny and England in
tfue 1lth.llth eenrurics tl0-130j, In most Western European €ounffies, tbe peak sf the devclopment

of workshops falle on the XIII-XV centuries'
Duri$g this period, medieval craft workshops became widespread in the cities of Westem

Europe. For example, in the XIV eentury in Paris alone there rilere lnorc than 300 craft workshops,

*itiog more than 5,500 artisans l4-271J. The aetivities of the craft workshops were organized in

*rcord*r. with the regulations, whieh inrlicated tho hours of wsrk of the rflasters, the quality of
raw materials, the prodirction teehnology, the quality and quantity of finished products, the plaees

and csnditions of sule, us well as the number of assistants and machines that each master can use in

his craft workshop.
The activities of the craft workshop were not limited to this, but also covered the personal,

family and social life of artisans and served as a kind of selt'-govsmment body for artisans'

The craft wcrkshops also served as a self-help organization. Eash ertisan who became a

member of the craft workshop, after becoming a member, paid an entry fee and a membership fee'

Financial assistance was provided to the members af the workshopo who were less well-ot}, with the

collected money and the firneral of the deseased members of the workshop was held [6-271]. The

head of t6e shops was elected, and he was usuatly called the master. Supervisors were in place to

ensure that the msmbers of ths shop met the requirements of the craft workshop. The craft

workshop workers gathered at a gencial rneeting to discuss the rnost impofiant issues in the craft

workshop lifb.
In general, the oraft workshops proteeted and strengthened the legal and economic status of

artisans, f,ad a positive irnpact on the economic development of Western European oountries in the

KI-XV centuries. Howevir, by the l6th and 18th centurieso that is, udth the forrnation sf capitalist

relations, the order of reguiation in the craft workshops was hampered by development, and the

sraft workshops lost their status.

It should be noted with pride that in the past, an adminisffation system similar to Western

European crsft workshops prevailed in our country.

In most eascs, some makhallas were inhabited by people who knew one craft - eolleagues, and

the makballas were named accordingly: Zxgann, Misgaron, Konchilik, Parchabobo, eharigari,

Sharbatdor, Soeangaron, Egarchi, femirchi Takachi, Oqchi, and so on' For example, ful

Samarkand, in mikhallas iuch .as Kulolon, Zargaronn Charmgari, Sharbatdor' Sozangaron,

Tokumdozi, Galapsiyo representatives of various piof'essions grow food, swe€ts, household and

family items, toots for livestock, caxpentry tools, raw materials fot consumption and to meet the
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daily needs of buyers and customers [9-52]. Such makhallas existed in all cities sf the country and
played an irnportant role in the social and political life of our country.

The elders who ruled such makhallas settled disputes between artisans and regulated relations,
It should be noisd with pride that in the past, a managemen[ system similar to Westem European
craft workshops prevailed in our country"

The srder of leadershiB of the masterg sf our country consiste ofl a bobo, an elder, & master, a
khalfa and *n apprentice, each of whom performed hic task. Bobo is the he*d of the association of
craffsmen. whose task is to ensure rurconditional compliance with the rules specified in the Risola
{charter). contrsl the production of quality products by craftsme& manage all activities of the
mcmbers of the f,ssseiation, and rrsolve disputes befiveen eraftsmcn. Conduet a "binding the bclt"
ceremoay for the mastery of an apprentice, admit craftsmen from othsr cities to the uniono negotiate
with the ciry authorities on varisus issues, pnrticipate in arbiuetisn of disputes between buyers and
arfisans. Bobc doee not reeeivc payment for thesc eewiees. Bsbo has his own shop, khalfa, and his
students, and like other mastcrs. he earRed his living by hin owu labor [6-3q].

The elder w*s the nsxt lsedor of *oeiety after thc bobo, and the tasks he performed were more
extensive than those of thc bobo. Thc elder aleo took pttfi in all family selcbrations of the ffiasters
and tsuched upon the ecsnomic and social aspects sf the life of the members of the association.

He overcame various rlisagrecments befipeen the masters and regulated the relationship
between the master, L{ralfa, and apprentices. At the exhibition of folk crafts in thE country, he

organized the participation of craftsmen with their products in various festivals, Organized the ritual
of "binding thc belt" of the apprentice. The eldcr, like his bobo, was not paid for these serrrices. In
rurn, he also had his own shop, khalfa, apprsntice and earned his living by his profession [6-39].

