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Annotation: This article analyzes Sadriddin Ayniy's story “Eski maktab” (1935) and
highlights its significance in children’s literature. The work is autobiographical and
recounts Ayniy’s childhood school experiences. The story depicts the harsh conditions
and severe punishments in the old school, as well as the ineffective teaching methods
used. It reveals the challenges faced by students and the impact of these experiences
on their education. Ayniy’s narrative illustrates the problems of traditional schooling
and underscores the importance of modern educational reforms. Through his efforts
to establish new-style schools and develop educational materials like the textbook
"Yoshlar tarbiyasi” (1909), Ayniy’s contributions to improving the education system
are also emphasized.

Keywords: Sadriddin Ayniy, "Eski maktab", Children’s literature,
Autobiography, School experience, Old schools, Teacher punishments, Educational
reform, Jadid reformers, Teaching methods, Textbooks, Modern education, Historical
school conditions.

Sadriddin Ayniy’s short story "Eski maktab" (1935) is a seminal work in Uzbek
children’s literature that provides a vivid depiction of early 20th-century educational
practices. As an autobiographical narrative, it offers a personal glimpse into the
author’s childhood and his experiences within the traditional school system of his
time. The story portrays the stark contrast between the idealized expectations of

schooling and the harsh realities faced by students.
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In "Eski maktab," Ayniy reflects on the deplorable conditions of his childhood school,
characterized by its cramped, poorly lit rooms and the severe disciplinary methods
employed by teachers. These conditions serve as a backdrop to the story’s exploration
of the educational challenges and the psychological impact of such an environment
on young learners. The narrative not only highlights the deficiencies of the old
schooling system but also underscores the need for educational reform.

Ayniy’s account is a powerful commentary on the educational landscape of his era,
revealing how outdated practices hindered learning and personal development. His
efforts to reform the educational system, alongside other Jadid reformers, played a
crucial role in advancing the quality of education in Central Asia. This introduction
sets the stage for a deeper examination of "Eski maktab" and its significance in
understanding the evolution of educational practices and the role of reformers in
shaping modern education.

Among Sadriddin Ayniy’s works, the story "Eski maktab" (1935) occupies a
significant place in children’s literature. The work is autobiographical and recounts
the childhood experiences and school days of the esteemed Ayniy. The protagonist of
the story, at the age of six, goes to a school in front of the village mosque. Upon
entering the school with noble hopes, all his expectations are shattered. The story
describes the school as follows:

“Men maktabga bordim, maktab bizning uyimiz kabi keng, to’rt eshikli, yorug’
va tinch bo’Imay torgina bir xonada hujradan iborat edi. Uning ikki eshigi bor bo’lib,
buning biri bir tavaqali va bu eshik ko’pincha yopiq turar edi. Ikkinchi eshigi darcha
bo’lib, uch gaz bo’yi va yarim gaz eni bor. Bu darchaning oldi domla (maktabdor)ning
o’tiradigan joyi edi. Darchalarga esa parda qilingan (derazasi qog’oz bilan qoplangan)
va qog‘ozga esa qor yomg’irning ho’llab yirtib yubormasligi uchun zig’ir moyi
surtilgan, bu moyli qog‘oz ko’chaning chang va tuprog‘ini o‘ziga ola berib, qozon
sochiq kabi qop-qora kirlanib ketgan edi, agar yanglishmasam, domlaning tug’ilgan
beri sovun yuzini ko’rmagan, benihoya kirlanib bitgan basharasiga o’xshar edi.
Shuningdek maktabning haligi aytganim derazasidan darsxonaga hech bir yorug‘lik
kirmas edi” (the text’s meaning: “I went to the school, and it was not as spacious,
bright, and peaceful as our home; instead, it was a small room resembling a cell. It
had two doors, one of which was a single-leaf door that was usually kept closed. The
other door was a window that was three gaz high and one and a half gaz wide. This
window was where the teacher (maktabdor) sat. The windows were covered with
curtains (paper) and the paper was coated with linseed oil to prevent it from being
torn by rain. This oily paper accumulated street dust and dirt and became as black as
a pan cloth. If I am not mistaken, it resembled the teacher’s face, which had not seen
soap since birth, extremely dirty and worn out. Moreover, no light came into the
classroom through the mentioned window.”)

Thanks to the efforts of enlightened reformers like Sadriddin Ayniy, today we
study in spacious and well-lit modern classrooms, and these improvements are
ongoing.

Reflecting on the old school, it is evident that the education provided to children

