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ABSTRACT

This ariicle provides exampies of the rich cultural heritage of the city af old Urgench, the caprtal
af the Khorezmshahs, one gf the lorpest medieval culnural cemters gff Ceniral Asia. Through this
article, we will eyyoy the greal spiriiual heritape of our monumenis, which festiffer fo the high
skl of our peopie.

EEYWORDS: Kkoresmohahs, Urgench, Kyfa, Moghuddar, Mongol, Tower, Delicacy, Ancient,

INTRODUCTION
Central Asia, especially Uzbekistan, 15 one of the oldest centers of world culture.

Even before the advent of Islam, the peoples of Central Asia had a nch taditon of architecnme
Urganch planming. which began in the IX-X cenfuries, was completed m the XI-XTI cenhuries.

In the memoirs of tourists of that time, large ciies such as Bukham, Samarkand, Kesh, Termez,
Urgench were descnbed as beautiful cities, nch m handicrafis and rade, with crowded markets.
Located oo the Great Silk Foad, these cities were the main places where frade caravans stopped

and traded The nearly & 000-kilometer colnaral and trads route soetching fom west to sast was
of great political, economic, and culhmal siznificance Af the same tims he made an imvaluabla
cooimbation to the development of bandicrafis.

One of the larpest medieval cultural cenfers of Central Asia is the capital of Ehorezmshahs, the
ity of ald Urgench.

The rule of Ehorezmshahs, which began in the second half of the 11th cenhary, lasted unil the
beginning of the 13th centary, befors the invaston of Genghis Ehan Starting from Ehorezmshab
Amish, Cothiddin Mubapomad, Atsiz, I-Arslan, Takesh, Alovuddin Muhammad and Jaleliddin
Mansuberdilar formed the dynasty of EKhorezmshahs. One of the last representatives of the

dynasty, the father of our great compatriof Jaloliddin Mansuberdi, the peniod of Mubhammad
Ehorezmshah (1200-1220), the state of Khorermshahs covered a huge area It was during this

period that it finally became a powerful state. The capital, old Urgench is founshing.

In 1220, at the beginning of Genpghis Ehan's myvasion of Moghuddar, after long resistance and
heasy bartles, the Ehorezmshah state faced a crisis. Muhammad Ehorezmshah died oo one of the
islands of the Caspian Sea

Hi: brave son Jakoliddin Manguberds bravely resisted the Mongoels with his brave compatmiots
like Namiddin Kobro. Jaloliddin Mangoberdi, who had repeatedly defsated Genghiz Ehan's
amuiss in an unsqual bartls, was besieged by divisions and disagreements within the ammy. A
brave warriar, a skilled commander breaks throush the siege and crosses the Anm Darya with bis
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family and relatves to India After two years of preparation. i 1225 be nuled Azerbajjan He
remaingd the most formidable cousm of the
Mongol imvaders until 1231

It is oo coincidence that Genghis Ehan did
not say about our brave comparriot Jaloliddm
Manzuberdi, "If I had such a son, I woulkd
condquer the earth * Chur people have Creatsd
songs and epics, legends and myvths, poems
about his way of life, ks unparallelsd
COUTAge.

The power of the Fhorezmshah state was no
less than that of the Seljuk state Old
Urgench, which was mathlessly dastroyved by
the Mongol invasion, was raduced to rabble.
In the following cenmrames, the Cify was
rebuilt. But by the second half of the
fourteenth centary, the capital had become a
dead city. Several historical architectural
mopuments, which are an imaluable legacy
of this ancient city, have been preserved.

The min: of the ciry, the fragments of pottery, the rows of bricks on the foundations of boildings
and struchures, and the half-ramed buildmgs of four architectural monuments have sumvived.

Information abowt the ancient city of Urgench came from the Iiteranre of the sarly period of the
era. By the 10th cenrary, the city was ope of the largest cites in Central Asia

Ancient Urgench has been the capital of the Ehorezm sfate since 0935,

In 1220, the geographer Yakut wrots about the city: "Among the cites of Ehorezm I have never
seen such a large, prosperous, rich, densely populated city." The city, destroyed by the Mongols
io 1211, was rebuilt v the late thirtesnth cemtory. Fourteenth-centary peozapher Jon Batofa is
recognized as the "largest city." In 1378, the city was last desmoyed by the army of Amir Teomur.
The mausoleum of Fakhriddin Fazi (XII cemfury) The mausoleam of Ehorermshah [1-Arslan is
s0 called This miniatire mausoleum has a cone-shaped dome-shaped dome on an octagonal
drum on a tall square base in an eloogated shape.

The moouments of such a project are fraditsonal in Khorezmian architecture. This is a Khoresm-
npe mausoleum.

The stmucture of the mam facade is executed with preat taste. The carved omament made of
baked clay Is a unsque work of ant made with preat delicacy and great skill.

Itz method of preparaton is mnique, with a 3 cm thick carved pattern carved on the raw brick for
the main facade of the mausoleum Then the embossad bnck is baked in a jar. The fmished bnck

pieces are then stacked on the wall surface to form a compositon
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The dome of the mausoleumn is decorated with peomeric pattermns with nrysterious tides of blus
color

The Eufa inscription and termacotta patterns on the fagade of the manseleum (12th cenhiry)) are
reminiscent of the roof of the Magoki Attori mosque mn Bukhara and the roef of the Fabot Malik
caravanserai pear Farmara (12Zth cennary). The conical dome is reminizcent of the dome of the
Chashmay Ayvab magsoleum in Bukhara (XII-XVI cenhuries).

The mausoleam of Ehorermshah Takesh (1220) 15 one of the most umoque momments of this
ancient city.

The maunsoleum 5 one of the priceless monuments of the East and &5 a 13th cembury architectural
masterpiece built on the royal tomb. Mansaleums of this npe are made m the style common in
Ehorezm. The mausoleum is cube-shaped. the upper part of the drom i3 coversd with a conical
dome. The outer side of the dome I3 decorated with a glazed rile with a blue glaze Ar the
beginning of the conical dome from the dram is a blue Fufa inscription. Tiles and clay temacotta
omaments on the dome are widespread in the 12 century Fhorezmian architecture.

Ewilng Temur Tower (1321-1325). The tower is one of the tallest towers in Cemiral Asia (62
meters), with 143 steps leadinz up to the top of the tower. At the top of the tower there = a
wooden beacon The tower, which narrowed sharply upwards, later served as a prototype for the
Islamkhoja tower, which was built in Ehiva. The date of ifs constnaction from the glazed brick
fragments an the upper belt of the tower Is inscribed in the ancient Arabic Fufa inscription.

The next surviving monument &5 the magsoleum of the Sufi dynasty, built in the second balf of
the fourteenth cemtory. The mauseleum is known as the mauselenm of Turabekkhanim The
mausoleum is similar in appearance to the mauvsaleum of Savfiddin Baborz in Bukhara 3TV
CEnury).
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Theze momuments are momurents built m Movounnahr different cities buzlt at the same tme,
forming an inteznity in terms of art, performance art and style. So it follows that the masters who
bullt these monuments wers representatives of the same school.

These momuments, which testify to the high skill of our people. are our graat spintual hentage
Tounsts visiting our country, which has an ancient and nich history, would be more impressed if
they could see the monuments of Samarkand Bukhara, Shakhnisabz, Khiva, as well as the
monuments of Old Urgench. now locatad in the fratemal Republic of Turkmenistan
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