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Abstract 

This article examines the dynamics of the development of traditional types of ornamental art of 

Bukhara XIX-XX centuries in the general key of the history of art crafts. 
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Independence of Uzbekistan opened a new bright page in the history of artistic culture. Radical 

reforms in various directions and spheres of art were implemented, which opened up wide 

opportunities for creativity. 

 

Photo1. Traditional Bukhara suzaneh 

As the first President of the Republic of Uzbekistan I. A. Karimov - "We must learn to cherish 

those cultural sources, which have always given the widest sections of the population an 

opportunity to join the best examples of national classic and contemporary culture. (1, p.143). In 

order to implement the task of truly national importance a number of important steps have been 

taken, such as the organization of the Association of Artists - Craftsmen, the opening of new areas 

of education, such as "Applied Arts" and others. 
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Photo 2. Gijduvan ceramics 

Independence and state sovereignty have become important reforming factors of the new social 

structure, the worldview of the nation, its culture and art. The symbiosis of national and universal 

values was proclaimed as the main value guideline of the new cultural policy... they gave a 

peculiarity to the creative search in the contemporary art of Uzbekistan. (2.p 348).  

 

Photo 3. Bukhara coinage 

Bukhara folk art occupies a special place in art in terms of both historical development and in 

terms of originality and artistic merit. 
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Photo 4. Gold embroidery art of Bukhara 

Such types of Bukhara oasis crafts as copper-mining, jewelry, ceramics, artistic embroidery, 

golden embroidery, wood-carving and painting on wood and ganch with their inherent only artistic 

features, style, original composition, ornamental motives and techniques have won fame as the 

ancient centers of Bukhara crafts. 

The review of the development of Bukhara traditional crafts in the 19th-20th centuries and the 

analysis of special literature, especially in the light of recent studies, including the capital work of 

Academician A. Khakimov, enable us to build a clear picture of the historical path of development 

of the region's crafts.  

If we consider this issue in the general context of Uzbekistan's art history, it is as follows: 

 

Photo 5. Samanid Mausoleum 

The first stage of the XIII-XX centuries - the advent of Islam and the Samanid era. The second 

half of the XIV - beginning of the XVI centuries - the era of the Timurids. Sixteenth - first half of 

the nineteenth century. - Arts of the Bukhara Emirate period. During this period, local crafts 

almost completely provided the population of Bukhara Emirate with products of everyday life and 

rituals and customs. Arts and crafts products were still marked by the continuity and reliance on 

centuries-old traditions both in style and composition schemes, and in technique. The penetration 

of Russian factory products into the local market was just beginning, and so the products of master 

craftsmen were utilitarian in nature and their artistic merits largely depended on the capabilities, 

needs and tastes of customers.  
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Unfortunately, the 1920s-1990s largely disrupted the shop-based, systemic nature of product 

production. The historical system of training beginner artisans, "ustoz-shogird" - mentor, 

apprentice, has largely lost its traditions and methodological groundwork. 

At the same time, the increased interest in the richest centuries-old artistic heritage of the Uzbek 

people has put forward the urgent task of in-depth study of traditional forms of their material and 

spiritual culture. (3, p 47) 

Owing to this, the artistic craftsmanship of Bukhara presents a unique phenomenon of national art. 

A study of this topic, little explored so far, in a comparative context of socio-political and artistic 

processes plays an important role in establishing a common periodization of the development of 

traditional art in Uzbekistan. The effectiveness of the research, as well as the whole range of 

issues related to an in-depth analysis of the ornamental system of Bukhara's artistic crafts of the 

19th - 20th centuries depend on the disclosure of historical dynamics in the development of artistic 

craftsmanship in Bukhara and identifying the role and importance of ornament in the formation of 

local features of traditional centers. 

To date, the ornamental system of Bukhara crafts of the nineteenth to twentieth centuries, in its 

historical dynamics, its ornamental system in the context of its local features, ornamental products 

is an important understudied topic.  

In the ornamental repertoire of Bukhara art textile (carpet making, embroidery, gold embroidery), 

metal processing, including jewelry making, identifying of specific ornamental features of 

products, toreutics of traditional Bukhara ceramics represent a vast field for research.  

Today, treatment of art history to the sources of folk art, the study of the process of creative 

understanding of traditions, and the problem of comprehensive and special study of the history of 

Bukhara art crafts of the 19th-20th centuries have an extremely important theoretical and 

methodological significance. The Bukhara school, with its lush floral ornamentation, classical 

forms and rich spectrum of colors, occupies its rightful place among the artistic crafts of 

Uzbekistan. 
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