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BUKHARA EMIRATE ON INTERNATIONAL TRADE ROUTES
(BASED ON THE WORKS OF RUSSIAN TRAVELERS)

Mubinov Muhammadali Akobirovich,
Lecturer of Bukhara’s history department of Bukhara State University

Annotation: An insight provided at the article reviews of some profound investigation
on the scientific basis the aspects of the role of ancient caravan routes in the development of
trade relations, the importance of the Bukhara Emirate in the development of trade of these
routes until the middle of the XIX century. These routes played an important role in trade and
diplomatic relations of the Central Asian khanates, and the Emirate of Bukhara had a basic
place in these routes. The city of Bukhara is at the crossroads of these roads, and the roads of
communication of neighboring khanates with each other and with other countries pass
through the territory of the city. Therefore, the Bukhara Emirate was in the spotlight of
Russian travelers and traders.

-B CTaThe PA3bSCHSIETCS POJIb APCBHUX KapaBaHHBIX MyTel B PAa3BUTHH TOPTOBBIX
OTHOIIICHUM, pOJb byXxapckoro sMupaTa B pa3BUTHM TOPTOBJIM IO 3TUM JOpOTaM [0
cepeannbl XIX Beka. DTH MapIIPYThl UT'PAIM BaXKHYIO POJIb B TOPIOBBIX U AUIUIOMATHYECKUX
OTHOIIICHUSIX CPEAHEA3UaTCKUX XaHCTB, U ByXapCKuii sMHpaT UTpajl BaXXHYIO POJb B 3THX
MapipyTtax. [opon Byxapa HaxoauTcst Ha IEpeKpPeCcTKe ITUX JOPOT, U TI0 TEPPUTOPUHU TOPOIa
MPOXOIAT JOPOTU COOOINEHUsT COCEIHUX XaHCTB APYT C APYrOM M ¢ APYrUMHU cTpaHamu. 1o
9TOW TpuYMHEe byXapckuii 3mMupaT okazalics B IIEHTPE BHUMAHUS POCCUHUCKUX TYPUCTOB U
TOPTOBIIEB.

-Ushbu maqolada savdo alogalarining yuksalib borishida qadimiy karvon yo'llarining
0'ziga xos ta’siri, bu yo'llarning XIX asrning o'rtalarigacha savdo-sotiq rivojida Buxoro
amirligining ahamiyati izohlanadi. O'rta Osiyo xonliklarining savdo-sotiq va diplomatik
alogalarida ushbu yo'llarning ahamiyati katta bo'lib, Buxoro amirligi ushbu yo'llarda muhim
ahamiyatga ega bo'lgan. Buxoro shahri ushbu yo'llarning chorrahasida bo’lib, qo shni
xonliklarning bir-biri bilan va boshqa davlatlar bilan alogalari yo'llari aynan shahar hududidan
o'tgan. Shu sababli ham Buxoro amirligi rus sayyoh va savdogarlari diggat markazida bo lgan.

Keywords: trade routes, Bukhara Emirate, embassy relations, orientalist, manuscript,
mountain ways, land, waterways, international trade, caravan.

Knrouesvie cnosa: mopeosvie nymu, bByxapckuil smupam, nOCOIbCKUE OMHOUEHUS,
80CMOKOBeOeHUe, PYKONUCH, 20PHble, CYXONYMHOCMb, MOPCKUE NYMU, MeHCOYHAPOOHAs
Mop2o6Jisl, KAPABAH.

Kalit so’zlar: savdo yo’llari, Buxoro amirligi, elchilik munosabatlari, sharshunos,
qo’lyozma, tog’liklar, quruglik, suv yo’llari, xalgaro savdo, karvon.