As a result of the colonial policy of tsarist Russia and the Soviet govemment, they gradually

lost their place in socieff.
3. Makhallas formed according to rrceo ethniclty and nationality, In some areas, there

wsre also makhallas fbrmed along ethnic, tribal or ethnic lines. The proof of our opinion can be the

makhallas of the Jews of Bukhara.
According to historical data, the first Jews came to Cenkal Asia after the conquest of Babylon

by the Persian fing Cyrus (539 BC). Tho first infonnation about the Jews who liveel in Central Asia

dates back to the gth-gttr cenfiries AD. Early lslamic sources mention Jews living in CEntral Asia.

Jews are the only nation in Central Asia who did not convefi to Islam. According to available data,

in the 9&-lzth ccnturies, Jewish eommunities in Ba1kh, Khorezm and Samarkand flourished.

Until the l6th cenhrry, the Jews of lran, eenftal Asia and Afghanistan lived as one

community. As a result of disagreemsnts, they split into tws groups - the Jewish communities of
Iran and eentral Asia and Afghaniofan.

By the middle of the 18th century, rhe deterioration iu relations between the Ernirate of
Buktara and the Kingdom of Afghanistflr led ts the severing of ties between the Jews living in

these areas, and sinee then the Jews living in Central Asia beoatne known as Bukharian Jcws.

Infsrmation about the first Jewish communities in Bukhara dntes back to the 8th century, By

the 16th centur|, Bukhara had become the center of Jews in Central Asia, and the first Jewish

mahalla was formcd, the old {old) rnahalla. Jcws wcre forbidden to live outside the area' In the first
quarter sf the 17th cenrury, a synagogus was built the only one of it* kind in the area [7].

At the beginning of thg lgth eentur|, another Jewish makhalla was foundcd in Bnkhara -

Makhallai Nav. In the middle of the lgth cenfury, another region of Bukhara, Amirabad? was

created for Jews to live. Thus, there wefe three Jewish makhallas in Bukhara ' the Eski makhalla,

rhe Yangi makhalla and the Amirabad makhalla {founded by Amir). In the 60s CIf the XIX cenfury,

sueh mahallas funetioned in Sarnarkand, Karshi, Merv, Khatyrehi, Katta Kurgan, Karman,

Margilan, Dushanbe"
In the mid 18th - early 19th centuries, attempts were made to convert the Jewc of Bukhara to

Islam on a mass scale, As n result of this policy, s group of Bukharian Jews "ehals" wss forrned.

Although they officially professed Islam, they were in fact secret$ practieing Judaism. The Jews of
But-hara hadio *** rioth*s different from the clothes of the Muslims. Their l3-year-old men had

BUXORO DAVLAT UMVURSITETI ILMIy AXBOROTI 2020/s {ffl) 231



PHILf}SOPHV !A!V AND POLTTTCAL SCTENCES

to pay a $eparate tflx._Traditionally, thc tax colleetor hit a Jew who paid taxes twice. The main

:::',ff:::|j* Pyftara 
Jels was textilel T!*v produced horns, tinset and traded. shoe repair

and hairdressing were among the favorite activitie; ortne Jews. They were also d;?;*#;;i
Asia ln sfart sewing European nren's clothing.

A secular leadEr - kalontar (foreman) was elected at the head of Bukhara Jewish makhallas.His task was to understand and solve problemo in trade, public life and househsld small criminal
oa$e$' Hc was also considered to bc the repre*entative of Jews before the official government.

Afte-r the beginning of the colonial policy of tsarism and the establishmint of a goverflor-
general of Twkestan, the Jews of Bukhara living in these regions became part of this lovemor-general' The Jewish makhallas in the area. *ere inaugurated as a. rnbbi, elected by the local
makhallas and approved by the colonial policy authoritGs. This tmdermincd the independonce sf
the Jewish community*and enswed its dependenr,e on the goverument of Tsarist Rgssia. Jews living
io t19 territory of the Bukharn Emirate were given the opportunity to obtain Russian citizenship oi
condition ofjoiniug a merchant guild.

In Soviet times, Bukhara Jewish makhallas, like all other makhallas, lost their essence and
remained as a union of neighbors wha organized various religious ceremonies and holidays. Due ts
the migration of matry Bukharian Jews to their historical homeland and to the United Staies, p*"f'
Jewish makhallas have no longer survived.

4- Villager as a kind of rnahallas. Rural areas are the tirst majar social division of labor - the
product of the separation of agriculture from livestock, a historically formed unit of people after the
family' The first villages were formed in the form ofplaces prepared by nomadic paJtoralists for the
wiuter. The fact that the word "winter" uRdedies the worcl "ipend the winter" coni'rrms our ideas.

Rural cornmunitiEs with e very ancient hismry improvcd at different ctegss of the
development of soeieff and were enriehed with a new esccnce. This ir also refleeted in the rural
cornmunity management *ystem. The rural community coordinated and monitored the
implemcntation of legal, eeonomie and social nsrm$ and obligetions.

