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HISTORICAL-MYTHOLOGICAL BASES OF IMAGES
ASSOCIATED WITH TREES IN FOLKLORE

PYCTAMOBA ['ABXAP bBAXPOHOBHA

AOKTOpaHT
®OHO «byxapckuit rocyaapCTBEHHbLIA YHUBEPCUTET

AnHoTauusi: B craTtee paccmaTpuBaeTcsi reHeauc u3obpaxenust [epeBbeB B (DONbKIOpe, MMGOnorM u
XYHAOXECTBEHHOA WHTepripeTalun donbknopa. M3sectHo, 4To y Kaxaoro Hapoja cBow 0bpas xusuu. B
(honbKnope 3Ta OpUrMHANBLHOCTb OTMMYAETCA XYAOKECTBEHHbIM BbipaxeHueM. [lpumedaTencHo, HTO OHu
cogepxar MOT BbI M 06pasbl, xapaKTepHble Ans anuyeckon Tpaauumm. B cucteme obpasoe B (onbsknope ocoboe
MECTO 3aHWUMaeT TPaKTOBKA PENUIMO3HbIX BO33PEHMN, CBA3aHHBIX C W30DpaxeHueMm fepesbeB. K Takum
AEpeBbAM OTHOCATCA TONOMb, MBA, KNEH, eMb, UBa, KMNapUC, COCHA, OPeX, LIENKOBULIA, MOXCKEBENBHUK U Apyrvie.
KnioueBble cnosa: V3obpaxeHune nepeBses, MUGONOrus, putyansl, NO3TUYECKMe WHTEPNPETaLmUK, Nnoao-
poaue, TOTEMU3M, Tpagvlmm u obpsiabl.

UCTOPUKO-MUDONTOMMYECKWUE OCHOBbI OEPA30B, CBA3AHHbIX C IEPEBbSIMUA B ®ONbKNOPE
Rustamova Gavkhar Bakhron qizi

Abstract: This article discusses the genesis of the image of trees in folklore, mythology, and artistic interpreta-
tions of folklore. It is known that each nation has its own way of life. In folklore, this originality is notable for its
artistic expression. It is noteworthy that they contain motives and images typical of the epic tradition. In the sys-
tem of images in folklore, the interpretation of religious views related to the image of trees has a special place.
Such trees include poplar, willow, maple, spruce, willow, cypress, pine, walnut, mulberry, juniper and others.

Key words: The image of trees, mythology, rituals, poetic interpretations, fertileness, tothemism, traditions
and ceremonies. '

Humankind came into the world for being and evolving as an integral part and child of nature. Therefore,
the most ancient traditions, ceremonies and holidays of mankind are directly connected with nature, changes
in it, seasons and labor processes.

In our country, where the culture of agriculture has been highly developed since ancient times, there are
many traditions associated with the worship of nature and the cult of plants. Mythological beliefs about the tree
of life are also based on primitive beliefs about the immortality of nature. The rebirth of the trees in the early
spring of the trees, which our ancestors lost their leaves in the fall, as well as the symbolic death of nature in
the covering of the fields with grasses and flowers with the advent of spring. Mythological views in the spring
awakening of nature paved the way for the emergence of rituals consisting of agrarian cults based on the rep-
resentation of plants and trees, and a system of symbolic actions of a magical nature.

The fact that the trees change shape at different times of the year and re-emerge every spring is in line
with the archaic worldview and the idea of the soul moving. Indeed, from ancient times the trees have been
compared to human life.

The emergence of the cult of trees is associated with the era of primitive culture and is one of the mani-
festations of ancient beliefs that have played an important role in the history, rituals, customs and worldview of
mankind and religions. In the archaic worldview, trees, like nature as a whole, were understood as living and
conscious, and many peoples associated their first ancestors with the totem of trees.
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According to Islamic doctrine, trees and plants are considered alive, just like humans and animals. The
means of survival and reproduction of these creatures is the law of pairing. [4] Belief in the cult of plants and
animals may have originated from their natural properties. Because the first ancestors of mankind lived on
hunting and gathering. Our ancestors discovered the spirits of many trees and plants by seeing the yield of
plants and trees, their healing properties, and the poisonous-killing properties of some of them.

Trees have long been considered living things by all peoples. Trees, which are considered living, are al-
so divided into rocks in archaic ideas. For this reason, the ancients believed that the productivity of trees had a
magical effect on humans, and that human fertility had a magical effect on the productivity of trees. A woman’s
unfertility was considered a disaster not only for her or her family's unhappiness, but also for society and
whole nature.

As aresult of the idea that trees are alive, in folk lyricism, women and humanity in general are likened to
the image of different trees. According to mythological wiewpoints, there is no death at all — only the transition
of the essence, the soul (spirit) from one form to another. Many folk songs, along with their living backgrounds,
have retained their mythological foundations and are the fruit of mytho-poetic thinking:

It seems that our people's deep confidence in trees goes back to ancient times. When our primitive an-
cestors observed that trees were fruitful and fruitiess, they thought that they were completely human. In the
long past, such early observations, experiences and ideas of our ancestors about trees played a key role in
shaping the current relationship with them.

Our ancient ancestors believed that fruitful, fragrant trees possessed a good spirit, while fruitiess and
unpleasant-smelling trees, as a habitat for evil spirits, brought to mankind either happiness or misfortune,
various diseases and calamities, and natural disasters.

Imaginations about the origin of the universe and man are also linked to trees. Accordingly, the frees are
directly compared to girls, lovers or boyfriends.

Myths about the origin of some of the trees and plants are widely used to describe a person being drat-
ted or accursed and turned into a tree. This motif did not appear in the legends by chance. It is based, of
course, on the ancient notion that the human soul is in the tree both before birth and after death. It is as if a
person, whose spirit came out of a tree by birth, returns to it by death. Death is a magical means of bringing
the soul back to its destination. In the legends, the curse is interpreted in the same way.

The educational value of the tree-shaped images created to praise, applaud and cherish the beauty of
nature is that they create a favorable environment for everyone to become a lover of nature, a protector of its
inherent beauty. It also harmonizes the relationship between nature and man.
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