Ancient caravan routes played an important role in the development of trade, which
had a basic place in the development of trade until the middle of the XIX century. These
routes were significant in trade and diplomatic relations of the Central Asian khanates, and
the Emirate of Bukhara took a substantial position in these routes. The city of Bukhara is at
the crossroads of these roads, and the roads of communication of neighboring khanates with
each other and with other countries pass through the territory of the city. For this reason, the
Emirate of Bukhara was in the spotlight of Russian tourists and traders.

The role of the Emirate of Bukhara in domestic and international trade is described in
the works of Russian travelers, ambassadors and traders who visited and traveled directly to
Central Asia and the Arab countries.

In trade relations between the Bukhara Emirate and the Khiva Khanate, along with
the caravan route, the Amudarya waterway was used, and between the Bukhara Emirate and
the Kokand Khanate, a caravan passing through land and mountains. They are the main
trade routes.
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P.I. Nebolsin, who conducted research in the Caspian and Kazakh steppes, in his
book "Description of Russia's trade with Central Asia" gives the following information: The
Bukhara Emirate occupies a leading position in the foreign trade relations of the Kokand
Khanate. Because of the border between the two countries, they were connected by many
caravan routes. In particular, there were two large caravan routes, along with many trails
connecting the Fergana Valley, which was the central part of the Kokand Khanate, and the
Bukhara Emirate. In the first, the caravan from Kokand was long to Bukhara via Besharik,
Mahram, Khojand, Uratepa, Zaamin, Jizzakh, Yangikurgan and Samarkand. So the second
caravan way was long from Kokand Besharik, Mahram, Khojand, Uratepa, Djom, Ravvot,
Djizak, Yangikurgan and Samarkand. The first caravan route was 526 versts (Verst is a unit
of length equal to 1.0668 km), while the second caravan route was 615 versts” [2-176]. Between
Kokand and Bukhara, caravans reached their destination in about 20-23 days, and along with
camels and horses, Kokand carts were widely used on these roads. Y.K. Meyendorf, who was
in Bukhara in the 1920 s, wrote "... Kokand merchants bring their goods to Bukhara by cart"
[3-108]. The camel, which is the main carrier in the Kokand-Bukhara caravan, was paid from
2 to 3.75 gold coins, depending on the weather and political situation [4-142]. On the eve of the
Russian invasion, there were separate caravan routes from Tashkent, one of the largest cities
of the Kokand Khanate, to the cities of the Bukhara Emirate. The caravan traveled on the
Tashkent-Bukhara road for 12-18 days, depending on the weather, and covered a distance of
498 versts, and on these caravan routes it was possible to use the services of camels, horses and
carts. On the Bukhara-Tashkent caravan route, camels were paid up to 2.25, 2.5 and 2.75 gold
coins [5-120,122].

Between the Kokand and Khiva khanates, small caravans traveled throughout the
years [6-18]. They mainly used the Bukhara-Khiva caravan route, which was 340 versts from
Bukhara to Khiva, and the caravan covered this route in 10 days. Although the Kokand
khanate traded with the Khiva khanate mainly through caravan routes passing through the
Bukhara emirate and the emirate's markets, it also passed through Tashkent, which directly
connected the two countries. There was a caravan route.

Especially, in the memoirs of Nikolai Muravyev, who was in Central Asia in 1819-
1820, it is noted that the Khiva khanate was connected with Bukhara and Balkh via the
Amudarya, with Tashkent and Kokand through the Syrdarya. However, due to the long river
route through the Syrdarya and the lack of access for large ships, it was rarely used by traders.
As a result, the Kokand-Khiva trade through the Bukhara Emirate remained important. This,
in turn, shows that the Emirate of Bukhara played a decisive role in the trade of countries in
the region [7-175].