resembled giving grain to livestock. The children’s cries seemed to lift the school’s
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roof to the sky. To keep the child in school, the father promises him a reward. The
teacher instructs a slightly older student (khalfa) to teach the child the writings on the
blackboard. The child recites "alif, be, te, se" from memory without understanding
the writings. This method of learning continues. As soon as the teacher leaves, the
students engage in wrestling and making noise in the classroom, playing archery
(kamonboziy). When the teacher returns and sees the commotion, he punishes the
children. The khalfa, starting trouble, binds the children’s legs tightly and beats them.
To muffle the cries of those in pain, he orders the remaining students to continue
studying. The most distressing part is that, in this school where children aged four to
twelve study, the children witness another method of punishment. After beating the
khalfa, they rub salt into the wounds on the broken legs and press it in with their hands
until it reaches the flesh between the torn skin. The lessons in the school consisted
only of rote memorization. Realizing this, the father enrolls his son in a girls’ school.
Since the students at the girls’ school are girls, there is no noise; after lessons, they
sweep, wash clothes, and if there is time, they play with dolls. They also make a "boy"
doll for the child, and in the game, the child’s doll becomes a groom for 10-12 “girl”
dolls. The father teaches the child the abjad (alphabet) at home. He spends an hour
every day with his son. As a result, the child beats a young mulla in an abjad contest
at the New Year (Navruz) festival, but he still does not fully master reading and
writing.
Test
1. In the story "Eski maktab," how is the school described?
o A) The school was spacious, bright, and equipped with modern facilities.
o B) The school was narrow, red, and made of wood.
o ) The school was small and dark, described as having four doors.
o D) The school was built with high-quality materials and was well-lit.
2. How is the teacher’s method of teaching described?
o A) The teacher provides individual attention to students for practice.
o B) Children memorize the alphabet without understanding it, and are
punished when the teacher returns.
o C) The teacher incorporates modem technology into lessons.
o D) The teacher uses additional activities alongside reading and writing.
3. What kind of punishments did the children experience in the school?
o A) Children were punished by their parents at home.
o B) Children were punished by the school administration.
o C) Children were punished by other students.
o D) Children were severely punished by the khalfa.
4. What information is given about the difficulties children faced in the school?
o A) The school provided a pleasant learning experience for children.
o B) Children faced serious problems due to random difficulties.
o C) The school’s lessons did not create difficulties for the children.
o D) The school involved harsh punishments and significant challenges for
the children.

5. How did the children learn to read and write?
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A) They learned at home with the help of their parents.

B) They learned through their experiences in a new school.

C) They learned by attending a girls’ school.
o D) They learned with the assistance of the khalfa in the school.

6. What was the aim of Sadriddin Ayni1y’s story "Eski maktab"?
o A) To highlight the advantages of modern schools.
o B) To reveal the difficulties and shortcomings of old school education.
o () To suggest new methods for improving children’s learning.
o D) To showcase modern technologies in the school.
Answers

1. C - The school was small and dark, described as having four doors.

2. B - Children memorize the alphabet without understanding it, and are punished

when the teacher returns.

3. D - Children were severely punished by the khalfa.

4. D - The school involved harsh punishments and significant challenges for the

children.

5. C - They learned by attending a girls’ school.

6. B - To reveal the difficulties and shortcomings of old school education.

The story "Eski maktab" is a work cherished equally by primary school students
and their future teachers. During the reading of the story, one can vividly imagine
what primary schools were like at the beginning of the last century, how teachers
conducted their lessons, and what methods and tools were used both during and
outside the classroom. As noted at the beginning, this autobiographical story depicts
how, as a child, Ayniy was reluctant to attend this old school. He would cry to his
father out of fear of the harsh punishments administered by the teacher and the general
roughness among the children. To reform such schools, Sadriddin Ayniy, alongside
other Jadid reformers, undertook several initiatives. In Bukhara, he established new-
style schools and developed textbooks and teaching materials for them, such as the
textbook "Yoshlar tarbiyasi" (1909). Due to his significant contributions, the name of
our esteemed Ayniy has been honored by having streets named after him and statues
erected. His works continue to be studied to this day.
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CO3/IAHUS TEPMHHOJIOTHYECKHX CJIOBAPEH HA
TIOPKOA3BIYHHULIX YPOBHAX
Paewmanoe Maxmyo,
npo¢eccop Hasoutickoro rocyiapcTBeHHOro ropHOro H
TEXHOJIOTHYECKOTO YHUBEPCUTETA

Annomayun. Muayyan fan sohasining rivojlanish darajasi uning asoslari -
nazariyasi, kontseptual apparati va usullarining holati bilan belgilanadi. [jtimoiy
lingvistikaga nisbatan bu shuni anglatadiki, uni aniq sotsiolingvistik tadgiqgotlar bilan
to ‘ldirgan holda, sotsiolingvistika nazariyasini yaratish, uning metodlarini ishlab
chiqgish va kontseptual apparatni tizimlashtirishga e 'tibor qaratish zarur.

Kalit so'zlar: terminologik lug'atlarni yaratish tamoyili, kontseptual apparati,
sotsiolingvistik tadqgigotiar.

Abcmpakmmusiii. Ypoeeno pazeumus moud UAU  UHOU OMPAciIu HAyKu
onpedensiemcs COCMOAHUEM €€ OCHO8 - Mmeopuu, NOHAMUUHOZO annapama u
memo0os. IIpumenumensHo K COYUOIUH2BUCMUKE 3MO 03HAYAEM, YMO, NONONHAA €€
KOHKpEeMHbIMU COYUONUHSBUCMUYECKUMU UCCTE008aAHUAMU, HeoOxo0umo obpawjams
GHUMAHUE U HA CO30aHUE Meopuu COYUORUHZBUCMUKHU, PA3pabOmKy ee Memooos u
cucmemMamu3ayuio NOHAMUIHO20 annapama.

Knioueevie cnoea: npunyun co30anuis mMepMUHONOUYECKUX CNOBApPEl,
NOHAMULIHBIL annapam, COYUONUHLEUCMUYECKUE UCCTE008AHUA.

Abstract. The level of development of a particular branch of science is
determined by the state of its foundations - theory, conceptual apparatus and methods.
In relation to sociolinguistics, this means that, when supplementing it with specific
sociolinguistic studies, it is necessary to pay attention to the creation of a theory of
sociolinguistics, the development of its methods and the systematization of the
conceptual apparatus.

Keywords: principle of creating terminological dictionaries. conceptual
apparatus, sociolinguistic studies.
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