See the ancient scciety in rural eommunitiEs with e history of crashing wcnt to different levals
of isdine improved and enriched with new sssence. This rural community management systemo yes
its mark. The village eommunity eoordinated and monitored complianee with legal, eeonomic, and
social fioffns and obligations.

Recults. Historical sources indicate that large villages wers divided into mahallas and were
ruled by amines. Small villages were ruled by a village elder. The Uzbek rural csmmunity is
govemed by an advisory council. The council corsisted of a bureau of composed of elders, mirshab
and clergy. "Maslakhat" is the main govemment body" His responsibilities included discussion sf
imporfant issues and issues related to the life of the team. and the search for an appropriate solution.
In search of a solution to the problem, the participants in the meeting relied on historically
established customs and traditions. Decisions were taken by a majority vote and {)affied out
unconditionally. Those who violated community *aditions were deprived of a share of water. In
many areas of the Lower Zarafshan oa$i$, some manifestations sf the des related to counseling can
still be found. For example. the fact that until roeently (in some places and still) weddrngs and
similar large ceremonies were held before Maslakhat Oshi is proof of our opinion.

Problerus related to the activiiies of villagers in the rural community were soived. Among
these problems, the use of water resources was critical. The share of lvater in the community was
given to those who reached puberfy in the communify, and ffom the second half of the nineteenth
centnry only to men who were maried and could perform irigation duties. This is due to the
peculiarities of farming. It is known that there was irrigated agriculture in the East, which required
the solution of rnany prcblems associated with the eonstruction and maiiltenance of hydraulic
structures. So the men who could do the job were given a share, and all the team members did the
job iogether. For this reason! in many parts of the oasis of Lower Zarafshan, activities related to the
repair and cleaning of hydraulic structurss, ditches and canals are still called "hash&r". Until the end
sf thc 19th ccnfury, sne of the taskc of the rural eommunity in thc cconsmie sphere was to regulate

232 BUXORO DAVLAT UNTVERSITETI ILMIY AXBOROTI202tI/5 (Sr)



FHILOSOFHY, LAW AND pol.rrrcAl, scrENCE$

issues such as the division of labor, compliance with labor procedures. The harvest was distributed
aceording to the means of produetion and labor.

5. Management of the population ln desert rnd eteppe regions, These lands also belonged
fa the Elbegs, the elders, the chosen people. Elbegi's activities are determined on the basis of the use
of pastures alloc*ted for animal lrusbandry, Elbegi's relatives, distribution betrileen relatives and
cstnmuniti*e sn the basis of organizing tax collection ftom livestoek,

Thus, the lswcst sy,qtcm of loeal self-government wns organized on the basis of demoeratie
principles and seffed to eRsure social justice, prosperity and well-being of the folks among the
people.

With such a long history and very rieh traditionc, the systern of loeal self'-gove.mmcnt loct its
etatus, first as a result of the coiotrial poticy of Tsatist Russia and thm the Soviet govcrnment, and
hrmed inla an organization without powers, acting only by namc.

Conclusion. It was only thanks tc independenee that the makhalla acquired the status of a
socio-demographic, cultulal*spiritual and te,rritorial-administrative unit, clearly defined in the
concept of histsrical and develeiped eounkies. It has besome a mean$ of linking public r"elations of
citizens, forming n unify of traditions and eusfoms. humfln, economic, legal relations between
citizens of their teritory.
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ANCIENT AND ETERNAL BUKHARA IS ONE OF TIIE
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Absttsct:
Bnckground. Bakhara has a nurnher of dynasties and kingdowr.s in its undent historl'; ilxs

Kushan Empire, the state of ephtelites, the liigh status afid prestige af the ciry during the Turkish

Khanate, the awivul a{ the Arahs and its seleetion as on€ af the eenters of their raligious power, It
is to thaw that the material basis of the Rensissaw:-e-Re,naissan ce beutrne itt econ'omic, political,
spiritual basis, It is plannetl to repofi $n the study af the pluee of ancient and eternal Bukhara as

one of the rsnterr af waild riviliEatian by UNESCO.
Msterials and Method* The article focus*t on ths United Natians (UN] education in the

study and glnriJireation af the histaryt dnd calturnl hvitage of Bukhara, tt beecafi an the Great Silk
Roai,d, at a time when the trend af a civilized appronch to the study and research of warld htstory,

statehood, governance, culture and politits. , the wo* af UNESCO, an organization engaged in

science and. culture, as well frs the recognition oJ the importance ol'the scientiJic activity of Bukhara

scholars abroad on the basis of camparisons, comparative analysis, methodological approaches'
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