Moreover, the city of Bukhara played an essential role in trade relations between the
Khiva Khanate, Kokand Khanate, Afghanistan, India, Iran, Arab countries, Turkey and
other countries. The distance from Bukhara to Kabul is 985 versts, and the caravan traveled
on this road for 22-25 days. The distance from Kabul to Peshawar was 320 versts, 8 days. In
Bukhara, the caravan had to travel 169 days, 6760 versts to reach Calcutta, the largest port
city of India [7-175]. In the 1960s, traders paid 8.5 Bukhara coins for each loaded camel on the
Peshawar-Bukhara route [2-121]. Marvari Barayev, who led the Orenburg expedition, gives
interesting information about the trade routes of Indian traders who came to Bukhara in 1735
for trade. He traveled from Delhi to Kabul, a city on the border with India, from there to
Bukhara via Badakhshan, from there to Khiva to trade with Indian traders, and from there to
Astrakhan by caravan for a month and a half. The road leading Bukhara merchants to India
required a huge turn. They ascend to the Indian Ocean, where shipping was discontinued,
from where goods flowed to Ghazni, India's main market, and then across Bukhara to
Kandahar.

Mir Izzatulla, who was in Bukhara in 1812, noted that special caravanserais were built
in Bukhara for foreign traders and they were called by different names. For example, Indians
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from Shikarpura traded in the Alamkhana khanakoh, while caravanserai called Nohaysaroy
housed Tatar traders [8-202].

In 1820-1821, the Russian tourist Y.K. Meyendorf in his diary notes that many
Muscovite, Iranian, and Indian merchants came to Bukhara. Among them were Indian traders
who brought to Bukhara a large amount of Indian dye indigo (nil), precious stones, real
pearls, sugar, shiny and white thin fabrics, silk fabrics and cashmere rice [9- 169]. At the same
time, Bukhara became a transit center for foreign goods to many cities in Central Asia.
Particularly, Russian, Iranian and Indian goods were transported from Bukhara to Tashkent.

Based on the above facts, we can see in the works and memoirs of Russian tourists
and traders and researchers detailed information about the Emirate of Bukhara, trade and
communication routes in Central Asia. However, research in this area still needs to be
continued.
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®OH/IbI APABOT'PA®UYHBIX PYKOIIUCEH U PEJKUX KHUI' B
KA3AXCTAHE: HAIIMOHAJIBHBIN HEHTP PYKOIIMCEN N PEAKUX KHUT

MymunoB Aummpoexk Kypoanosuy,
(1oKTOp HcTOpHYecKNX HAyK; M cciienoBaTeibCKMii LIEHTP MO UCIAMCKON HCTOPUM,
HCKYCCTBY U KyJabType, UPCUKA);
Epexenos Hypsian AckepoBuy,
(HauuoHaJIbHBIN LEHTP PyKONKMCEH U peAKUX KHUT, MUHHCTEPCTBO KYJbTYPbI H
cnopra Pecnnyoiinku Kaszaxcran, 3amecturenb jupexropa, ropoa Hyp-Cyaran)

Beenenue. HoBple 3a1auuM 10 HM3YYEHUIO MCTOPUM MCIAMCKOW IUBHIIM3ALMU B
LenTpanpHoil A3uM aKTyaJdU3UPYIOT BBISIBIEHHE M COOp apXMBHBIX JOKYMEHTOB, PYKOIHUCEH H
PEAKUX KHHUI, HMMEIOIUX HCTOPUYECKYI0 U KYyIbTYPHYIO LEHHOCTb, HX CHCTEMATHU3alUIO,
KJIacCUpUKALIMIO,  TOMYyJIsSpU3alUIo, BBIPAOOTKY METOJMKM WX  HcclefoBaHus.  Takke
HEMAJIOBA)KHOE 3HAYEHHE MMEIOT BO3BpAllCHUE JOKYMEHTOB HCTOPUYECKOrO  HacleIus,
XpaHAIUXcsd B 3apyOeXHBIX CTpaHaX, BeleHHe O0a3bl JAHHBIX IO 3apyOEKHBIM HCTOYHUKAM,
npuobpeTeHue, BHEAPEHHE U pa3paboTKa aBTOMATH3MPOBAHHBIX HH(OPMAIIMOHHBIX CHCTEM U
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